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First First National State Bank of Northwest Jersey 
. oule JCCas a, New Jersey 07876 
National J uccasunna, New Jersey 07876 


201 584-6700 
State 


October 16,.1978 


PLEASE REPLY TO 


First National State Bank of NW Jersey 
176 Main Street 
Hackettstown, N.J. 07840 


The Public Library of Fort Wayne and Allen County 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 


Gentlemen: 


First National State Bank of New Jersey is the successor to The Hackettstown National 
Bank. Regarding your purchase order of Oct. 5, 1978 for one copy of "Story of Hacketts- 
town, New Jersey'' by John Harold Nunn; this book was a commemorative in honor of the 


100th anniversary of The Hackettstown National Bank. A limited edition, it is no longer 
available for purchase. 


I have checked with the Hackettstown library and have been informed that they do not 
allow the copy they have on file to leave the library. 


Sincerely yours, 
a i 
nd a om Vr 
if, 4 ih AS 
i € fe wl VAT 4 te 
Robert Harvey WA 
Assistant Manager 


Hackettstown Office 
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| Preface 


It is my deep respect for the traditions of OLD TIMES, OLD 
SCENES, OLD FRIENDS, that has prompted me to write this book. 
It would be impossible lor any one person to write many pages ol 
history, containing hundreds of facts and figures, without some assist- 
ance. I am no exception to the rule—neither am | infallible. 


Gathering the material and writing the story of the first two hun- 
dred years of Hackettstown's existence has required a period of many 
years. .A special cflort has been made to authenticate all statements 
and dates. | 


‘To start with I was lucky—my Father and Mother, the late Miller 
R. and Hulda E. Nunn for many years collected important newspaper 
items pertaining to Hackettstown and vicinity. [I inherited all of these, 
some dating back as far as 1825. Later I came into possession of hun- 
dreds of newspaper clippings which my sister, the late Bertha Nunn 
Vliet had collected. For-years I have followed this interesting pastime 
so that the total outcome adds up to over twenty large scrap-books full 
of reference material which has been classified and mounted. ‘These 
have been very helpful to me. 


In addition to this I have interviewed many people, those whom 
I have every reason to believe were best qualified to give me additional 


information on a given subject. A nuniber of these people have since 


passed away, ‘some Wlahy years ago. 
‘ iy , 


It has been a life ambition and a pleasure for me to record the 
history of the town in which I was born. 1 sincerely hope that you and 
your children will enjoy my book. ‘Thisis my small contribution to 
MY HOME ‘TOWN. 


Due to lack of space I have found it necessary to omit a number 
of articles. In the near future 1 hope to be able to publish another 
book containing the biographies of many old families and the part. they 
played in the history of Hackettstown. 


J. Harotp Nunn 
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ye from Edward Dunlop, Hackettstown’s 


first merchant, to Messrs. Cad. and Saml. CG. -Morris, 
wholesale merchants of Philadelphia, Pa., dated De- 
cember I4, 1771. 

Dunlop purchased land from Obadiah Ayers, 
Hackettstown’s first settler, about 1757, and built a 
store Opposite to what was later Helm’s Mull, where 
Route No. 46 now crosses the Musconetcong River. 

A brother, William S. Dunlop, was postmaster 
here from January 1, 1802, until April, 1807, and “post 
olhice was located in the above mentioned store. Mrs. 
Sarah Dunlop died September 27, 1785, and is buried 
in the Presbyterian cemetery. The opposite page was 
photographed from the original document which ts 


in the writer's collection. 
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An Outline History of New Jersey 


By a Royal Charter, dated March 20th, 1664, 
King Charles of England, made an extensive — 


vgrant of territory to his brother, the Duke of 
York. Upon the 23rd of Junc, in the same year, 
‘the Duke conveyed a portion of this territory 
to two other persons, Lord Berkeley and Sir 
George Carteret. The conveyance to these indi- 
viduals was -made by an tnstrument which ap- 


pears to be the first in which the bounds of New. 


Jersey are regularly defined. In part as follows: 
‘Witnesseth that said James, Duke of York, 
for and in consideration of the sum of ten shil- 
lings of lawful money of England, ‘to him in 
hand paid, by these presents doth bargain and 
sell unto the said JOHN, LORD BERKELEY 
and SIR GEORGE CARTERET, all of that 
tract of land adjacent to New England and 


lying and being to the westward of Long Is- 


land. Bounded on the east part by the main 
sea, and part by Hudson’s river, and hath upon 
the west, Delaware Bay or river, and cxtendeth 
southward to the main ocean as far as Cape 
May at the mouth of Delaware Bay, and to the 
northward as far as the northernmost branch 
of said bay or river of Delaware, which is forty- 
one degrees and forty minutes of latitude, and 
worketh over thence in a straight line to Hud- 
son’s river—Which said tract Of land is here- 
after to be called by the name, or. names of 
NOVA CESAREA, or New Jersey.” In addition 
to the consideration of ten shillings, mentioned 
in the above agreement, there, was to be a rent 
of “one pepper-corn,” to be paid on the day 
of the nativity of St. John the Baptist, if legally 
demanded. 

The two proprietors formed a constitution 
for the colony, securing equal privileges and 
liberty of conscience to all, and appointed 
Philip Carteret, governor. He came over in 
1665, fixed the seat of government at Elizabeth- 
town, purchased land of the Indians, and sent 
agents into New England to invite settlers from 
that quarter. The terms offered were so favor- 
able, that many accepted the Invitation, 


Some ol the inhabitants, having purchased 
their lands of the Indians before the conveyance 
from the Duke of York, refused to pay rent to 
the proprictors, Vhis, with other causes of dis- 
satisfaction, produced, in 1672, an insurrection 
among the people. “The governor, Philip Car- 
teret, was obliged to leave the province, and 
seck redress in England. Phe people now pre- 
vailed on James Carteret, a weak and dissolute 
natural son of the governor, to assume the 
government, _ 

In the commencement of 1675, Philip Car- 
teret returned to New Jersey, and resumed the 
government ol the settlements in the eastern 
part of the province. . 

Lord) Berkeley, having become dissatisfied 
with the pecuniary prospects in his adventure 
in colonization, ollcred his share of the province. ° 
of New Jersey for sale. His interest was pur- 
chased by John Fenwick and Edward Byllinge, 
members of the Society of Friends. ‘Che. tract 


_ thus purchased was afterward known as WEST 


NEW JERSEY. In 1675, Fenwick set sail to 
visit the new purchase, in a ship called the 
GRIBPIPLH, Arriving alter a good passage he 
landed, near Delaware at a place he called 
SALEM. He brought with him two daughters 
and many servants, two of which, Samuel Hegde 
and Johuy Adams, afterward marricd his daugh- 
ters. 

The other passengers were Edward Champ- 
ness, Edward: Wade, Samuel Wade, John Smith 
and wile, Samuel Nichols, Richard Guy, Rich- 
“ard Noble, Richard Hancock, john Pledger, 
Hipolite Lutever, and John Matlock. ‘Vhese and 
others with them were masters: of familics. 

Byllinge, in consequence of losses in ade, 
was brought into dilliculty, and rendered unable 
to pursuc bis plans. His property was ‘intrusted 
‘to WILLIAM PENN, Gawen Lawrie and Nich- 
olas Lucas (all Friends, or Quakers) to, be used 
for the benefit of his creditors. “PVhese trustees, 
under pressure of circumstances, sold.a consider- 
able number of shares of the undivided moicty 
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THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


to different’ purchasers, who thereby becaine 
proprictari¢s, in common with them. 

One of these was ‘Vhomas Lambert who pur- 
chased later some 1200 acres of land. in the 
Musconcicong valley which took in a large part 
of what is now “Hackettstown, being to the 
east of the main road. 

The next business of the new proprietors was 
to cflect a division of the province, so that 
they might determine what part was to fall 
under their control. ‘This was concluded in a 
deed, between Sir George. Carteret of the one 
part, and the trustees of Byllinge on the other, 
dated July 1, 1676. “Phe division line is thus 
defined by William Penn and his associates: 
“We have all that side on the Delaware river 
from one end to the other; the line of partition 
is from the cast side of Litthe Ege Harbor, 
straight north, through the country, to. the 
utmost branch of the Delaware river; with all 
powers, privileges, and immunities whatsoever. 
Ours is called NEW WEST. JERSEY; his ‘is 
called NEW EAST JERSEY.” 

Sir George Carteret, sole proprietor of East 
Jersey, dying in 1679, by will, ordered that 
province to be sold, to pay his debts; which 
was done accordingly, by his widow and execu- 
tors, by indenture of lease and release, bearing 


date of February 1,- 1681, to William Penn,. 


‘Robert West, ‘Thomas = Rudyard, Samuci 
Groome, ‘Thomas Hart, Richard Mew, ‘Vhomias 
Wilcox, Ambrose Rigg, John Haywood, Hugh 
Hartshorne, Clement Plumstead and. “Phomas 
Cooper, who were thence called “(THE “PV WELVE 
PROPRIETORS. . 7. 
William Penn laid out a tract of 11,000 
acres in the vicinity of Waterloo; 12,000 acres 
in the vicimity of Newton; 5,000 acres near 
Blairstown; 1,250 acres at Belvidere; a large 
tract in Allamuchy. and 1,735 acres in Harmony. 


On March 11, 1714, an act of the General. 


Assemble erceted “the upperparts of the western 
division of New Jersey into a county” called 
Hunterdon, which included all of Warren, Sus- 
sex, Morris, Hunterdon and Mercer counties, 
‘with the county seat at ‘Trenton. 


On March 15, 1739; Morris County was set 
olf from FLlunterdon, and comprised the present 
counties of Morris, Sussex and Warren, with 
Morristown as the county scat. 

On June 8, 1753, Sussex. County was erected, 
including Warren. For seventy one years “our 
county” was Sussex, and did not become War- 
ren until November 20, 182-1. 


HOW WARREN COUNTY 
GOT TTS NAME 
Warren County. was named in honor of 
General. Joseph Warren who diced at the battle 
of Bunker Elill on June 17, 1775. 
Gencral Warren. was born ‘al Roxbury, 
Mass., June I], 1841, graduated at Harvard in 
1759, began practice as a physician in 1762, and 
acquired a high reputation by his treatment 
of smallpox in 1764. “Lwice he delivered. the 


“anneversary Orallon, commemorating the Boston 


Massacre. In 1772 he became a member of the 
Boston Conrmittce ol Correspondence and. la- 
ter, as one of the Suffolk County Convention, 
he wrote two papers to Governor Gage which 
were communicated’ to the Continental Con- 
eress and formed the -basis of the carly impor- 
tant action of that body. 

Dr. Warren was made president of the 
Massachusetts Provincial Congress and chair 
man ol the Committee of Safety for Massachu- 
setts. Phe successful results of the affair at Lex- 
ington and Concord were largely duc to his 
vigilance, and he was commissioned a ma jor- 
general on fune 14, 1775, three days before 
he was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill, while 
fighting as a volunteer-in the ranks under Gen- 
eral Putnam. ik 

A masonic Lodge im Charlestown. erected, 
in 1794, a monument to his memory on the Spot 


where he fell, which was replaced by the pres- 


ent Bunker Hill Monument, begun in 1825, 
and finished in 1857. Our county docs well to 
keep alive the memory of so valiant a patriot 
as General Warren—by taking his name. 
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The Indians of the 


Much has been printed about the Indians 
who inhabited this section of New Jersey, both 
before and after the White Man came on the 
scene.. It has been claimed that the entire In- 
dian population of New Jersey was less than 
3,000 people. All the tribes in New Jersey be- 
longed to the Delaware’s but the ones that in- 
habited this section were called the Lenni Le- 
nape Indians, but were of the Delaware family. 
~The most interesting factor pertaining to the 
lives of any group ol people, | believe, is their 
way of Nving and their customs, It is along 
this endeavor: that I will write. 

For the most part the Lenapes were of 
medium staturc, built as straight as an arrow, 
with strong limbs, weathered skin, black hair, 
high check bones and rugose faces. ‘Phe span 
of life was trom sixty to cighty years, that is, 
before the white man came. With the intro- 
duction of European diseases sutich as smallpox 
and tuberculosis, this together with fire-water 
soon increased the death rate of the Indians. 
Tt was customary with the Indians of West 
Jersey, when they -buricd their dead, to put 
family utensils, bows. and arrows, and some- 
times wampum (inoney) into the grave with 
them as tokens of their affection. When a person 


-of note died far from the place of his residence, 


they would carry his ‘bones to be buricd there. 
‘They washed and perfumed the dead, painted 
the face and marched in single file in the burial 
procession. ‘hey often left the dead in a sitting 
posture and covered the grave like a mound. 
They were very careful in’ preserving and_ re- 
pairing the .graves of their dead and often 
visited them. 

They generally delighted in’ mirth, were 
very studious in learning, the virtues of roots 


and herbs, by which they usually cured them- 


selves of many bodily ills, -both outward and 
inward applications. ‘Vhey frequently used 
sweating and the cold bath. ‘Phey had a dislike 
for beards and would not suffer them to grow, 
but plucked the hairs out by the roots. ‘The 
hairs of their heads were black and. the women 


-Musconetcong Valley - 


ee 


often would rub bear’s fat on their hair to make 


dt shiny. When a rattle snake gave notice by his 


rattle, before they approached, they would not 
hurt him; bat it he rattled alter they had pass- 
ed they immediately returned and killed) him. 
If a white man visited an Indian at meal time 
they would give him the first cut of them vic- 
tuals. © | 

Vheir chief employment was hunting, fish- 
ing, fowling, making canocs, bowls, and other 


wooden and. carthenware, in all of which they 


were, considcring the means cmployed, ingen- 
ious. They were very neat and clean with their. 
cooking. “Vhey boiled their water in carthen 
bowls, pounded the corn into meal in mortars. 
‘Phey also made mats, ropes, hats and baskets 
of wild hemp and roots or splits of trees. 

Both young and old women would be highly 
offended at indecent expression unless corrupted 
with drink. “Phey would not allow a. friend to 
be named after his death. “Vhey sometines 
streaked thei laces with black when in mourn- 
ing, but when them allairs went well they 
painted red. “Phey were great obscrvers of the 
weather by the moon; delighted with fine clothes; 
were punetual in their bargains, ° 

In. their councils they seldom or never in- 


terrupted or contradicted one another until 


two ol thent had made an end to their dis- 


course. Phe rest would be silent until their turn 


came to speak, “Vhei way of counting was by 


tens, that is to say, two tens, three tens, four 
tens cte. When a number got out of their reach 
they pointed to the stars or the hairs of their - 
heads. 

‘They lived chielly on maize, or Indian corn, 
roasted in ashes, sometimes beaten and boiled 
with water. But the woods and rivers chiefly 
supplied them with food. ‘Phey pointed their. 
arrows with a sharp or flinty stone, ‘Vhey ate 
on the ground morning and evening. They 
were naturally reserved, apt to resent and con- 
ceal thei resentments and retain them long, 
but were liberal and generous to the English 
settlers. 
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4 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN , 


They were observed to be uneasy and im- 
/ patient in sickiress; for a present remedy they 
commonly drank a.decoction of roots in spring 
water, forbearing flesh, which if they ate at all, 
must be of a feminine gender. ‘They took re- 
markable care of their sick while hope of life 
remained, but when that was gone some of 
them were apt to neglect the patient. They 
commonly washed their children in cold water 
as soon as they were born; and to make their 
limbs straight ticd the child to a board and 


hung it to their backs when they traveled. Vhe | 


children usually walked when they were nine 
months old. heir young men married at six- 
teen or seventeen years of age and the girls 
married at thirteen or fourteen. ‘Phe marriage 
ceremony was sometimes thus: the relatives 
and friends being present, the bridegroom de- 
livered a bone to the bride, she an car of corn 
to him, mcaning that he was to provide meat, 
she bread. It was not unusual to change their 
mates upon disagreement, the children going 
to the one that loved them best. 

Very little can be said about their religion. 
They were thought to haye believed in God 
and immortality and seemed to aim at public 
worship. When they did this, they sometimes 
gat in several circles, one within another. “Pheir 
worship consisted of singing, dancing, jumping 
and shouting, but performed as something 
‘handed down from their ancestors, without any 
knowledge or inquiry, as tO its seriousness Or 
origin. “Vheir most solemn worship was the 
sacrifice. of the first-fruits, in which they burnt 
the first and fattest buck, and feasted together 
upon what else they had collected, but in the 
sacrifice broke no bones of any creature they 
ate. When done they gathered them up and 
buried them carefully. “Vhese have since been 
frequently plowed up. — 
~ ‘Vhey. ‘did justice upon one another for 
crimes among themselves, in a way of their 
own, Even murder might be atoned for by 
feasts or presents of wampum. ‘Lhe price of a 
woman killed was double that of a man, be- 
cause she bred children, which man could not 
do. If sober they rarcly quarreled among them- 
selves. “Vhey were keen and. strict observers of 
property, yet to the last degree thoughtless and 
inactive in acquiring and keeping it. 


Pheir houses or wigwams were somctimes 
together in towns, but mostly movable and 


often found near a spring or stream. At night 


they slept on the ground with their feet near 
the fire. ‘They obtained fire by rubbing two 
pieces ol hard wood together or by the bow 
and drill, 

From infancy they were educated to endure 
hardships, to bear pain without a murnrur. 
Every tribe had persons in whom they reposed 
confidence, and unless they did something 
wrong, ‘they were always held in respect. Vhe 
sachems directed their councils: and had the 
chiel disposition of lands. ‘Vo help their mem- 
ories in) treaties they had belts of white and 
black Wampum, and with these closed their 
perieds in specches, delivering more or less ac- 
cording to the matter treated. Vhis ceremony 
omitted, all that they said passed for nothing. 
Tt must be allowed that the uncorrupted heart 
seldom fails to be grateful for real favors re- 
ceived. 

Companies ol ‘them frequently got together 
to feast, dance and make merry, ‘Vhis sweetened 
the toil of hunting. ‘Phey: scarcely knew, how- 
ever, What it was to toil, for hunting and danc- 
ing comprised it. all, A’ life of dissipation and 
case, of uncertainty and want, of appetite, Imn- 
dolence and sleep, scemed to be the sum of 
them character. . 

It as altogether probable that the Lenni 
Lenape Indians, like ourselves, disposed of their 
dead by burial in graves, but these were usually 
quite shallow, being from one to three feet 


‘deep. Since the number of graves known is ex- 


tremely small when contrasted with the hun- 


dreds of ancicnt camp sites that aré known, 


the question maturally) arises—WHAT BE- 
GAME OF “VEHLEM? . 

New Jersey as a state always dealt justly 
with the Indians native to its: soil, Following 
a personal appeal by Bartholomew S. Calvin at 
‘Prenton on March: 12, 1832, the. legislature 
appropriated $2,000.00, the sum asked by the 
Indians. In consequence a final extinguishment 


of all claims ol the Lenape to lands in New 


Jersey was made justly and honorably, and they 


and their representatives departed in peace. 


In acknowledgement of this fair treatment a 


letter was written by the Indians to the Legis- 
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Hackettstown Grove along Musconetcong. 


lature at Trenton as follows: “Not a drop of 





our blood have you spilled in batth—not an acre 
of our land have you taken but by our consent.” 

On the left bank of the Musconetcong river 
about half a mile from the town of Hacketts- 
town, there is a grove of lofty hemlocks, which 
is the pride of the entire community, It has 
for many years escaped the ax of the woodsman, 


notwithstanding the fact that the stout and 


lofty trees have tempted the avarice of our com- 
mercial age, which would turn everything of, 


beauty into gold. It has been and still is the 
playground. and museum of the vicinity. 

The river is wide and shallow where it passes 
the grove and rushes noisily over a bed of 
stones into a deeper channel just below. Many 
years before the founding of Hackettstown lo- 
cal evidences prove that the beauties of the 
Musconetcong valley, which derived its name 
from the Indian name, Maskhanneunk, at 


tracted tribes of red men to locate in this vi- 


cinity, where they lived and hunted. 
An old survey of John Lawrence, in giving 
the East and West Jersey lines, in 1737, makes 
mention in his ficld notes’of an Indian yillage 
called Mamuckahokken, located near here. The 
Indian Fields is a name locally given to the 
tracts of land bounding the Hackettstown grove 
at the head of the old mill pond. For many 
years residents of Hackettstown have found the 
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handiwork of the Indian there. ‘VYomahawks of 


stone, lint arrow heads and other things used 
- by them have been found by relic hunters, and 
the great numbers secured from time to time 


gave the spot the ancient ttle by which it is 
sul Known to this day.. 

History tells us that the wibes of Indians 
which occupied Warren County were the 
TURKEY and WOLF branches of the. Lenni 
Lenape, which signifies, in their tongue, “the 
original people.” 

‘Phe Mine Hill falls was an Indian point 
of visitation. “Phe creek im which the falls are 
located was called by them ‘‘Ninanonk” and 
it emptied into the Musconetcong near here. 

‘The grove mentioned above belonged to 
Mr. Alfred Sully: for many. years. In the late 
ninetics money was raised by public subscrip- 
tion and the Hackettstown Grove Association 
was formed to make the grove available to the 
citizens of the town for picnics, and gatherings 
ol all kinds. “The members of the Association: 
included Jacob C.. Allen, L. Marshall ‘Yeel, 
Charles Rittenhouse, Miller R. Nunn, Charles 
Wade and Jacob D. Flock. Some years later, 
the grove was deeded over to the town and still 
remains the property of the town. “Phe American 
Legion supervises the upkeep of the park and 
keeps order. Weekends in the summer find 
large crowds making use of its beauty. 

At the time Newark was settled in 1666, the 
Indian village at what is now Hackettstown was 
of good size. It was the only Indian settlement 


dn this: section of New Jersey. ‘The old chief 


ORALTON, was living here at a very advanced 
age, and before the deed of sale of the ground 
was arranged the prospective Newarkers were 
obliged to conler with Chief Oraton, sending 
messengers to hin in his village. Vhey named. 
a street in Newark for him and called it Oraton 
Parkway. 


THE LEGEND OF BUCK HILL 

‘The people of Hackettstown greatly admive 
the beauty of BUCK HILL as it towers to an 
elevation of several hundred [cet to, the north 
of the town. Lest the woodsman’s axe might de- 
stroy this grand beauty of nature, cflorts have 
been made in the past to perpetuate this wood- 
land. 
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6 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


North Hackettstown is situated at the foot 
of the hill, but few, perhaps give it thought 
that their homes are located on what was once 
the happy hunting grounds of a powertul tribe 
-olf red men, whose chief was named Musconegon 


“Tradition gives it that it was back in 1666, 
when the Indian village at what is now Hacketts- 
town was of good. size, and Was the only red 
man’s settlement in this section of New Jersey. 
Newark was settled at this time, and Oraton, 
an old Indian chief, lived in the village where 
now Hackettstown is located. It was with Oraton 
‘that the prospective Newarkers had to confer 
before the decd of the sale of ground, which ts 
now Newark, was arrangcd. Otic of the streets 
of Newark bears the name of Oraton, in honor 
of the old Indian warrior. 

As years came the white man came also and 
a setticment was formed. ‘Phe Indian tribes grew 
smaller and the braves of Musconegon had 
dwindled down to less than filty, and being un- 





able to further war with-cither red man or pale 
face, he. called together his small band and told 
them on the next sun they would bid farewell 
to their once peaceful) homes and bunting 
grounds and go to the Wyoming valley, in Pena- 
sylvania, ; 

Disputes arose with the red-faced brethren 
there, and later they returned to their beautiful 
Musconctcong valley, where Musconegon, the 
old chict, had buried his squaw many ycars be- 
fore. As the story goes, the old chicl soon died, 
bidding farewell to his braves. ‘Phe custom was 
to bury a noble warlike steed with a dead chief, 
but no horse could be seen, and with saddened 
hearts they sought for a deer, and. just-as evening 
shades were gathering a powerlul animal of that 
kind, with large branching horns, came near, 
The great spirit had directed them to a worthy 


~ victim, and they. slew the buck decr and buried 


it alongside of their chief on the hill top. ‘Che 
braves then and there avowed to name_ the 
place BUCK HILL, and it stall retains the name. 


View of Buck Hill from canal. 


olny ren teal her tab. ee ie ‘eothiyad o lets: 


tohess Dyan decease! deere Zick vorlivgeas be HMigacoet joel 


Vesiiessiyel foil byieiiye YoU) teee tect jb no sani 
ustiniitet tye round - ee ee rors os 
me ai gobliy qauaoy P gah) os oy bre ebawor 
muaiirhye 

ierdibiwitl. Woon vith hive crew nent 
hilton wre ob bot miter ¢ wl voont bind oer 
ripameyt thats Ve tent sila tildes ptarnens A 
gh Stee Nee att pe ait Tavid Budd doish tte 
hous ‘ateie.| Moneta isle? ytd) coy | ayt ili 27 yuart 
oer eda tt | ep eit ty bina) itileboac 
teighs Pils 2 alive deoote DAR dito 8 Om OF 
bisatvane dite Hon doused) filgpger wecterel at biel 
ofinan cB deny bi, rosie ol where youl) yOu 
witty hy Win dabiowee a VEPY HATE APOE? ibyvuade 
on oily eeceoth gh aie oe 1 slrige. bats 
eciviis 6 ot scan) boxiomld ddl frei ners vit 
booked bare coxab bared why viste wor, Wok tee aes 
sit ayes tit wht wo foul Hunt to ebvgnaln 3 
wit rahe G1 -bowera> yeh livtar eely eerie 


“rPEsihe » aesdseerd Thee ae Witaee ATED, AUD! bet vanity 


" pitge ub at a " 


ohn Mees Op 


iv 10 Fea AM {oO ORV, a- 
















rod Fed ts: 


4 vhtonsehs ob Ti a 





OUT! timo!” ducer We | See aniseed 
a Tb shor hi won «4 wil bs sles weitvat mie | 
best Vine oi en “Totes Nl: hoog lo dow 
oe wok Lo Werke itl am MCLE, 2 
ea Pe oct evelyn Iolo awe DS 
grata ygiliy. oct) is Nyovil. bait weit | 1 
naan) day wea A Ayako! “ aver d oul) ‘ 
witty db des Ch eviseo ag 0 Be 
“i Ubid awole to she oda Ke fyb ihh " 
aoe wile te 200 a gob tx en "wo 


wc a hye her “y ee ne ia wire pee: 


oe i 


Hycuns coelas ptt a Chita) eee alt A CUI ey 

you ed ucihert oT doin wl ann ni reeohSe & 
Dirk mogorsent ys ho aunt id - Ji Laon tole 
du weed bow gall gaa erat of faob betbaiwh 


wt 





sae 


ee Mts ple 


Ce 


) 
' 
; 
] 





The White Man Comes 


One of the first white settlers to explore this 


_secuon of West Jersey was Mahlon Stacy as 


his letters to his brother Revell Stacy show. 
Written from the falls of the Delaware in West 


Jersey on April 26th, 16080, one says in part, as - 


follows: “but now a word or two ol those 


“Strange reports you have of us and our COUNLLY: 


1 allirm they are not true, and fear they were 
spoke from a spirit of envy. Lt is a cotinury that 
produceth all things for the support and sus- 
tenance of man, in a plentiful manner; if it 
were not so, I should be ashamed otf what | have 
written, etc.” 

The New Jersey Historical Society has in 
ils possession a diary recording the expericnces 


~olf a ‘surveying party in) Warren’ County in 


1715. It was written by John Reading, Jr., who 
with his father and others surveyed the length 
of the Musconetcony river, Budd Lake, the 
Pequest river, and a large lake called) Fluppa- 
chong (Hopatcong). One entry dated May 31, 


1715, reads as follows: “Surveyed along the: 


Muskonetcong river. Junté 1, we traversed the 
river still higher with intention to lay out a 
lot for Mahlon Stacy, and completed the same, 
when alter our arrival at our horses ‘Thomas 
Stevenson and Samuel Green came up the river 
in quest of us and told us that our labors there 
bestowed upon the river was all in vain, for 
they had surveyed the land belore us.” 

The earliest dced recorded in the county 
clerk’s office at Newton is dated Sept. 10th, 1723. 
In 1725, George Green and John Axtord  sur- 
veyed lands at Green’s Pond and Oxlord. In 
1725, Nicholas Dupui came down the “Old 
Mine Road” and with others from Esopus, came 
over into the Pequest valley. At the same time 
a number of Quakers came up from Burlington 
and sought places to settle in. this vicinity. I 
have in my possession an original grant of land 


for 300 acres, given John Woolston of Burling- 


ton, dated October 31, 1745, on which land he 
settled near Port Colden. ‘Phere are indications 
that some families had settled in this vicinity 
by 1725, but there are no records as to whom 


: 


to the Musconetcong 


they were or where they settled. ‘The first name 
given this place was Crow Valley and it would 
sull be appropriate. 

‘Vhomas Helms and his family came from 
County “Pyrone, Ireland, to this valley, and 
erected a mill on the Musconctcong before 
176-4. “his was later the site occupied by Young-. 
blood’s Mill. He was the father of General 
Helns, of the Revolutionary Army, and a grand- 
father of Major ‘Vhomas Helms, of the War of 
1812. For a while this place-was known as Helin’s 
Mills. 

Other carly scttlers here were named Ayers, 
Hazen and Landon. Obadiah Ayers in 1754, pur- 
chased the Lambert “Vract trom the heirs. Oba- 
diah was one of three: brothers who came. to 
this country from Aberdeen, Scotland, and whose 
descendants are numerous in New Jersey. Oba- 
diah Ayers gave the land for the old Presby- 
terian church and burying ground in 1764, and 
the first Methodist sermon delivered in this 
vicinity was preached in his house. ‘Phe Ayers 
family operated mills at this place or at White 
Hall, a mile north of: here, for more than a 
century, 

Other families in or near Hackettstown: be- 
fore the Revolution were Hackett, Little, Os- 
mun, Cummins, ‘Thompson, Fleming, Sharpe, 
Swayze, Groll, ‘Vodd, Day, Davis, Bell, and Mac- 
Lean, nearly all of whom have representatives 
living in Warren County today. . 

It is a well known fact. that northwestern 
New Jersey was settled by two or more distinct 
streains of cmugration; one from Ulster County, 
New York, consisting of Hugucnot and Hol- 
lander stock; and another from around Phila- 
delphia, consisting of Quakers, Germans, Scotch- 
Irish and Irish. 

Hackett and Helms are as Irish as Ayers 
and Landon and Hazen: are English, or Stewart 
and Boyd, Scotch-Irish, or Kerr and Maxwell, 
Scotch, or Flumerfelt and Hause are Dutch. 

John Hackett was an Irishman who settled 
here very early. He was born in 1728, and in 
1755 married Elizabeth Reading, the daughter 
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8 : THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


of John Reading, who as Governor of New Jer- 
sey in 1757 to 1758, made Hackett large grants 
of land in the vicinity. of Hackettstown. This 
Governor John Reading was the father of 
Montgomery Reading, who was one of the early 
elders of the Presbyterian church here. Samuel 
Hackett, the son of John Hackett and Elizabeth 
Reading was born in 1757, ayd on, September 
20, 1766, John Hackett dicd at the age of 38 
years. ‘he son, Samuel died January 1a bee 
at the age of 33 years. Both father and son died 
“at an early age. 7 
Many old histories | have in my possession 
state that this town was named for Samuel 
Hackett. A history of the local Presbyterian 
Church written August 5,. 1886, states that the 
town was named for (the father) John Hackett. 
However, there are some discrepancies in both 
assertions but the results are the same— 
Hackettstown WAS NAMED for the HACKETT 
FAMILY, ms 
Early historians claim that Samuel Hackett, 
son of John Hackett, at one time lived in a log 
house which was situated on the eastern side 
of Bowers Pond. His last residence was in the 
Morgan Lozier house which stood on Main 
street in the location now occupicd by the 
A. & P. Store. Many years ago this Lozier house 
was moved by ‘Thomas Shields Jr., across a va- 
cant lot to where the Hotel Clarendon now 
stands and was incorporated in this first hotel 
building. 


REDEMPTIONERS 

A type of servitude prevailed in Uhis section 
and in the adjoining provinces, from around 
1730, until after 1820, the subjects of it being 
known as “redemptioners.” These were poor 
people living in central Europe who wished tc 
‘come to America in hopes of enjoying religious 
freedom, better living conditions and more 
comforts in the new world. 


The years that were peculiarly remarkable 


for the importation of Palatinate redempuoners 
| Be 


were from 1728 to 1780, yet the practice of sell- 
ing continued tor many years after that. Ship 
owners and other interested parues largely ad- 
vertised in glowing terms the advantages to be 
obtained by going to live in the new world, es- 
pecially New Jersey. Redemptioners were per- 


sons who sold themselves for, a term of years 


An order to pay for their passage to the shores 
of America. 


‘These emigrants, before embarking, signed 
a bond to the master of the vessel authorizing 
him, on arrival here, to sell them into a service 
for a term sufhcient to pay the price agreed upon 
for passage. When they arrived here they would 
be put up at auction and sold to the ‘highest 
bidder, just as slaves were sold. “Vhe purchaser 
had the right to resell the services of the re- 
demptioners and they often passed through sey- 
eral hands before they would work themselves 
into -Lreedom. 
| ‘Lheré were men who-amade a business of 
buying a’ large number of these servitudes from 
the masters of ships, driving them through the 
country side-and selling them to different land 
Owncrs. ‘The trade was very brisk for many 
years but broke off about 1795, as numbers of 
them ran away from the drivers. 

The prices. paid were usually very low. 
Around 1725, German redemptioners in Phila- 
delphia sold for about ten pounds each for as 
long as five years of servitude, but in some cases 
they brought more than that for a single year. 
A story is told of one of these soul-drivers hav- 
ing been wicked by one of his herd. ‘This fel- 
low, by a-lithe management, contrived to be 
the part of the flock that remained unsold, and 
ol course travelled about with his master. One 
night they lodged at a tavern, and in the morn- 
ing the young fellow arose carly and sold his 
master to the landlord, pocketed the money, 
and marched off. Belore going, he used precau- 
tion to warn, the buyer that, though tolerably 
clever in. other respects, the redemptioner was 
rather saucy and a litle apt to lic. “hat he had 
even been presumptuous enough at times to en- 
deavor to pass for master, and that he might 
possibly represent himself as such to him. 

In due time thousands of these emigrants 


reached this counuy through this procedure. 


Many of them, after serving out their ume 
faithfully, came, by frugality and industry, to 
be among the most influential citizens. in this 
state, It was what would be called today,—""com- 
ing up the hard way.” [ have heard that some 
prominent families in this community have 
bragged that their ancestors first came to the 
shores of America under these circumstances— 
and it could well be. 
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Hackettstown’s 


On a bright summer Sunday morning in 
the year 1776, during a service held by the pas- 
tor, Rev. Francis Peppard in the original Pres- 
bytertan church. in Hackettstown, a stranger of 
modest but impressive appearance: entered. 
Carrying upon his arm a pair ol saddle bags, 
he quietly took a scat and gave reverent atten- 
tion to the sermon, At the close of the service 
the stranger arose and requested the privilege 
of speaking a word before the congregation 
was dismissed. His request was not granted but 
he did not however appear to be in the least 
disconcerted. ; 

‘Lhe original church stood where the Presby- 
terian Chapel now stands. The land on which 
the church stood was purchased of Obadiah 


‘Ayers in 1764. He then owned all the land on 


the northeast side of Main Street. Mr. Ayers 
Was present at the services above referred to and 
was impressed by the presence and spirit of the 
stranger. He approached him in a cordial man- 
ner and invited him to his ‘home, saying that 
he would there find a welcome and the privilege 


of saying what he desired to say. 


The occurrence at the morning service. stir- 
red the people of the community so that the 
first service held that same Sunday alternoon 
in the Ayers home was. largely attended. ‘Vhis 
man was John Cooper, a young iunerant 
Methodist preacher of whom Bishop Asbury 
said “he -was a man who. spoke ‘the purpose.” 
Among Mr. Cooper’s audience at the house of 
Obadiah Ayers was Daniel Hazen, a Presby- 
terian who lived in a small frame house on the 
trout brook near the present location of the 
fish hatchéry buildings, on the farm called the 


Aaron Sutton farm. Mr. Hazen owned this farm 


and the Stewart farm later owned by the Cen- 
tenary Junior College. Vhe foundation walls 
of his home were removed. not many years ago. 

Mr. Hazen also opened his house for public 
services and Mr, Cooper afterward preached 
there and at Obadiah Ayers’ and at the home 
of Abram Giles who lived on the Johnson Cum- 
mins farm on the road to Vienna. Mr. Hazens 


Early Homes 


daughter Rachel, an interested hearer of the 
new doctrine afterward marricd Peter » Valen- 
tine a Hessian soldier of the Revolutionary War 
and became the mother of Judge Caleb H. Val- 
entine and Nancy Valentine. ‘They were both 
persons ol more than ordinary ability. Nancy 
married Henry L.. Pownall a cabinet maker and 
for many years they resided opposite the Meth- 
odist church in the house ‘later occupied by 
Martin Labar’s laundry, being the second house 
north of Church Street. His cabinet shop was 
in the building later owned by Reuel Bartron, 
being the third house north of Church Street. 

In my possession is a very old law book 
called “A Practical “Vreatise on Pleading” by 
Joseph Chitty, Esq. published in 1809. On the 
fly leaf is written with pen and ink the follow- 
ing: “Henry L. Pownall bought of N. Saxton’s 
1809." It later found its way into the law library 
of Caleb H. Valentine and is so marked. At the 
bottom of the page is signed: “M. J. Young- 
blood, Hackettstown, N. Ps Febs 18; 1887.0" Mar- 
tin Youngblood was a well known lawyer prac- 
tising here in later years. 

Judge Valentine and Mrs. Pownall furnished 
the principal unpublished facts herein stated 
to Rey. E. M. Grithth of the Newark Methodist 
Conterence in b858. Fler niece Mrs. Andrew 
Primmer (Moury Rea, daughter of Dr. Wine Rea) 
in Whose home (the stone house, now the Com- 
munity House) Aunt Nancy Pownall lived for 
many years alter the death of her husband says: 
“She abounded in charity toward all.” She was 
born at Hackettstown on the old Wagner farm 
(Mrs. Wagner owned the Klotz & Ackley and 
the Porter farms many years ago) on April 16, 
1790, when it was but a small hamlet of a few 
houses. She died December 4, 1881, in the ninety- 
second year of her age and entered into the 
joys that are Eternal. . 


FIRST HOUSE 

The house of Obadiah Ayers occupies a 
unique place in the history of Hackettstown. It 
was situated in the rear of the. brick house, 
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10 THE STORY OF HACKE PYSTOWN 


the secona building east olf the Methodist 
church, Later owned by ANaron B, Mitchell, then 
by Jays. Christian; then for years by Flerman 
Marlatt. and is now owncd by Harold Gibbs 
and is now. called: No, 221 Main street. 

‘This old house was probably consuucted of 
logs and measured about 16 x 22 feet and in- 
cluded an open fire place. It was shown on a 
map of Hackettstown amade in 1773. It is quite 
evident that later this house was torn down and 
a brick building was built nearer the street. 


Some time after this a wooden annex was built 


in the rear of the brick building. ‘Vhis was large. 
ly built on the old foundation walls of the first 
wooden structure, ‘Vhere had never been a cel- 
lar under the first. old house or under the an- 


nex until about 1910, when Jay Christian dug 


a small place to house a heating plant. In later 
years Herman Marlatt dug out the rest of the 
cellar and reinforced the old foundation wails. 
The old original walls of Obadiah vAyers’ first 
-house can easily be seen at this time by going 
into the cellar under the wooden annex to this 
building. 

History tells us that Obadiah Ayers, in 1754, 
purchased from the “‘Vhomas Lambert estate 
1200 acres of land and settled on the east side 
of Main Strect as the first ‘known. settler in 
Hackettstown proper. From a. close examina: 
tion of this location as compared to documents 
in amy possession I am thoroughly convinced 


that this was the site of the home ros Obadiah ° 


Ayers and? HACKETTSTOWN ’S FIRST 
DWELLING, | 


OBADIATRAYERS THE 
FIRST SETTLER 

It must be understood that much of the land 
in this part of West Jersey had been taken up 


by large ‘grants’ at an carly date. In many cases’ 


it was years alter before the land was. settled. 


As stated before all of what was called West: 


Jersey originally belonged to Lord Berkeley. 
His interest was later purchased by John Fen- 
wick and Edward Byllinge. Under pressure of 
circumstances Byllinge’s. property was sold by 
William Penn and others, as Vrustees, to dil- 


ferent purchasers, who thereby became pro- 


prietors, in common with them. 
One of these was “Thomas Lambert whe 


purchased some 1200 acres in the Musconetcong 
villey, being land situated on the cast side of 
what is now Main street in Hi: ickettstown. This 
is the land which Obadiah Ayers purchased 
in 1754 from the Lambert estate 

Obadiah was the first to recognize the po- 
tential possibilities of this beautiful valley as 
a permanent homesite. His was the first home 
on record in what is now called thackettstown. 
He was the founder of this town in reality—to 
him should go the honor, 

After two hundred years let us go. back: and 
find out who he was and how he happened 
come here. 

John Ayers the immigrant, who arrived ‘with 
other members of the Massachusetts Bay Com- 
pany at Newbury, Mass. on the ship “TAMES” 
in the year 1655, was registered John “Ayres.” 
He was at Ipswich, Mass. in 16-16, and in Haver- 
hill, Mass. in 1047. He died March 31, 1657. 

His son Obadiah Ayers, the first, born 1636, 
marricd on March 19, 16061, Hannah Pike, ‘the 
daughter of John Pike, who also came on the 
ship “JAMES.” “Vhis John Pike was the ances- 


‘tor of Capt. Zebulon Pike of the Revolutionary 


War and his son, Gen. Zebulon M. Pike of the 
Mie? Ofs 13 Te 

John Pike with two daughters and their 
husbands (Ayers & Worth) organized a group 
of colonists who came to Woodbridge, N. J: 
between 1065 and 1067, and obtained grants 
of land from Lord Berkeley and Sir George Car- 
terct, through their appoimted Governor, Philip 
Carteret, then residing at Elizabethtown with 
their families. ; 

John Ayers the second, son of Obadiah the 
first, located at, Baskinridge, Somerset County, 
N. J., where he and his son, Obadiah the second 
became founders of the First Presbyterian 
Church, of Baskinridge, noted for its great oak 
under which men gathered for the War of the 


Revolution, and for its school of evangelists. 


Obadiah Ayers the second, born at Wood- 
br idge, January, F695, married (1) on February 
15th 1717, Elizabeth Compton, and (2) Deborah 
(?) (A certain Major Compton lived ina neat 
collage on the edge of Hackettstown, on the 
Allamuchy road). 

Obadiah the. second bought 153 acres* ol 


James Alexandcér; and he is recorded, in 1731, 


as a ‘Trustee of the Presbyterian Church at Bas- 
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kinnidge. Sometime belore 1754, Obadiah the 
second moved northward into what is now War- 
ren County and bought of the Lambert Estate 
some 1200 acres of land in the Musconetcong 
valley at the present location of Hackettstown, 

Here he was appomtcd by King George II 
the first magistrate of Sussex County, Novem- 
ber 21st, 1754. In 1764, Obadiah deeded to the 
Presbyterian congregation land upon which to 
build a church. “Pwenty-cight years later, in 
1792, Obadiah Ayers 3rd., grandson of Obadiah 
2nd deeded land for a burying ground along- 
side of the church. Obadiah the second died 
in 1780 during the dark days of the Revolution- 
ary War. ‘Vhree’ children of Obadiah Ayers 


-the second were: Paticnce born Dec. 9, 1717; 


Elizabeth born Oct. 28, 1720; Ezekiel the first, 
born Feb. 23, 1730, died Aug. 5, 1796, buried 


in-a grave adjoining the Presbyterian churcly 


in Hackettstown, Phe tombstone which marked 
this grave was latcr removed to the Union Cem- 
etery. Inscription as follows: In memory ol 


EARLY HOMES:) FIRS SETTLER 11 


Ezekiel Ayers, Esq., who died August 5th, 1796, 
in the 67th year of his age. Son of Obadiah. 

Ezekicl’s first wife was -Annetka Stark; his 
second wile was Ellie (7). Eight) children of 
Evekiel Ayers were as follows: ; 

1. Obadiah the 3rd, born March 10, 1753; 
he lived in Hackettstown, N. J., and inherited 
all of the land east of Main street. Ele it was 
who deeded the land for the Presbyterian grave 
yard. 3 

2. Ezekiel the second, the Revolutionary 
soldicr, born November 25, 175-4, died August 
21, 1835. He lived in Rockaway, Morris County. 

3,4 Sarah, bom), Marely9, 1757. 

4. Amos, born Jan. 1, 1761, removed from 
Hackettstown about 1806. 

5: Margaret, born Oct. 2, 1763, died 1842, 
Married Daniel Stewart and moved to Newton, 
N. J.. 


6. Aaron, born Aug. 1, 1767; died 1829, he 


‘moved to Sussex in 1806.. 
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Peter Mucklow Home. Oldest in town. 
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12 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


7. “Anna, born April 4,. 1772, Ezekiel’s’ last 
child with Annetka Stark, 


8. Archibald, born May. 5, 1781: Ezekiel’s — 


only child by Efhe, his second wite. 


This repetition of names in a family is a 


headache to the genealogist. In this case we have 
in seven generations, two John’s, two Ezckiel’s 
‘and three Obadiah's as follows: 


1. Jobn Ayers (first) 
2. Obadiah (first) 

3.. John (second) 

4. Obadiah (second) 
Doo E7akicl (Mist). 

6. Obadiah (third) 
7. Ezekiel (second) 


THE FIRST FIVE HOUSES 

The present locations of these houses are 
determined from an early map of Hacketts- 
town published in 1773. | 

l1. Small brick building located. at No. 310 
Main street, near Warren. Many years ago this 
was the home of Peter Mucklow. Later the son, 
John B. Mucklow used it as a hat shop and 


built a home next'ta it which is also still stand- 
ing. . 

2. A small house which: stood. on Main 
street’ at the corner of Grand avenue, where now 
is located the store of Atwood Axford. Prior 
to thts William Everitt, “Thomas Shields and 
Marvin Shiclds had clothing stores here, in this: 
order. — ; 

3. Old house along the Musconetcong river 

in the rear of the Helm’s imill and, later the old 
Youngblood imill. lt was demolished some years 
avo by Floyd Gruendyke who then owned the 
mull property. syst 
«4d. Old house occupied by Obadiah Ayers 
and built in L754. Lt was situated in the rear 
ol what ts now No. 221 Main street. Back of this 
house and down in the swamp was an old 
slaughter house. A complete story about this 
house elsewhere in this book. ‘The first. Meth- 
odist. sermon in’ Hackettstown was preached 
here. Old foundation still in existence. 
5. Old dwelling which was occupied years 
later by Mrs. Menaugh. A new house was built 
on its site and later occupied by Clifford John- 
son and now known as No. 227 Main street and 
occupied by Leonard M. Fiedler. 


LOCATION OF SOME OLD HOMES 


Occupant IN 1954 
Samuel Beatty 


John Shaw 
Chas. S. ‘Villou 


Mrs. Ernest Saunders 


J. W. Armstrong 
Frank Souders 

Ay bh Campbell 
Harold Davis 
Hairy C. Beers 
Harold) Nunn 

~ William H. Young 
Mrs. Charles “TP. Wade 
Joseph A. Lynch 
Harry R. Gulick 

' Mrs. Bessie Pazew 
Mrs. J. P. Murphy 


Mrs. Raymond Zellers | 


Ernest. Hinck 
George Goble 
Jacob Garabed 

~ Mrs. Frank Cook 
James H. Holden 
Leonard M. Fiedler 
‘Harold Gibbs 


STREET ADDRESS 

108 Mountain Ave. 
5320 Washington |e 
508 Grand Avenue 
106 Mountain Ave. 
300 Main Street 
226 Main Street 
43 Main Street — 


119 Willow Grove St. 


116 Mountain Ave. 
52 Main: Street 

110 Mill Street 

40) Main Street 
288 Main Strect 
807 High Strect 
111 Mill Street 

50 Main Street 

105 East Ave. 

ld4+ Mountain Ave. 
47 Main Street 

63 Main Street 
274 Main Street 
109 Mill Street 
227 Main ‘Street 


“219 Main Street 


OccurANr 1854 


oy or eareie 
* John ‘Tims 


Judge Stephen Vail 


-Dr. ‘Vheodore Crane 


Robert Rusling 
J. CG. Baggot 

Charles M. ‘Vitus 
Robert Q. Bowers, 
Jacob C. Allen 

Silas S.° Harvey 
Presbyterian Manse 
John B. ‘Vitus 

Isaac Van Horn 
Judge Win. A. Porter 
Dr. John S. Cook 
Benjamin Hall 

Isaac W. Crane’ 

A. Cramer 

Mis. Wagner (Tenant) 
A. B. Mitchel 
William L. Johnson 
H; H. Van Atta 

Mrs. Menaugh 

W. G. Gardner > 































Sa is 
c nie 
Dette Nite wel) 7 fer se oot sean ore oid | * vent. 2 tua ay ae 
iiee ani 
nike ty dour it tthe “aid nawie #, a eo beidosd 
won spake pair T bie te tiriye ail iy toads. a 
wit AAR ibait, Hes arrest! oi Horol a 4 a lint» ‘ 
‘bay shige ecitod | ea, nuyetfied ae) as ae ow yas | 7 
CL ee) lial y bad lathe otc ls tes ‘ll im iene as d e 
‘vakies rae se valid “eh 4 et ft ty 7 
Years goodie ih) Salih Seige oi Cite : a ay ) 
Iola fi wotel dove lint eridat lo vox seh at oy ; ‘(aer) cingh, wtlol, os 7 
- ‘ fit le ak aes ne (teu) dethedQ, 4 4 
emay vidoe Lolelowiub ema iat hooldpone dt er aa x . of 
yt bare agih odw sAyhhanO byolt yd og ay | thitoree) abel v4 1 
ergony Mun (brie y4) usted ; 
rs owt) vel Loner apo orient WTO bh yeah doidgsd « he 
gen oth ai boise ova WO BET ad Hise baw (bainhy dnibndQ + 
aia fo ult Jostic Ginth (SE UW won 2 rade lo . ¥ aii tyialoy a P 
blocs ana apiewe oth ee fiwob bad veteotl we _ ye ity aa) 
tub) woods yitde stolen F sevodl iysthytrale any ey 
stig’ jai) aati a add i wivitvoe veworl ede JOH AVIA Pesta, aur.’ k 
borate anw bkwowtodyedd= ti sundae eile sin egeuorl seostt ton tres ved ren] yf oS 
Sonngeco in toe wiuelninol Pf) soos AlodanH fo «pon ghia eo won boniansteh : 
thay Tigao enye dorite aiitiowh INQ « | 001. ab bodeildug wet ay 
Hil om aenol Wan - ukgiaiele aM yd israel Oe oV ie : bean gniblind daved Wes A), 


«artfhol Leicthiht>, yal Lvigy pa de isk fis; ore vt 08 eich ooh eMboy cant eoelgail icin Ris s.noge one 
bos tou wninht TSS .0Vi eB awondwon bon toe toe Sele ‘itaiel Ain © sae 
POlbei Wh Dation. Fd in aaa | bens Ne on | iP’ 


guido, ohio S08 4O 10111208 re 


FBI ree 90 eumia jake 
obi. sb: we ibe oH) - 
aur oiled 1 GoPynute WE OSE i 


ney msquared ruby * yyy th huivte 
“aed snobout Tac 
Bewtanl dioktesh: 


Ee roxgetl 9 Ar ee Sarre si 
Were aut 1h cath mes oar 
Beets Gy ssl Bh Aaa 

Cele g Os Ae ac ea 
Ae des yard 4 eg i 


/ see Win) heat 
ee es a 


x 3 —— a 
> 0 Ciel 


\ ier by ee 'y 
ine 


y : : ee \ i ’ 
4 1 pote es 
ut acti ’ 
oT ee J , ; 
7 ‘ £V/ 7 


The Morris Turnpike 


In 1806, the Legislature of the State of New 


Jersey granted a charter authorizing a private 


company to build a toll road from Morris “own 


to Phillipsburg or rather to the Delaware River 
opposite the town of Easton, Penna. 

A fact not generally known is that this route, 
although always called the Morris ‘Purnpike, 


was chartered as the Washington ‘Purnpike. ‘Che: 


route was from Morris ‘own through Chester 
and German Valley to Schooley’s) Mountain 
Springs, then to Pleasant Grove, Penwell, Wash- 
ington and so on to what is now Phillipsburg. 

The original charter was, of coursc, written 
in ink, probably with a goose quill. But a copy 
Was typewritten some years ago and this copy 
was carclully preserved in the safe of the bor- 
ough clerk at the town hall m= Washington, 
N. Ji . 


Once ox-drawn vehicles plodded their weary, 


way along its course, but now even a horse Is 
rarely seen, The act to incorporate the Wash- 
ington ‘Turnpike Company was enacted by the 


General Assembly of this state on March 3,_ 
1806... The incorporators were David Welsh, , 


Nicholas Ebe- 


never Drake, Isracl Canfield, James Litth:, John 


George Bidelman, Neighbour, 
McCarter, Edward Condit, Henry Cooper and 
Samuel Sherred. “Phe Incorporators were au- 
thorized also’ to -build a branch road from 
Schooley’s Mountain Springs to Hacketts “Pown. 

It is evident that at that early date Schooley’s 
Mountain was famous as a health resort be- 
cause the conditions were that the road should 
“pass by or near the celebrated mineral springs.” 

The act specified that the incorporators 
“shall give security to the governor of the state 
to pay the subscription money which they shall 
receive to the treasurer ‘of the turnpike com- 
pany, and to perform the other duties required 
of them by this act, tor which,services they shall 
be paid by the turnpike company.” 

‘The subscriptions consisted of 12,000 shares 


at $25.00 each. A president was chosen and seven | 


directors. ‘Vhey had “all the powers, rights, and 
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privileges incident to a body politic and cor- 
porate for a term of 99 years, and they and their 
successors shall be in law capable of suing and 
being sued, and of purchasing, holding and con- 
veying any estate, real and personal, for use of 
said Corporauion.” 

Charles Clark of Essex County, Benjamin 
Ludlow of Morris and Daniel Stewart of Sussex 
were named as commilssioners to lay out the 
turnpike from Morris ‘PFown to the Delaware 
River. It was stipulated that “they have due 
regard to the situation and nature of the ground, 
the ‘buildings thereon, the public convenience 
and the interest of the stockholders, so that the 
said road shall not pass through any burying 
ground, nor place of public worship, nor any 
dwelling house whatever, nor any other private 
building of the value of $300.00 without the con- 
sent of the owner or owners thereof.” 

‘Vhe act provided that in the middle of the 
turnpike there should be formed a space or 


artificial road, not less than 30 feet in breadth, 


the center to be raised 15 inches at least above 
the sides, rising toward the middle by a gradual 
arch, the artificial road to be welk drained by 
ditches and subterranean passages for water. 

Vhe .voad had to be bedded with stone or 
other hard substances, so as to secure a dry 
and solid foundation at all seasons of the year. 
It was required that 20 feet thereof should be. 
faced with gravel or broken stone so as to form 
a firm and even surlace, and no part of it should 
risc above an angle of five degrees of a parallel 
with «the horizon. 

Good and sufficient: bridges were required, 
not less than 22 feet wide, to be kept in repair 
by the company, and in case they were not so 
kept, the corporation or any of its officers were 
hhable -to be proceeded against as in “the cases 
of overseers of highways for neglect of duty. 
“And that wherever the said road in passing 
over low ground or other places is raised so 
much at the margin, or side of the travelling 
path as to render carriages passing thereon 
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14 THE STORY OF HACKEFITSTOWN 


liable to upset, the said company shall. cause. 


a good and sufhcient railing to be erected and 
maintained on the sides so as to prevent horses 
or carriages from running olf,” 

The act took carc of  gate-crashers and 
chiselers. If any person with a team of horses 
cut out of the toll road to avoid the gates and 
enter upon private property, and then cnter the 
toll road again on the opposite side, such per- 
son was Hable toa forfeit three times the legal 
toll. . 

When a toll collector unnecessarily delayed 
or hindered any traveler, or took more than the 
legal toll, he was subject to a fine of $20.00, the 
fine going to the sole use of the injured person. 
All persons using the turnpike were required to 
keep their horses and vehicles on the right side 
of the road, in the passing direction, leaving the 
other side free and clear for other vehicles; 
fine for violation, two dollars. 

Vhis interesting schedule of. tolls was laid 
down in the act, having quaint significance in 
this day of modern roads and wansportation. 
As tollows: Per each mile traveled: 

For every carriage, sleigh or sled, drawn. by 
one beast, ONE CENT. 

For each additional beast, ONE CEN DP. 

For each beast,. excceding lour, “TWO 
CENTS: 
~ For every horse and ridcr or led horse or 
mile, ONE CEN‘: 

lor every dozen calves, sheep ov hogs, FIVE 
~MILLS. ont 

For every dozen of horses, mules or cattle, 
ONE CENT. 

‘The company shall not demand any toll from 
any persons passing to or from public. worship 
on the Sabbath day, or to or trom any mill to 
which he may resort for the grinding of erin 
for his families use. Or: for horses, carriages, 
sleighs or. sleds conveying any person to or 
from a funeral, or any person passing to or 
from any business on the farm, or any militia- 
man passing to or from any training on a must- 
er day appointed by law.” “Phe company was 
required to set up milestones or posts for cach 
mile on the turnpike, cach to be marked so as 
to show the distance of said) post trom Morris 
‘Town. A printed list of the rates was required 
to be posted at all times. 


An advertisement copied from the 
“Palladium of Liberty? - 
Dated; Vhursday July 15, 1819 | 
Printed and Published by Jacob Mann. 
Morris “Town, N. J. 
POST) COACEHI 
MORREYVOWN NEW. LINE * $1.00. FARE 

This coach wall start Irom the house of the 
subscriber, i Morris; Pown, on Puesdays, ‘Vhurs- 
clays, and Saturdays, at 5 o'clock in the morning, 
and arrive at the Rising-Sun ferry, ncar Eliza- 
beth “Lown point, in time for a passage, in the 
New and elegant copper bottomed, Steam-boat 
Ballona, at 15 minutes past 8 o'clock. Passcneers 
by. this coach will leave New-York at 11 o'ctock 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, in the 
Vice-president’s Steam Boat the Nautilus, at 
White Hall near the battery. 

The coach will wait upon people at any 
house in, Morris-Pown; but passengers must 
engage them seats the night previous. Vhis coach 
will also accommodate, passengers who wish to- 
cross in Goy, Ovdens Stcam-boat at the point, 
by going there with them and, calling for them, 
returning, provided their seats are engaged the 
might previous, as above. 

Passenecrs by this Post-Coach, can be accom- 
modated by Messrs. Drake's. line ol stages, [rom 
Morris: Fown to Schoolies Mountain Mineral 
Springs -for one Dollar, sixty-two and a hall 
cents, ancl to Easton for three dollars and twen- 
ty-five cents— Phose desirous of voing to Easton, 
must take their seats ino “Phe Post-Coach on 
Wednesday, and Fridays, and to Bethlehem on 
Fridays. “Phere will be ‘a stage running daily 
from.) Morris- own to the Springs. ‘Those de- 
sirous to. avail themselves ol the advantages of 
this line, will only pay thei fare in’ Messrs. 
Drake's stiige to Morvis- Pown, and will please 
to have it understood’ when they cngage their 
seats. . | 

The fare for? each passenger in this .Post- 
Coach, from Morris: Pown to the Rising Sun 
Ferry, will be one Dollar, and in the Steam- 
boat to.or from New York, only twenty-five cents. 

The subscriber will go into New York every 
trip himscll, and will transact business lor any 
person lor a reasonable compcnsation, and be 
responsible for every thing committed, particu- 
larly to his care. 

(Sioned) WILLIAMS WOOLLEY 
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Governors of 


Chronological List of the Governors of 
New Jersey - 


GOVERNORS OF EAST JERSEY 


PT Cla thO rei east so dees apie eRe 1665-1681 
Roberg, Barclay sac dor kiges.+.-- cae bias 1682-1685 
‘Thomas Rudyard, Deputy Gow. ....... 1683 

Gawahhe Laurie wes Ba ae eae eee 1683 

Lond Neal Canwpbelh co...) gees.. 1685-1691 
Andrew Hantilton c.ccccccccssecscnseseeesere 1692-1697 
TOGGLE BASSO) s.nksdebinins tne Siamene ass 16098-1699 


GOVERNORS OF WEST JERSEY 


Samucl Jennings, DEBu ty px ..re CANAX L681 
‘Thomas Oliver, Governor. ...... uptaagtrs. 184-1685 
Jolin. Skoin oDiegity Ta ot... 4h ae. 1685-1687 — 
William Welsh, Deputy m Ee skeccs cane eo noma 1686 
Danicl Coxe, Governor ..... Pe Ay eee 1687 
ATHATO WL AAAI IVEON ect. Bay. . 1692-1697 
Jeremmth, Basse! Dep bys’ ...08! reheat 1697-1699 
Andrew Hamilton, Governor. ............. 16099 

) till surrender to the Crown |........... 1702 


EAST AND WEST JERSEY UNITED 


John Lord Cornbury, Governor .......... 17035-1709 

| Jolin Lovelace, (Died in office). ......,... 1708 : 
Richard Ingolsby, hs Tero .. 1709-1710 
Gem. Andrew Hunter! a5. se cy... 1710-1720 
Witham Ud }.....5.-cdp..8-- pl: ae Ye ee 1720-1727 
Jolth: Mamtoonmaric Aucinauiticwla..... 1728-1731 
LeWis (MOrri§: hoc... lcctuctesees oT aes 

* William SOS an ae a BS 1732-1736 
Jolgy Elation... 28 heheh. 1730-1738 


The above were also governors of New York 
at the same time. ae 


SEPARATE FROM NEW YORK 


Lewis Morris ....... te), ae de lea 1738-1746 ° 
ORR PRRMGOTI «pe cspiay yiewwap® 1746-1747 
Jongthap Belcher 7.0 il Peace 1747-1757 


ip 


27 GREEN, Robert S., 


New Jersey 


POU BG OMTIIO at fy, coe A eC a oe I, 1757-1758 
erp tha Wn iy Ty Reema bar ap te ee 1758-1760 
BDO ae eRe Le cc sisas canta Noe cone 1760-1761 
BUG CW: Cyc | SS Sane Pree ico Se 1761-1763 
VV tae ee 1763-1766 


Revolutionary and State Government 
THE GOVERNORS OF NEW JERSEY: 

IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. 
1776-1790 
1790-1792 
1792-1801 
1801-1812 
1812-1813 
) PENNINGTON, William S. 1813-1815 
1815-1817 
8 WiLLIAMsON, Isaac H. 1817-1829 
1829-1832 
1852-1833 
1853-1836 
1836-1837 
1837-1843 07. 
I843-t4, 1848-51 
1845-1848 
1851-1854 
1854-1857 
1857-1860 
1860-1863 


1. Lavincsvon, William 

2 PATERSON, William 

3 Hower, Richard 
BLooMEIELD, Joseph 


t 

5 Ocpen, Aaron 

6 

7 Ditexerson, Mahlon 


- Vroom, Peter D. 

10 SowurTuHaARy,* Samuel 
1] Seepry, Elias P. 

12 Dickerson, Philemon 
13 PENNINGFON; William 
14 Haines, Danicl 

15 Srravron, Charles C. 
16. Forr, George F. 

17 Price, Rodman M. 
18 Newent, William A, 
19 Orpen, Charles S. 

20 PARKER, Joel IS63-66, 1872-75 
21. Wao Marcusits 1866-1869 _ 

229 RANDOLPH, Pheodore F, 1869-1872 
1875-1878. 
1878-1881 
1881-1884 
1884-87, 1890-93 
1887-1890 
1895-1896 
1896-1898 
1899-1902 
1902-1905. 


23 Bepie, Joseph D. 
24 McCe._van, George B. 
25 Luptow, George B. 


20 AbBETY, Leon 


28 Werts, George 'T. 
29 Griccs, John W. 
30. 


31 Murry, Franklin 


so 


VooruHers, Foster M. 
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16 THE SVORY OF. HACKELTSTOWN 


32° SioKes, Edward C. 1905-1908 POPULAT ION OF HACK a I ST OWN 
33 Fort, John Franklin 1908-1911 | ' BY YEARS 


31 Wirson, Woodrow Cio Said | PTE crs. peigy A mee ee 80 
35 FIELDER, James F. LOV4-L917 a Te URC CUA REL So le men ea 450 
36 Epcr, Walter Evans 1917-19, 19-44-47 BAD YE Lise cick. Remark.) s au bie. OU 
37 Epwarps, Edward I. FO2Z0°1925 BGO MR HRA AteG. oe eit aut 1351. 
38 Sinzer, George S. - 192521920 4.10 4 Lape TO CEE ete cA eae EN 2902 
39 Moore, A. Harry - 1926-29; 32-35, 38-41 — pets! Hera Piya al eam eocth 2502 
40 Larson, Morgan F. 1929-1932 Be Sieh as rhage cies ocr eee Wee aes erhicesege Weer ee 
41 Horrman, Harold G. 1935-1938 = es CY eRe We se Mae igo. 7 e 
42 Epison, Charles 1941-1944 Be EE a bial. bebe ences aeaabiynrantesnaes ni 21D 
43 Driscorr, Alfred’ E. 1947-19544 1920 corer etteenreanes pigeon Bees cob g) ine lgs be 2956 
44 Mryvner, Robert 195 4- REN Ba vig. Sanehd. edopidye ae UE dates 5038 

Forty-four Goyernors served during the 178 1GAOe EAL... Bevis. (Ce ge 5289 
years, 3 yo, was. ashe BE Tore usta 3894 
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‘He CREN OW NEW-YORR . TERSHY GUN eA a Ng 
fy aie Re sae as 5 . 
1 ie BS aS Lye eS ra uf iste’ ye PSO we / é ¢ rie yes 
wetuausencaeoesese CAPITAL PAID IN FOUR MILL. ION ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, 


Morris Canal and Banking Company notes dated 1831. 
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The Morris Canal 


While fishing one day on Lake Hopatcong, 
George P. MacCulloch; of Morristown, con 
ceived the idea of raising the height of. this 
great natural body of water by a dam at its out- 
let to store the winter rains and then to lead 
its waters not only westward down the valley 
of the Musconetcong, the natural outlet to the 
Delaware, but also eastward down the valleys 
of the Rockaway and Passaic to Newark through 
an artificial navigable channel. This plan ol- 
fered a cheap means of transportation lor coal 


from the Lehigh Valley to tidewater at Newark, 


and Jersey City. . 

At that time canals were considered the best 
known method of overland freight’ Wansporta- 
tion. It was a difficult feat. ‘The boats had to be 
litted by locks and inclined planes to a total 


ran ia! 
ee 


Morris Canal plane No. 6 at Port Golden, 


height of 914 feet and lowered again to sea 
level. It was the first use of inclined planes for 
such a purpose.. 

On Dec. 51, 1824, the Morris Canal and 
Banking Company was incorporated with a-cap- 
ital of one million dollars for the above stated 


object. “Phis canal was completed from Easton 


to Newark in August 1831, at a cost of two mil- 
lion dollars. It was suited for boats carrying 
up to twenty-five tons only. In 1836, it was com- 
pleted to Jersey City. 

The canal was built 32 foot wide at ‘the 
water line and 20 foot at the bottom, with a 
depth of 4 foot. ‘Vhe locks’ were 75 feet long 
and 9 feet wide. It was constructed by thousands 
of men using picks and shovels with the aid of 
mules and dump trucks. At the time it was con: 
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Along canal at King’s Bridge — Hackettstown, 


sidered one of «the enginecring wonders of 
America. 

According to the “Mauch Chunk Courier” 
of August, 1851, “the Mauch 
Chunk to New York passed over the canal in 
the summer of L851. ft was called the ‘Walk 
on the Water and was loaded with Lehigh 
coal.” | 7 


first -boat fron) 


In April, 1837, there were reported 100 boats 
employed with the business demanding a still 
larger supply. “The Lehigh Coal Company, alone 
was shipping to New York 60,000 tons of coal. 

The canal was chiefly supplied with water 
from Lake Hopatcong. While the smaller eleva- 
tions were overcome by locks, the greater were 
surmounted by inclincd planes. East of the lake 
there were twelve planes and cightcen locks. 
West of the lake there were eleven planes and 
ten locks. “Phe boats were drawn up the planes 
by means of water power taken from the canal. 
Phe country through which this work passed 
not only abounded in mineral wealth, but. it 
was of agricultural importance. 

‘Phe canal was opencd for business in 1831, 
but its income was so small that it failed in 
1841, but was reorganized in 1844. Tt had a 
possible carrying capacity of 1,000,000 tons an- 
‘nually in each direction, Its greater tonnage 


was carried in. $866, when it amounted to 889,- 
220 tons. Krom that time on its tonnage rapidly 
fell off, owing to competition by the railroads, 
unuil in 1877, it failed to pay expenses. Since 
then it was continuously operated at a loss. 
The canal had a total length of 102 miles. 
Starting at the Delaware River it passed through 
Phillipsburg, Stewartsville, Broadway, Washing- 
Port Port Rockport, 
Hlackcttstown, Waterloo; Netcong, 
Port Morris, and then on to Dover, Rockaway, 


Lon, Colden, 


Murray, 
Stanhope, 


Boonton, Newark and Jersey City. “There were 
152 bridges passing over the canal in- its entire 
length. 

In 1871, the canal was leased perpetually to 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company. After 
having been practically abandoned as a public 
waterway for many years, it was finally discon- 
tinued in 1924, and im many places filled in, Ac- 
cording to a clause in the original charter the 
State of New Jersey was to haye control of the 
property alter the chartcr ran out’ in ninety- 
nine ycars. 

The old canal stood for much—for money 
gained and money lost, tor lives saved and. lives 
lost. Upon the numerous. cralt drawn through 
the waters of the canal by means of faithful 
mules trudging along the towpath in all kinds 
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of weather, driven by a boy yet in his teens, 
might have been seen whole. lamilies who lived 


upon the canal boat the year ’round. A canal 


boatman, if married, many times employed his 
wife as cook on the boat. ‘There were numerous 
instances in Which children were born on these 
canal boats or packets, while the family were 
enroute. On. the canal boat one could enjoy the 
frolic, the dance, the innocent games, the feast, 
the thrill of passing through the locks. 

Every modern schoolboy remembers reading 
of President Garficld’s having been a driver on 
one of the western canals when but a small lad. 
It is claimed that farmers living near the canal 
used to tie barking dogs near the waterway and 
that the boatmen would throw chunks of coal 
at them. “Vhis would help. solve the winter's 


coal supply. It was a common thing to hear the 


boat horns blown when a boat was rounding 
the bend in the canal. It meant a signal for 
boats coming in the opposite direction to ‘lay 
over’ so they could pass each other. 


The Morris Canal and Banking Company 


was granted exclusive privileges ol water com- 
munication across the state for ten miles north 
and south of their canal. By means of this canal 
hundreds of thousands of tons of tron ore and 
pig iron, in the lone ago days, were transported 
to and from the furnaces of Morris and Sussex 
COUNLIeS, 

The late Charles D. Platt of Dover said in 
his interesting account of the old Morris Canal 
at that point: “Phe basin of the Morris Canal 
was once crowded with canal boats, as they stop- 
ped in Dover over Sunday, so that a boy could 
run over the basin, jumping from boat to boat, 
as some may remember. Phe old canal freight 
house was the busy center of transportation, ‘Phe 
boat house of William Pragnall was the repair 
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Canal boats passing — Hackettstown. 
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Lock on canal at Port Colden. 


shop for all boats of the® line. Navigation by 
witter. from Eastom to Jersey City opencd a great 
avenue of commercial prosperity to this Tand- 
locked village.” 

But the canal boat and its romance have 
passed into oblivion and the pullman has taken 
its place, with its wheels racing on steel rails. 
No faithful mule plodding on the slippery LOW 
path. “Phe canal boat no longer carries its: bur- 
den of freight, which has been transferred to 
the hundred-car> freight train, pulled) by two 
or three monster dicsel locomotives. 

A beautiful bronze tablet adorns the end 
of the power dam on the Musconetcong at Stan- 
hope and Netcong. Oue plate of this bears this 
Inscription: “Phe Musconetcong = Dam—com- 
pleted 1926 by the Morris Canal and Banking 
Company, “Prustees for the State of New Jer- 
sey.” The other bronze tablet reads: “Phe Morris 
Canal was built in 1825, completed in 1831, cost 
$2,000,000. Enlarged in 1810-15 including the 
grcat reservoir at Stanbope-Netcong and the cost 
was imercased to $3,100,000; improvements be- 
tween 1846-60 amounted to $5,100,000. “Phere 
were then twenty-eight locks and twenty-three 
inclined: planes. In crossing New Jersey a boat 
traveled, 2,154 feet vertically and 102.15 miles 


horizontally, requiring ten days lor a round 


rig: 

When the canal was abandoned it was a great 
shock to the people of Hackettstown. With it 
went, fishing, skating, swimming, canocing and 
other activities. A number of -boatmen lived in 
or near Hackettstown and some owned. their 
boats. “Vhey were obliged to look for other 
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Canal at ole street me — Hackettstown. 


livelihoods. May I name some of them? Henry 
King who lived for many yei ars on dfarvey street 
in North Hackettstown; George Parks, who lived 
near the old reservoir on Buck Hill; Stewart 


Wire, Fred Schmeal and August Schmeal, all 
lived on what is now called Roosevelt Ave., and 
others. 


Then there was a scow working out of Hack- 
ettstown which would cover the “eleven mile 
level” from plane No. 6 near Port Colden to the 
Guard Lock. Some times as many as twenty men 
would work on this scow in making repairs to 
canal banks, bridges and docks etc. “The man 
over this gang was called a ‘canal boss.’ The last 
man holding this position was Jake Martenis; 
before him was John Carling, and before him 
John Mutchler and sul further back was Jake 
Shields. 

The average citizcn knew the company oper- 
ating this canal as the Morris Canal Company, 
“The Morris 
Canal and Banking Company.” ‘This company 
not only operated the canal but also did a 


but the true and full name was 


Jersey City under state banking laws. 


gencral banking ‘business at its head office in 


It printed 
These old 
bank notes, like others at that time, were printed 


its own money until it failed in 1841, 


only on one side. “Phe writer has in his posses- 
ston a “complete set of these old bills as follows: 
One dollar, 
lars, ten dollars, one thousand dollars and two 
All are dated in the 1820's and 


are signed, numbered and dated by pen and ink. 


two dollars, three dollars, five dol- 


thousand dollars. 


\ 





Canal near High street bridge. 
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Hackettstown in the First Wars. 


At the time of the War of the Revolution 
Warren County was>a part of Sussex County 
and Adjutant Stryker’s lists of Sussex County 
soldiers in the Revolution contains about 1000 
men. It is impossible to distinguish which men 


- were from this section of Sussex County, now 


called Warren. ; ' 

There is not space in this book to publish 
all of the names so [ will list a number of the 
ofhcers and also Revolutionary soldiers that are 
buried in the Union Cemetery of- this town. 

“Phere was much fighting in New Jersey dur- 
ing this war but fortunately no action was. taken 


-in either Sussex or Warren. Both Warren and 


Sussex have in every war been first to fill their 
quota for the armed service. 

On August 16th, 1775, the Provincial Con- 
gress planned to have the New Jersey militia 
consist of nineteen regiments and eight  bat- 
talions, of which Sussex should furnish two regi- 
ments and one battalion, and that the minute- 
men should number 4,000, of which Stssex 
should furnish five companies of sixty-lour men 
each, making one battalion. Bounties of money 
and 100 acres of land were given to cach private, 
and more to oflicers. ‘Whe troops from this see- 
tion saw much active service, in. the battles of 
Brandywine, White Horse Vavern, Battle of 
Monmouth etc. ‘Phe Jersey troops had under- 
gone great hardships at Valley Forge and during 
the winter of 1778-1779, when they occupied ad- 
vance posts at Elizabeth, 

Prominent among the brave men from our 
county who served their country so valiantly in 
the Revolution, may be mentioned Brigadier- 
General William Maxwell, Colonels John Cleve 
Symnes, Ephraim Martin, Mark ‘Thompson, 
William Bond, Matthias Shipman; Majors’ Cor- 
nelius Carhart, Samuel Mecker, John Van 
Vleet; Captains Benjamin McCullough, Joseph 
Mackey, John Maxwell, John McMurtrie and 
William Helms. 

Captain William Helms, of Hackettstown, 
was captain ol the 9th company of the 2nd 
Regiment of the New Jersey Continental line in 


the Revolution, and served in the Indian cam- 
paign of 1779 with his company, largely re- 
cruited from Independence ‘Township. 

Lady Washington licrself traveled trom Mor- 
ristown to the South through our county in 
June 1799. General Washington traveled through 
Warren County on several occasfons on his way 
from Philadelphia to Newburgh and in return.. 

The followmeg known soldiers of the War of 
the Revolution are buried in’ Hackettstown 
Union Cemetery: Ezckial Ayers, James Flem-— 
ing, Phomas Fleming, Richard Stephens, John. 
Wiley, Jeremiah Pool and William Wire. 

‘The following soldiers from the War of 1812 
are buried) here: Mary Ackley, John Caskey, 
Peter Criger, James Fisher, Abram Gulick, ° 
James Sutton, Caleb  H. Valentine, Captain 
Vliet, David Vreeland and John H. Youngblood. 


MARY ACKLEY — SOLDIER 


Many years ago there were women patriots 
other than Molly Pitcher. Tlacketstown can 
boast of a brave woman. Tt youeare in the Union 
Cemetery at any time, look in Section C, lot 
No. 61. ‘Phere you will find a.white marble slab 
reposing on a grave and on it you will read 
as follows: “MARY, wile of EZEKIEL ACK. 
LEY. She served as a soldier in the War of 1812, 
and was honorably discharged. DIED March 
19, 1873. ACED. 86 years, 3 months and 15 
days.” 

Mary’s family name before her marriage is 
unknown to the writer. She was born in 1787 
and was but 25 years old at the time she and 
her husband both enlisted in the U. S. Army. 
‘There is no available record-of the death of her 
husband, Ezekiel Ackley, but it is believed that’ 
he is buried in Pennsylvania. 

They had but one child, a son,: Zellian Ack- 
ley who was born in 1825, and died in 1899. 
He lived on Water street in Hackettstown for 
many years, and his mother, who became blind 
in her Jater years, ended her days at the home 


ol her son. It is claimed that MARY had a beau- 
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tiful voice and alter she became. blind, spent 
much of her time singing. 

Zellian had seven. children: six boys, ‘Theo- 
dore, Lewis, George, W. A. (Al), Archabald and 
- Jim (the latter two were twins), and one daugh- 
ter, Emma who married Gus Gulick. “Ac this 
writing, Mary Ackley the soldier, has four great 
grandchildren living im ovr midst as follows: 
Lauretta Gulick, Mabel Gulick Adams and 
Arthur Ackley and Lauretta Ackley Cook. 

Here is the case of a man and his wife who 
_both enlisted in the army in the War ol 1812. 
Hackettstown can well be proud of these early 
patriots. 


‘GENERAL VORBIT'E CIRCLE No. 38 
LADIES OF THE’G: AiR: 

In every community there are people who 
do good deeds and never receive any recognition 
and Hackettstown is no exception. For many 
years the General “Vorbitt Circle No. 38, Ladies 
of the Grand Army of the Republic could be 
seen at the Union Cemetery on the day before 
Memorial Day decorating the graves of the old 
soldiers and placing a flag thereon. Very lew 
people of this community seem to know of -this 
fine work these ladies ave doing year alter year. 
Very little is ever said about the. faithful ser- 


vice they render to the men and women who 


have served an the armed services of our country 
and now sleep in owe Union Cemetery. 

Glory be to the ladies of the General ‘Vor- 
bitt Circle No. 38. 


CIVIL WAR 

“Phere are 170 Civil War soldiers buried in 
the Union Cemetery. ‘Phe most.of these went 
to the war from this vicinity and some are buried 
elsewhere. Some were drafted and some volun- 
teered. At that time it was .possible to hire a 
substitute for a tee ol $500.00. 


MUSTER ROLE OF CAPTAIN HOLT’S 
COMPANY (CIVIL WAR) 
From FElackettstown and vicinity 
OFFICERS: : 


COTA an cas +s eM ah oe ne Witriam Hoir 
First Lieutenant o..2....... DAVID My TRIMMER 
DLE OWN, REICH CINE gate tit wines. Joun N. Givens 
First Sergeant ....... 7) en eel Hienry Hance 


Second Sergeant... 
Flunady Ser eeant yn... 
Fourth Sergeant 0.0... 
Aijthy Serveait).....c0.. 
Rivst Gorportal (wh... 
Second Corporal oc... 
Third Corporal ...... gas 
Fourth Corporal ........: 
KiptieCorpotalii..ny..--- 
Sixth, Corporal, piv:......-. 
Seventh Corporal .......: 


Kighth Corporal UR 
Company Clerk: ....0..... 


MEMBERS OF 
Walter Adams 
“Edward I. Albertson 


Conrad P. Anderson 
David Hl. Anderson 
John S. Applegate 
James G. Ayers 
David B. Ball 
Andrew Beam 
George Best 
Vhomas Bird 
Henry J. Bird 
Hlenry D. Bilby 
Nicholas D. Bilby 
John A. Blanchard 
Samuel Carhart 


William R, Carpenter 


George b. Cole 


“Willian LD. Coleman 


John Conn 
‘VPhomas Cornu 
Lawrence Culver 
Andrew J. Dennis 
Pol haddilles 
Jacob N. Down 
Avel Edgerton 
Williaa Ephuor 
Henry Eley 
Benjamin kelver 
Mahlon: korce 
Charles France 
George \W. Frazicr 
Isaac S$. Gavens 
Moses Grey 

John O. Griggs 
John W. Grouver 
Cornelius Gulick 
John M. Gulick 


perc eee ee neces 


Aedes cata Amos McCCLEAN 
Ree lbh abl, 8 WitLiAM NUNN 
PWR Rh AARON CRAMER JR, 


“THE COMPANY 
James Hann 

Enoch ©. Hartpence 
Samuel Flartpence 
Alexander Harden 
David Hill 
Andrew T. Haibler 
David Hare 

Edward Hazen — 
fohn Hogan 
William Hulmes 
Charles H. Elaywood 
Edward D. Heed 
Allred ELumiley 


- Sylvester Koyt 


John Kennedy 
Aaron A. Lanning 
Isaac \h:ce 

William Losey 
William HH. Marlatt 
Andrew Mattison 
John H. Mott 
George Mowrcy 


William Mowrey 


Chines irarsor 
Joseph CG. Rupell 
Danicl S. Rice 


“Henry M. Sellers. 


‘Martin V. Sellers 
James M. Staple 
John D: Staple 
William C. Staple. 
William [. Shipps 
Williaa Re Stewart 
Jacob A. Smith 
Walter L.. Shotwell 
John CG. Stifie 
William H. H. Stires 


(CHARLES FREEMAN 
a AupHrus McCRACKEN - 
"PALMADGE L. ‘BELL 
Ezra MARLATI 
Joun O. ScHoMpe 
PHiiip W. Emmons 
Levi H.’ NEwMAN 
MARSHALL L.. Warp. 
Grorcr T. NUNN 
Pointe G., Vroom 
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William Sowers 
Alexander Stine 
Adolpheus Stillwell 
Martin R. ‘Phomas 
William P. ‘Vurner 
‘Tobias S. Van Horn 
Michael Virdin 


Aaron, Washburn 
Robert Wallace 
Stewart Wire 
Isaac L. Willets, 
Jacob Wiley 

~ Andrew M. White 


CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS FROM 
HACKETTSTOWN AND VICINITY 


Most of Company B, 15th Infantry regiment, — 
New Jersey volunteers, were from Hackettstown. | 


I have an original “Pay Roll Allotment” in my 


*. possession dated October 31, 1862, which lists 


many ol the following men: 


ai ce: : aaa are} Ae 1 eR Elias B. Nicholas 
REF CM rg iP eyn des scans belbene uatabic abs eh George A. Bryan 
DOPE RRs Senet conto ue ncnti a cone Morris S. Hann 
Ue at | how aia ataiee ie po SA A John A. Wilson 
MOY ORG Nereida: dec hee Maaco Efe Dayton E. Flint 
A oa i anno te apna r  O Andrew C. ‘Tromans 
CUR DOT cence ses i. arene Samuel B. Danley 
Hy hag Luar Rnb iemene zat de Ae Edwin CG. Albertson 


ORR ee rvas: sar aspen git 


Joseph FL. Allen 
Woodhull Ammerman 
Asriah Apgar 
Ebenezer Apgar 

Peter Anthony 


John S. Bird 
James H. Blake 
John Bowman 
Augustus Boyd 
Joseph Burdett 
John P. Brink 
James D. Baylor 
Francis M. Becgle 
George H. Bilby 
Richard G. Bulgin 
Joseph Baker 
John R. Bayles 

~ Gideon Bowlby 
Stephen Babbitt 


William R. Clawson 
Ziba O. Carpenter 
Harvey H. Carr 
Charles W. Crusen 
Henry W. Cole 


Chas... V. Carpenter 
Andrew Clawson 
Oliver Coon 

John Cougle 


Vhomas Dougherty 
Owen Drake 

Lewis E. Dickerson 
Morris Deremer 
Albert L.. Drake 
David DeGraw - 
David L.. Dence 
Looe Dickerson | 
Isaiah Demont 


James Egbert 
William Effer 


Lieut. Chas. Fairclo 
Dayton E. Flint. 
William Fitzgerald 
Frank S. Fernald 


George A. Gray 
John Gray 
Moses Gray 


Charles N. Beegle 


FIRST WARS? CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS 23 


James Huffman 
Henry Hollman 
Edward Hull 
Flenry J. Tull 
Henry V. C. Heed 
William Flankinson 
Samuel O. Tlowell 
David I... Tlayes 
Jacob) Hendershot 
Samuel. B, Heath 
Uriah HH. Elardick 
Jacob Hart. 

Jacob J. Hart 
Joseph Hart 
Sampson Howell 
George’ L.. Hull 


Robert Kennedy 
Kobert V. Kinsey 
Abrahain G. King 


John Lawrence 
Williaim Lippencott 
John Lambert 
Koster H. Langdon 


William) Larzalier 


Stephen A. Lefler 


John O. Martin 

Jacob P. Minion 
‘Thomas Mirchell 
William McKim 


- William Marlatt 


James MeDced- 
Win. EH. Marlatt 
Aaron Marshon 
Thomas Matlock 
Win. Mattison 
Lewis McCormack 
Win. H. Merrill 
Robert Milham 
Jesse M. Miller . 
John B. Miller 
Charles Monroe 


Andrew A. Neal 
"Theodore Neighbour 


Lyman, M. Parks 
David M. Price 


— Moses Price 


William Price 


Frank Roll. 


Jacob Riedinger 


Lewis El. Salmon 
Richard Sanderson 
Leonas Saulsberry 
Zachariah Seals 
Archibald RK. Skinner 
Jacob L. Sutton 
Jacob Stutz 

John L. Sherrer 
Hiram. M. Sands 
Robert C. Swick 
Win. A. Schenck 
Nelson. Schuyler 
John. Schomp 
August Schimeal 
John F. Schineal 
George W. Seales 
James B. Smith 
Luke Smith 

Wim. R. Stewart 
Harris Sutton 
Isaiah B. Swayze 


John: C. “Vhompson 
John ‘TPoepher 

Win. H. ‘Transue 
Patrick “Vimmins 
James ‘Vimmens 
Capt. D. B. ‘Vrimmer 


Oakley Vossellear 
George Vossellear 
Joseph R. Van Syckle 
Charles VanDoren 


- Simon S. VanNess 


- Garret Vreeland 


Wim. Vreeland 


Ovden Whitesell 


George Welter 
Robert Wallace 


» M. Ly Ward 


Miller White 
Henry L.. Wiggins 
Charles Willever 
William Willever 


John Young 
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» The following is the exact copy of a letter’ 
written from Summerville, Kentucky on May ° 


11, 1863 from D. Vanfleet, who was a soldier in 
the UNION forces during the Civil War, to 
his sister Mrs. Sarah’ Pool of Drakes” ‘Town, 
Morris Co., N. J. Uhe original is in- my posses- 
sion,” 


May 11/63 


Kentucky, Summerville 


Dear and_ beloved’. sister, Brother, Mother 
and friends. I have not time to write much so 


let this do for all my friends. I thought I would ; 


pen you a few lines to let you know how | was 
getting along. I am well and hearty and hope 
these lines will find you all enjoying the same 
blessings of health. We have had a tremenduous 
‘march from Nicholasville to the cumberland 
river -thense to Monticello, a distance of over a 
100 miles, driving the rebs all out. of Kéntuckey 
4 miles beyond the tennissee lines, thence back 
to. Summerville there we are encamping but 
in recrossing the Cumberland river we had very 
bad luck there was 7 of our company goi 
drowned. Charles and Amos Stephens, Andrew 
Young, John McPeak, Benjamin Stony, Andrew 
~Wilets and Edward Dolan. that is all from our 
company there was 19 of Co Lb. 3 of Co B and 
4 of Go A. Poor fellows they had no time to 
think, the Boat was loaded. so they could nov 
hold to the rope that ferryed them acrossed. So 
they floated down to another rope, if they had 
‘set down and let the rope go over their heads 
they would have’ done well enough but part 
of them caught fast to it and held on to it which 
tiped the boat which threw them out and their 
loads they had on sank them to rise no more 


in a waterry grave ‘Phere was some got out alive » 


but we could not find none of the dead bodies. 
Iv’s lieutenant Colonel Babcocks fault for load- 
ing -the boat so heavy, thank god | just made 
ny escape we crossed just before them and the 
rope sliped twice but they caught it again and 
we landed safe on shore. I am on guard so I 


will quit, good by 


T remain yours truly 


(Signed) D. Vantleect 
‘They have made me first corporal of Co C 


ORIGIN OF THE NAME 
“MALVERN HILL” 

| That sharp pointed mountain rising to the 
northwest of Hackettstown has been known for 
many years as BUCK HILE. Back in'1860, the 
Gazette offered a prize for a new name for this 
hill. When the soldiers of this vicinity returned 
from. the Civil War, they soon noticed that this 
mountain greatly rescnbled Malvern Hill in 
Virginia where some of them had seen serious 
fighting. Lt was about the same size and shape: 
so hat they gave it the name MALVERN HILL. 

In the Civil War the battle of Malvern Hill 
was the last of the engagements known as “the 
seven days battle” lasting from June 26th to 
July 1, [8622 “Phe others beitig those of Me: 
chanicsville, Cold) Harbor, Savage Station and 
Frazier’s. Farm, 

After the battle of Frazier’s Farm, MceClel- 
lan posted the Union: Army on Malvern’ Hill, 
an elevated plateau about one mile long and 
three quarters of a mile broad. [tis located 
about onc mule from the James river and 11 
miles from Richmond. It was flanked with thick 
woods and faced with gullies, which made it 
exceedingly dilhcult ‘of approach. McClelan’s 
army, consisted of 90,000 men and a battery, of 
seven heavy sicge guns which were splaced on 
the crest. of the hill. Lee’s army which had per- 
sistently followed McClellan on his retreat from 


‘the James river, had amet with serious -repulse, 


but on the morning of July Ist, with about 60,- 
OOO men, tndertook to storm Malvern Flill in 
the face of all obstacles. “Vhe confederate attack 
was made by Jackson. and Till, and supported 
by Magruder, “The confederates. were repulsed 
with 900 killed and 93,500 wounded. ‘The Union 
loss was 375 killed and 1800 wounded. 





View of Malvern Hill from North Main street (1904). 
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The Confederates continued to hold their 


_lines for several days, when they retired to 


Richmond. The northern army under McClel- 
lan did not take advantage of their success but 
went on to Harrison’s landing. It is believed 
that a number of men from this locality. took 


part in the battle of Malvern Hill and upon | 


returning home proceeded to call what was 
known as Buck Hill, Malvern Hill. However 
the hill is still called Buck Hill by the majority 
of the people. As that is. the original name, 
let's ‘let good enough alone.’ 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 

The following Spanish American War sol- 
diers are buricd in the Union Cemetery at Hack- 
ettstown, N. J.: 
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Harry Beatty 
Rev. John W. Bell 
Charles ‘TP. Johnson 
Charles Haslinger | 
Philip Longcore 
Michael O’Brien 
Jobn Palmer 
Lewis B. Skinner 
Wim. Kendrick Skinner 
David Smith. 
Vhe two Skinner boys were both killed dur- 
ing the war and were the young sons of Prof. 


A. H. Skinner, Principal of the Public Schools 
in Elackettstown at the time. 





Winter Scene — Youngblood Dam and one of the first five houses in Hackettstown. 
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Where Smith's Garage is now located. 
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Early Industries and Professions 


THE OLD BREWERY 

In 1835, Silas S. Harvey built a large ‘brewery 
along the banks of the newly built Morris Canal. 
Harvey was a brother of Daniel Harvey, a 
noted lawyer in his day and one ume mayor of 


‘Hackettstown. The brewery was of frame con- 


struction, four stories’ high and had connected 
to it a large cave which went back under the ca- 


nal bed. ‘This was used asa cold storage in which 


to keep beer and ale. ‘Vhe brewery had a large 
main building and two wings. In the center of 
the main building was an elevator which was 
used to raise malt and other materials up to the 


top floor. Here the beer was brewed in- large 


copper vats. : 

Silas S. Harvey was also in the lumber busi- 
ness in town and was a man of some means. He 
built a number of houses near the brewery for 


his men to live m. He employed as many as 


fifty men at times in the brewery. Harvey and— 


Clark also, at this time operated a store house 
along the canal near the main road from Hack- 


ettstown to “Vienna. Canal boats unloaded 


freight and had it stored in this building until, 


it was delivered. Many years later this same 
building was used as a foundry by John O. 
Parks and Mr. Jenson. 

As stated elsewhere Harvey street in) North 
Hackettstown was named tor this Silas S. Har- 
vey who owned -considerable property in this 





Brewery cave under canal, for cooling beer. 
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Old Brewery ‘aloug the canal. 


vicinage. His home was on Main street at the 
corner of Baldwin street and now known as No. 
52 Main street. “Phis house has been occupied by 
the writer und his family for the past thirty-five 
years. Phe original old part of the house is about 
150 years old. ‘Vhe frame is of oak and was hewn 
out with an adze. ‘Phe old basement kitchen 
is still intact with its. open fireplace and crane. 
There is a. sub-cellar below the main. cellar, 
which was used to store ice in and this acted 
as a huge ice box during the summer, months. 

On April 1, 1855, Silas Harvey and wite 
deeded the brewery property to Joseph P. Harvey 
Who operated it tora while and then died. His 
wike Mos. J.P. Harvey then operated it until 
she sold it to the firm of Gardner, Mitchel & 
Co. in 1859, .\ few years later Mr, James Mitchel 
bought out the others’ interest and operated it 
until 1890,.when the brewing business was dis- 
continued. From the start the beer and ale in 
kegs which was brewed here was mostly shipped 
to other towns along the Morris Canal by boats. 

After being vacant for some years Mitchel 
made part of it into living quarters which was 
occupied by Stewart Sheets and Charles Will- 
ever Sr. lor several years. 

In 1897, James Mitchel was occupied in 
operating the canal store in North Hacketts- 
town and cnyaged Mr. Alfred Clawson and his 
brother James Clawson to tear the buildings 
down. “Lhe lumber was carted to Mr. Mitchel’s 
farm oat White Hall which was tcnanted by 
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Alamander Dixon. There it was used to build 
additional farm buildings. 

The old foundations of the brewery were 
still standing until recently, in the rear of the 
house on Baldwin street, formerly occupied, by 
John Hart. ‘Thus ended one of Hackettstown’s 
first: industries. 


THE OLD CRANE MILL PROPERTY 


Little has been written about the story of 


one of the oldest grist mills in this section of 


the country. It is situated where East avenue 
crosses the Musconctcong river. “There was a 
mill there before the Revolutionary War which 
burned to the ground and a.new mill was con- 
structed by: W. “TP. Hardy in 1795. 

~ He operated this mill until about 1816, when 


the business was purchased by: Ross Crane who | 


came here from Westfield, N. J. Crane (b.1786: 
d. 1867) was a skillful mill-wright, engaged in 
the mercantile business, and owned and operated 
a -flouring mill here for many years. 


He marricd Margaret Shafer and they had 
-a number of children including Dr. “Vheodore 


Crane who was born at Hackettstown on Dec. 
5, 1829. Dr. Crane received his early education 
at the old Academy, next to the Presbyterian 
Sunday school rooms, and graduated from Prince- 
ton University in 1850. He established himself 
in his medical profession in| Hackettstown in 


1855. He married. Emma E. Shotwell in 1855,. 


and had seven children. ‘Vhey resided in the 
house next to the Warren House, now tlie home 


of Mrs. Ernest S. Saunders, and known as No. 


106 Mountain avenue. 
Ross Crane, the miller, had two other sons 


-who worked with him in-the flour-milling busi- ~ 


ness: Isaac: W. Crane. (b. 1818: -d. 1896) and 


David E. Crane (b. 1823: d. 1862). The Cranes 


owned considerable property along the Mus- 
conetcong, both in Warren County and across 
the river in Morris County. In 1859 Isaac W, 


-and David E. sold to the Union Cemetery Asso- 


ciation a little over nine acres of land in which 
to start their cemetery. 

When Ross Crane died in 1867, the milling 
business was continued by his son, Isaac W. 
Crane until his death on May 8, 1896. At that 
time. Johnny P. Hoffman (b. 1846: d. 1928) 
purchased the mill and business and operated 


it for six years until 1902 when he sold to War- 
ren Beaty (b. 1868: d, 1920). . 

Mr. Beaty managed the business very  suc- 
cessfully until he passed away on Jan. 18, 1926, 
and from that time it was operated by Henry 
Beaty until 1933. when Lehman C. Beaty joined 
Henry Beaty, both sons of Warren Beaty, and 
they still own and operate the business. 

The mill had always been powered with an 
undershot water wheel using water from the 
Musconetcong river. In 1937, the mill was again 
destroyed by fire and the Beaty Brothers, wad- 
ing as Beaty’s Mills, erected a large new modern 
concrete mill building near the old site along 
the river. Vhe present mill can be operated either 
by a wate powered turbine or by a diesel en- 
eine. 

The present firm has built a large storage 
and receiving plant‘along the Lackawanna Rail- 
road near the station and is one of the largest 
and most successful milling concerns in_ this 
section. 

A relative, Danicl E. Beatty, the former or- 
gan and piano king, of Washington, N. J., was 
the first to spell the name with two ‘T’s. He 
clanued it showed off better in advertising mia- 
terial. “The Beatys have an old memorandum | 
book about the mill dated -1829, that is interest- 
ing to read, and Eleanor Crane Zellers owns an 
old rocking chair that was used by Ross Crane 
in the anill, over a hundred years ago. 


CARRIAGE MANUFACTURING 

For seventy five years Hackettstown’s chiet 
industry was the manufacturing ol carriages, 
sleighs and other conveyances. ‘Lhe first man to 
make carriages here was Jacob Day who started 
the enterprise in this town away back in 1815, 
and he continued in business until 1840. 

‘This town was a carriage center for many 
years and it has been said that more vehicles 
were manufactured here than in any other town 
in the country. There are still many of the old 
factories standing; some have been altered inta 
houses, stores etc. Back in the early days the 
lower or old part of the town was a center for 
these factories. Some were small and only’ em- 
ployed a few men, others were larger and em- 
ployed as many as fifty workmen. 

Vhere were a number of manutacturers on 
lower Washington street and on Mountain 
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Avenue. Vhe latter was formerly called Mechanic 


street as most- of the houses were at that time 
occupied by mechanics who worked in the vari- 


ous carriage shops. 
In later years many other factories were locat- 


ed in the northern part of the town, ‘The largest 
manufacturer was Mr. Benjamin Dickerson who 
built. carriages and sleighs in a building which 
is standing in the rear of ‘Mr. Russcl Cooke's 
plumbing ‘store. There are still a number of 
mechanics living in the town today who worked 
in these. carriage factories. From these, 1 have 


acquired much information. 


Mr. Alfred Clawson, who is now in his late 
eightics and is a neighbor of nrincg, states that 


-he worked for Dickerson as a ‘primer’. Dicker- 


son was in the business lor many years, did much 
advertising and made a fine line of carriages. 
Some sold for as high as $125.00 and sleighs 


sold up. to $55.00 each. Vhat was a lot of moncy 


at that time. 


Dickerson and his three sons, Gus, ‘Pheodore : 


and Pierce, all worked im the factory. Other 


men working there included: Bill McCann, up- 
5S 


holsterer; Bob Grant, Alec Heath, ‘Smith Dere- 
mer and Isaac Deremer, all blacksmiths. Picrce 
Dickerson was the salesman and it is said that 
he would start out Monday morning with as 
many as five carriages, one hooked behind the 
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nes 


other, with one team of horses pulling the lot 
and that he would not-come back to town un- 
til he had sold out, which may not be untit 
Saturday might. . 

Probably one of the last to make carriages 
here was Ek. Hayward & Sons. “Phey occupied 
a factory on. Plane strect and made a fine line 
of vehicles. Mir. Lewis Hayward, then a very 
young. ina was associated in this business with 
his father and another brother. “This building 
was later remodeled into a three family apart 
ment and is now known as No. LIL Plane street. 

Following are some of the other manufae- 
turers: Crawford & Co., Wim. B. Cramer, August 
Dickerson, N. Hl. Dikeman, Lewis Haines, S. R: 
Mack, Amos McClean, William Mattison, George 
Smith, Sidner & Niper, J. S. Saunders, Charles 
Coogle, James Dekorest, ete. 


HHEnGAR PERE STEEL“ COMPANY 

The old furnace property, located along the 
Lackawanna Railroad about a mile west of 
Hackettstown, has had its ups and downs. It 
was first put in operation as a blast furnace in 
1870, and alter beine operated for some years If, 
proved to be a failure. 

After standing idle for some twenty years the 
Carteret Stecl Co., rebuilt it and placed it in 


r 





— Old site of the Cartaret Steel Company at Hackettstown. 
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Ashley’s Silke Mill. Destroyed by fire November 19, 1907. 


operation again on November 20, 1899. Much 
money was expended on the property at. this 
time and it was the hope.of the company, as 
_ well as the citizens, that this time it would prove 
to be a paying venture. : | 

Everything had been done with this end in 
view. The great bins were full to their capacity 
of the various grades of ore which were to be 
used in testing Prof. Jones’ theory of making 
steel direct. The whole metal world was inter-. 
ested in this experiment and the men behind it 
had unlimited capital to back up Jones’ theory. 


The one thing that all admitted as being ° 


beyond peradventure was that at least a very 
superior grade of iron must result from the 
amalgamation, and with that ‘certainty there 
must be great industrial activity in the market 
at that Gime and for years to come. 

From the day many months before, when the 
first hammer was struck in dismantling the old 
furnace, Charles J. Luther had been the super- 
intendent in charge of every departnnent. Every 
change, every addition in carrying out the com- 
plicated plans had been done by his -direction 
and under his supervision, and its success would 
“be a monument to his genius in construction, 

A large force of men had been employed in 
this work of construction, and a still larger force. 


would be required in its operation. ‘The fur- » 


haces were put into full operation. with two 
shifts of men but the results did not measure 
up. to expectations and after a short time the 
plant was obliged to shut down. Some years 
later the furnaces were wrecked completely and 
the metals were sold as junk, being. dismantled 
without question for the last time. 

And so ended another dream of high finance 
and great activity for Hackettstown. 


THE OLD. SILK’ MILE 


In 1888, a number of local business men or- 


ganized the Hackettstown Manufacturing Com- 


pany for the purpose of operating a silk mill. 
Win. M. Everitt was the president, Charles N. 
Wade. was Wweasurer and Augustus H. Dellicker, | 
secretary. “Phe Board of Directors were John 
Kirt, John CC) wWelsh,“W'G! Sutphin, John B. 
Mucklow and J.D. Hollman. A large plant was 
built on what is now Franklin street and: it ex- 
tended through» the block to Maple avenue. 
William He. Ashley was appointed superintend- 
ent of the operations of the iill. 

After a few years ‘William H. Ashley and 
John Shaw, Sr. purchased the business outright 
and operated under the firm name of Ashley 
and Shaw Silk Co! Some years later Mr. Shaw’s 
Interest in the business was purchased and. it 
Was continued as the W. H. Ashley Silk Throw- 
ing Co. This concern branched out and ‘oper- 
ated several other silk: mills including one at 
Avoca, Pa: 

Vhe mill on Franklin street, had the first 
factory whistle ever heard in Hackettstown, On 
the tenth anniversary of the founding of. the 
local mill a large celebration was carried out 
including a big clam bake for the employees. 

On November 19, 1907, the mill was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. “Vhe blaze had gained 
such headway before it was discovered that the 
local fire-department was unable to combat the 
flames. Mir. Ashley was highly complimentary of 
the fire deparunent for its efforts in fighting the 
fire. A new mall was built and operated unul 
1914 when rt was closed due to a serious slump 
in the silk industry. 

Mr. Ashley was a very shrewd business man 
but a very liberal contributor to the religious 
and social standards of the community. He and 





Hackettstown Hat Factory. Destroyed by fire June 5, 1913. 
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Karly New Jersey paper money. 

his family lived for many years on Moore street 
in the home now occupied by the Necighbour- 
Everitt family. Mar. Ashley was born at Mohawk, 
N. Y., on Nov. 12, 1850; and died Feb. 4, 1933, 
at the age of 83. 

M. Eaton & Co., textile printers now have a 
factory on a part of the old Ashley silk mill 


- location. 


‘THE OLD HAT FACTORY 
The Hackettstown Hat Works built a large 
factory here in 1895, for the manufacture of 
men’s solt felt hats. It was located on the east 
side» of the Lackawanna Railroad about one 
hundred yards from the High street crossing. 
At first'it did business under the name of the 


“Hackettstown Hat Works” but later was known | 


as Ellor Brothers & Hall. They employed from 
50 to. 100 skilled workmen and for some years 
did a prosperous business. 

A number of the former cmployces are sull 
living around Hackettstown including the fol- 


lowing: Art Larue, William Poepher, Willian: 


Barwon, Raymond Curl, Ray Hart, Samuel Tay- 
lor, Ernest Bird, Leo Grogan, Peter Seals, John 
Apgar, Vernon Dickerson, also Rose Martin, Mrs. 
George Dolan, Helen O’Hea, Rose Huff Wild- 
rick and others. 

~The factory was completely destroyed by fire 
on June 5, 1913 and was never rebuilt. The 


business was transferred to another factory at 


‘Bloomfield, N. J. which was owned by the above 


COMI thy. 


DR. SILAS C. COOK, M.D. AND SON 
DR, LEWIS. COOK aM. 1). 


In my possession is a very unusual note book. 
On the fly leaf is written-with pen and ink in a 
spidery but legible hand the following: Lewis 
C. Cook, Philadelphia, 367 Arch street, March 
1, 1841. ‘Lhe book is really. a hand written text | 
book and contains doctors’ remcdies for the 
cure ol many diseases and other interesting items, 
Whether you wish to cure a Maryland hain, re- 
store your lost hair, season sausages, make stucco 
whitewash, or destroy: mildew on gooseberry 
vines with a solution of whale-oil soap—here is 
the answer. 

On the serious medical side are listed reme-— 
dies for the treatment of ‘tetter’,. ‘hypochondria’, 
‘hooping cough’, hydrophobia and rattle snake 
bite. Vhis book Is a collectors item. and should. 
be in a medical museum. “Vhen there is-a very 
old. doctors’ leather wallet, plush lined which 
contains twenty-four small bottles of medicines, 
all labeled. 

Lewis GC. Codk was born at Stewartsville, 
N. J., in December 1818, the son of Dr. Silas 
CG. Cook. ‘Phe family moved to Hackettstown 
about 1820, and lived in a large dwelling next 
to what is now Plates’ jewelry store. Dr. Silas 
Cook's daughter Ruth, married a Mr. Porter 
and the Porters lived in ‘this house for years 
alter, When East Moore street was joined to 
Main street this house was moved back on East 
Moore street and. still stands as a three family 


house opposite the present parking lot. 
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Dr. Silas C. Cook practiced medicine here 
for some years and the son, Lewis ‘C. Cook at- 
‘tended Princeton University and graduated in 
1838. In 1842 he received an M.D. degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania, It was while 
he was attending U. of P. medical school that 
he wrote the above mentioned prescription book. 

Upon the death of the father, Dr. Silas C. 
“Cook, the son took over the medical practice 
in 1873. He soon afterward entered into a part- 
nership with Dr, William Rea. In March, 1852, 
Dr. Lewis C. Cook married Mrs. Janet Pierson 
and they had one son, On Jan. IL, 1874, Dr. 
Lewis C. Cook died and his funeral was preached 
in the Hackettstown. Presbyterian church, of 
which he was a member. 


HOTEL MAN HANGED 

Early Warren-Sussex. court records tell of 
What was ‘probably the first. execution by: hang- 
ing in this section of New Jersey, ol a Hackctts- 
town hotel man, who paid with his lile for the 
crime of passing counterfeit money. All New 
Jersey state notes at this period had printed 
on the back—"To counterlert is death.” 


_ Phe unfortunate man was David Reynolds 
who was executed at Morristown on the counter- 
feit money charge, then a capital offense under 
the laws ol New Jersey. 

Reynolds, who kept a small hotel upon the 
site later to be occupicd by the American House 
and at the present time by a modern. filling ‘sta- 
tion, corner of Main and High streets, was given 
his sentence of death by Judge Hackett, a pio- . 
necr settler of this place. Wal: 

Hackett: at that ume was a’ Morris County 


Court Judge and reputed as being “hard boiled” 


and with tew virtues. Reynolds was eaccused of 
passing the counterfeit bill on a pack-peddler, 
Who, upon discovering the money was worth- 
less, had him arrested and confined in.the Mor- 
ristown jail. He was tried, convicted and con- 
demned to shang. His friends used all the meas 
in their power to have the punishment mitt- 
gated, but alter failing im their clforts, organized 
a mob to rescue the prisoner. 

Phe authorities at Morristown heard .of the 
scheme and at once, crected a scallold and made 
preparations to Trang Reynolds on the first at- 
tempt at rescuc. Itis said that the mob rode as 
far as. Mendham, where. they, were met, by a 
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Aanouveds ! pyatl righ et tla Tia! 


-eyttibnns wih) to tye rae ii betty oxo ep elv 


ihaon weit ho bpidicy > 4 CE teas facut yrd 


rye ae. » ead al 


yi Pyyeyy) Lesgeget (biter 


j hye ove telah roa 


yeakd os rpoie/ jb FOR f hegt) Wii» ‘HE tof Tah Wie 
ye Gari iet ane sboin | ney fetoerny old ty Dh 
gavig en .craoate thortl bat tie be wosrtad dros! 
ig -® “ios no , 7 tl dje5b ith" fale le sil 
4 
TLS | ails be iolpige Poult 
“nue ini ens wis dads ih VoAoGET 
Hic heel” liven ¢ Pry art uli ds Pe 
1G boelioat. any eliloudy Wemraehas ie Dak PREAVE cath 
otbadacged py bhied DSP no adE tively 
-1hi ts vine if) ariviWeserhy nog jal 
i] i). tf | yi) }) {3 eat. | il bosih! r 
: hits | Pry ees 4, 5 Mae eae mt 
ttt ibs] | ebnoiil eet ‘OY 1 Lewes 
birek dsaoeailetipiicy cel) ach a nny HOEY, Unk 
i iby yild vat aeetd eee) tree 
ihe ty Ly nh) i ty) aay 


hte bicsd nor rolh mh sevens ott 


bats j i i, jo? ) bb } iyi $V : 

be Jere oft ( bles pei a oboe it 
Ax dacsthi *3 i) : ci )} rie ty (peeroy 
ra rit ; hy j : il yif 7 ii] 


we 
‘ 


HHH oni (COOL) stassngetnmiio it ab ts 


. Re ‘ 
me } 
. 
Hh. ¢ 
ek: on 
KVOPEIT MARE 40 O80Fe Tt b* 


eeu 1b SCS dA alice a 
y ocr tS oli brig eae uM . 
ui Daas Dae jai spaniel 4 ba 
Try 4s: CLA wurrrrs tS nly 
hihwe aie al ee. to S cdacie ah 
hy fog i. (ha ee ol J. sgertdoat wie cha at 
vcore Dadeaia nit “gaands, oth aionw bal 
entre . 1d “yore oth. be Utsio wh Qe, 
500) Ae hd HW ty) ow suoy athe rh uy 
reg qeet hoi Hasvrios)y. fon abt ATED, as 
ve pan A le pirat Cf slaw cgileyan 
Bree Un cet: et byob vesiat dowd 2D eine 
oh MEPL ah ae aiew  9it dane ote 
hod sate ediyr ta, sone ¥iil Lovie broths qomnd . z 
yi ar ierie yiodapht sf! 
Velie ® reat oil 






ners Ag 


hous! ia 





\r stl) 4s 





Ja TOM 
¥ bintk 


ecu vel aomiouzo fe os cliches i enw gethw 
a ; : 


(IOS A ARM 

Huo Sno ¥ wetice oo bts Ae 
Luidd os to yor lh wei. to devi) 098 eit) ook yen 

yr Wo Ohh vet ching brit) ow myare frtodt awol 
wo AL ovo FyIieeoo yitieeig, Jo em 
bartiiy Deel ra Ad iy: cote. oiliwe yornat 
“danoh a grobiytaueas ult =douth ofa 








i i z iA : if ee Y ES 
Hahn (ed ai beh ont AOR 


“The old Youngblood Mill pond (1904). 


messenger from Reynolds, imploring them ts Abrain Van Campen's will, made in 1766, men- 
desist ‘from their intentions and leave him to ° tions eleven that he owned. In Sussex, which 
his fate. included Warren, there were 439 slaves in 1790, 
Following the unsuccessful attempt at rescue and 514 in 1800. 

it is said that Reynolds’ wife and eldest child One of the last slaves in the county is buried 
started for Morristown to plead for the life of in the new cemetery at Hazen, and on her tomb- 
their husband and father, and according to tra- stone is inscribed: “Lizzie, slave of Jacob ‘Tit 
dition they were met by Judge Hackett, return- man, died Aug. 6th, 1858, aged 57° years.” She 
ing from court. On bended knec they begged was the daughter of a slave couple that had been 
him to intercede for the condemned man, but owned by the Vitman family. 


without avail. “napa Raa bie 
y Some who owned slaves in this vicinity were: 


General. Helins,- several; Robert ‘Thompson, 
one; William “Phompson,. three; Major Daniel 
Vliet, two; Sainuel Stephens, Job Johnson, Wil- 


xt rth liam Sharp, Ziba Osmun, Archabald Stephens 
upon the grave and its exact position is un- all 
c 


Reynolds was executed on the day appointed, 
and the body was brought to Hacketstown and 
interred in the churchyard adjoining the old 
Presbyterian church. No stone was ever crected 
owned ‘slaves. Ross Crane as late as 1825 
known. publicly advertised one for sale. 
Old accounts of the execution state that Many families manuimitted or set free their 
slaves voluntarily under the influence of pop- 
ular sentiment. Many of the manuiission pa- 
pers are on file in the county clerk's offices’ at 
Newton and Belvidere. 


while Reynolds was standing upon the scaffold 
awaiting death, he was forced to hear a minister 
who, in a long sermon, pleaded with God _ to 
forgive his wrongs. ‘Tradition says the text of 
his sermon was: “He that getteth riches, and 
not by right, shall leave them in the midst of 
his days, and at his end shall be a fool.” 


, A few miles from this. town on the road to 
Washington is’ located a farm now owned by 
Howard Fritts. In a field along the main road 
and east of the Fritts homestead, is located a 


SLAVERY IN THIS COMMUNITY family cemetery surrounded by a: stone wall 


Slavery was popular with large land owners which is several feet high and 54 feet by 45 feet 
in this section from its first setthement. Colonel in dimension, ‘here is every: indication, that the 
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built 
working on the farm. 


wall was 


many years ago and. by slaves 


Across the side road from the main farm 
house is a very old ‘building now called the 
“tenant house”? which has a date in one of the 
stones of 1723. ‘Vhis. was used to house negro 
slaves long before the Civil War. “Vhe farm was 
originally owned by one Hlenry Miller and ac- 
cording to the date on the slaves quarters it must 
have becn tilled well over. 200 years ago. 

No one knows just when the graveyard was 
first used but there are crude stones there mark- 
ing the graves of sixtcen slaves, in addition to 
the graves of. the Miller family. It is said that 
the Millers were one of the last slave-owning 
families in this vicinity, not relinquishing their 
property until the Emancipation Proclamation 
was issucd by President Lincoln during the Civil 
War period. 

At the time when the slaves were buried in the 
cemetery they were naturally considered not 


Hf 





equal to their master and, therclore, no white 


markers were placed over their graves nor were 
their names even placed on the rough stones 
which mark where they have been buried. 


‘The Miller family however are buried in this 
same cemetery and their graves are all marked 
with white head stones, The oldest appcars to 
be that of Sarah Mowder, wife of Jacob H. Mil- 
ler, dicd Jan. 22, 1844; then Anna Hann, wife 
of Henry Miller, died Sept. 24, 1844. Also Hen- 
ry. Miller, died, Feb. 25, 1852.;"Vhere are cleven 
members. of the Miller family buried there and 
it is interesting to note that nearly all of them 
died in the year 1844, and the word “17 days” 
appears on all of their headstones. 


The chances are’ that this old burial ground 
has a great deal more history than has ever been 
told. No one living today knows this history or 
exactly how the burial ground happened to be! 
placed in the center of a field. 
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Old Presbyterian Burying Ground 


As stated elsewhere, the first Board of ‘Trus- 
tees of the Presbyterian Church, on August 5, 
1786, received from Obadiah Ayers (grandson 
of Obadiah who had given the church its first 
land) a piece ol ground, ‘Phis adjoined the 
church lot and was to be used as a burial ground. 

The first one buried herein was Nathaniel 
Foster who was killed while at work on the 
first church in 1763. His remains were later 
moved to the Union Cemetery. ‘Phe actual in- 
scription on his marker is “Here lies the body 
of Nathanicl Foster. He departed. this life in 
ye 41 year of His .age—1763” 

Following is\a copy of the inscription of 
Archibald Stewart, one of the first ‘Trustees of 
the Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown. 

Marble and Brass will perish. But the 
existence’ of the just is eternal. 
Under this tablet rest in Peace the remains 
olf Archibald Stewart, a native of ‘Ballen- 
toy, County of Antrim and: Kingdom of 
Ireland, who diced at Springdale, May 
1795, aged 59 yrs. 
And of Phebe, his wile, who dicd at Perth 
Amboy, I4th January, 1815; aged 59 years. 
The last tribute from alllicted children to 
the best of parents. 
‘Tho’ parted now we trust will meet above, 
{In realms’ of bliss, and neverceasing love. 
. Inscription of William Stewart: > 
Sacred to the memory of Wilham Stewart 
who departed this life Feb. 17, 1810, in the 
72nd year of his age. For 32 years, he 
was a ruling elder in this church, highly 
reverenced and esteemed by all us mem- 
bers for his edifying life and conyersa- 
tion. And his care in instructing the youth 
of the congregation while destitute of a 
Pastor will long be remembered by the 
friends of Zipn. With truth it may be 
said here lies the affectionate husband, 
the kind father, the devout Christian. In 
God’s own arms he left the breath that 
God's own Spirit gave. His was the noblest 
road to death, and his the, sweetest grave. 
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lascription ol Rey, Joseph Campbell: 
‘This marble sacred. to. the memory of the 
Rev. Joseph Campbell was erected by the 
congregation of Hackettstown, N. J. who 
enjoyed his able and faithful labors in 
the gospel ministry upwards of thirty-one 
years. Lho’ extensively honored for his 
literary and scientific attainments and re- 
spected for his piety, he was yet a man of 
great humility and wore as his daily and 
most distinguishing habit, the “ornament 
ble was. li- 
censed to preach the gospel A. D. 1808; 
ordaincd in 1809, and departed this. life 
September 6th, A. D, 1840-in the 65th 
year of his age. “Full of faith and of the 


Holy Ghost.” 
BG23793 


A LISTWOF PEOPLE BURIED IN THE 


of a meck and quiet Spirit.” 


-PRESBYFERIAN GRAVEYARD 


‘Vaken from the Llackettstown Gazette, Dated 
Oct. 13, 1905 above paper states: “Phe record 
of burials, which was taken at random and is as 
nearly correct as we Can get it, is given herewith: 
John Painter, Died June 6, 1790. 

George Harris, Died February 23, 1790. 

Sarah Phillips, Died July 1d, 1787, 

Archibald Stewart, Dicd May, 1795, 

Robert Caskey, Died March 23, 1800. 

Elizabeth, wife of Elugh Wilson, Died) October 
11, 1846, 

Joanna) Osmun, wile of Ziba Osmun Died 
October 25, 1825. 

Joseph Osmun, son of Ziba, Dicd November 8, 
1823. 

James Osmun, Dicd-December-18, 1821. 

Hannah, widow of Joseph; Dicd March 21, 1844. 

Rebecca, daughter of Ziba, Died October 16, 
1852. 

Ziba Osmun, Died November 25, 1810. 

Amanda, daughter of James, Died October 11, 
1823. ! 
Joanna, daughter of Williama & Rachel Osmun, 

Died October 5, 1823. 
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Hugh W., son of William & Rachel, Died 
December 19, 1840. | 
James, son of William and Rachel, Died Sep- 
tember 3, 1839. 
Hannah H., wile of Isaac R, Leigh, Dicd Decem- 

ber 6th, 1852. ; 
Emeline, daughter of Jacob and } Mary Stewart, 
Diced May 5, 1842. | 
John, son of Jacob & Mary Sweaser, Died August 
18, 1843. 

Stephen Lawrence, Diced December 20, 1833. 

William Lawrence, Died March 2, 1816. 

Mary, widow of: William Lawrence, Died Feb- 
ruary 12, 1828. . | 

Mary, wife of Sylvanus Lawrence, Died July 14, 
1853.) 

Sylvanus Lawrence, Died August 16, 1853. 

Barsudba, wile of Jacob Sharp, Died February 
], 1826. | 

Jacob Sharp, Died March 21, 1843. 

Jacob Sharp Jr., Died January 17, 1850. 

. Charles Morford, of Princeton, Died at Newton 
September 20th, 1844. 

Morris Sharp, Died June rt igs} af an 

Alonzo, son of Jacob & Mary Sliker, Died’ Feb- 
ruary 27, 1853. | 

Mary Hance, Diced April 9, 1842. 

Catherine Hance, wile of Henry Hance, Died 
November 18, 1807. 

Henry Hance, Died August 3, 1813. 

John Hance, Died November 26, 1846. 

Elizabeth, wile of John Hance, Died March 3 
1851. 

David Emery, Died November 4, 1820. 

William Emery, Died April 5, 1854. 

Ann E. Emery, Diced June 28, 1858. 

William Culver, Died October 5, 1839, 

Sarah Bird, wife of William Culver, Died Sep- 
tember 5, 1851. 

James Allen, peel May 11, 1838. 


James Stewart, Died December 15, 1854. 


, 


Elizabeth, wife of James Stewart, Died March 
22, 1826. 7 3 
Rev. Joseph Campbell, D. D., Died September 
6, 1810. 

Abigall Campbell, wife of Joseph Campbell, 
Died February 18, 1827. 

Job Johnson Esq., Died December 12, 1812. 

Rebecca, wife of Job Johnson, Died January 
21, 1853. 


Anna, wile of Abraham Clawson, Died. June 8, 
‘1832. 


Abr aham Clawson, Dick August 19, 1838. 


John Stewart, Died August 1, 1836. 


Sarah, wife of John Stewart, Died June 21, 1823. 


William Stewart, Died Febru: ary 17, 1810. 

Frances, wile of William Stewart, Died Septem- 
ber 24, 1803. 

Bethany, wile of William Stewart, Died Sep- 
tember 14, 1843, 

Samuel Stewart, Died June. 30, 1847. 

Rachael, wife of Samuel Stewart, Died June 17, 
1807. i De 

Sarah, wife of Samuel Stewart, Died June 3, 
1858. inte 

Williany, son of Samuel & Rachacl Stewart, Died 
July 15, 1808. 

‘Thomas Shields, Died August PR VRQ 

S—, wile of “Thomas Shields, Died Novenyber 
15, 1853. 

Aaron Davis, Died July 27, ‘1839. 

Mary Davis, Died June 21, 1858. 

John Painter, Died April 17, 1830. 

Anna, wife of John Painter, Died May 9, 1831. 

Mary A., wile of James Sutton, Died April 1, 
1848. 

Rebecca Sutton, Died November 25, 1855 

Ebenezer Drake, Dicd May 30, 1855. 

Emma W., wife of Ebenezer Drake, Died keb- 
ruary 27, 1851. 

Joseph B. Hockenberry, Died October 13, 1847. : 

John Hockenberry, Died April 6, 1830. 

John W. Clark, Diced) March 7, 1846. 

John Hockenberry, Died February 23, 1810. 

Elizabeth, wife of John Hockenberry, Dicd June 
20, 1845, 

Thomas Martin, Died May 29, 1837, 

May. Caskey, wile of ‘Thomas Mar tin, Died May 
18, 1838. | 

Williany Martin, Died March 18, 1853. 

Theodosia Carter, wife of William Martin, Died 
September 22, 1843. et 

Sarah Ann, doubts of William & Theodosia, 
Martin, Wile of John Demund, Died: May 
21, 1847. 

Matthew Martin, Died June 4, 1838. 

Ann C askey, wile of Mathew Martin, nae April 
14, 1862. 


Jane, daughter of Mathew & Ann Martin, Died 


May 10, 1832. 
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Mary Ann, wile of Abner Van Ness, Died April 
7,, 1844. 

Jshn Kemple, Died May 21, 1833. . 

May Kemple, Dicd September 17, 1828. 

Francis, wife of Peter Kemple, Died April 15, 
1826. 

Elias W. Wire, Died January 8, 1860. 

Anna, wile of Herbert Wire, Died April. 5, 
1838.. 

Conover Browne, Died November 17, 1840. 

Kliza Arownse, wile of Conover Browne, Died 
October 5, 1857. Yi 

William Morgan, Died October 2, 1819. 

Margaret Caskey, wile of William ‘Morgan, Died 
November 24, 1862. ; 

Robert Caskey, Died March 23, 1800. 

Jane, widow of Robert Caskey, Died November 

Bh are26; ¢ . 

Joseph Sutton, Died February 24, 1856. 

Peter L. Drake, Died\March 21, 1829. 

‘Elisha Bird, Died April 10, 1829. | 

Rachael, wile of Elisha Bird, Died June 16, 
1843. 

William Kenney, Died March 29, 1851. 

Phebe, wite of William ‘Kenney, Died Septem- 
ber 3, 1853. 

John Vliet Sener, Died August 13, 1804, 

William Wire, Died December 28, 1816. 

Philip S. Wire, Died September 28, 1845. 

Israel Sweasey, Died March 26, 185-1. 

‘Catherine, daughter of Col. James Cook, Died 

January 11, 1837. 

Jeremiah Pool, Died October 19, 1818. 

Ezra Pool, Died May 20, 18-10. 

John W. Schenck, Died September 4, 1841. 


May Schenck, wile of John Schenck, Dicd April: 


1, 1814.— 

Isaac Smith, Died February 7, 1823. 

Charles Moore, Died August 9, 1806. 

Peter Hann, Died January 15, 1857. 

Christiana Shields, Diced December 29, 1826. 

Ann Likens, wife of C. H.- Valentine, Died 
November 25, 1818. 

Elizabeth, wife of “‘Vhomas “Titus, Died January 
25, 1847. 

Daniel Applegit, Died October 31. 1852. 


May, wile of Danicl Applegit, Died December 


18, 1858. 
Hannah Rush, Died December 27, 1812. 
Harman Werts, Died October 19, 1852. 
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Jeminia, wile of Farman Werts, Died September 
8, L869. : 

Gershom Hull, Dicd September 27, 1812. 

Mary, wile of Gershom Hull, Died December 
13, 1859. ; 

Susanna Coleclaugh, wile of George Coleclaugh, 
Died February 23, 1826. 

Robert “‘Vhompson, Dicd January 4, 1831. 

Nancy, relict. of Robert “Vhompson,. Died May 
3, ASSL: 

Joseph Robertson, Died October 17, 1850. 

John Robertson, Dicd July 11, 1817. 

Plizabeth, wife of John Robertson, Died June 
5, 1844: ; 

John fT. Ingle, Dicd August 15, 1865. 

Elisha Matlock, Diced February 6, 1832. | 

Amos G. Young, Dicd September 13, 1850. 

Amanda Sharp, daughter of Amos & Margaret 
Young, Dicd March 31, 1842. 

Danicl Young, Dicd September 29, 1853. 


Sarah, wife of Daniel Young, Died. June: EY; 


1835. 

Mary, wile of Derick R. Gulick, Died March 9, 
1826. 

Montgomery Reading, Esq. Died March 12,— 
1815. 


Sarah, Widow of Montgomery Reading, Died 
May 8, 18-44. 

Isabella R. Reading, wile of “Vhomas J. Ken- 
nedy, Died November 5, 1862. 

William Reading, Died August 25, 1835. 

Susan, wile ol Willian PF. Wire, Died March 
13, 185-4. 

Catherine -\., wite of Jol N. Mitchell, Died 
November 3, B48,’ 

Nancy D., wile of Ephriam D. Cramer, Died 
October 2b, 1847... 

William Drake, Died February 21, 1852. 

Agnes, wile of Willian Drake, Died April 28, 
1853. 

Arch Stewart, Died May— 1795. 

Phoebe, wile of Arch Stewart, Died January 14, 
1815. 

Sarah Ann, wile of John Patrick, Died April 
27, 4811. 

Samuel Lann, Died March— 1783. 

Levi Bunting, Died April 16, 1858. — 

Elisha Blackwell, Died August 13, 1828. 

Charles Cowl, Died April 12, 1836. 


‘Vhoimas Reeder, Died March 25, 1817. 
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Catherine R., wile of Nathanicl Best, Died March 
8, 1853. 

‘Tunis Allen, Died November 28, 1859. 

Anna Dorland, wile of Jobn C. Williams, Died 
February 18, 1858. ; 

Julia Ann, wile of ‘Jobn C.. Williams, Died 
March 13, 1841. 

Mrs. Sarah Dunlop, Died September, 27,,1785, 


Ezckial Ayres, som of Ezekial Ayers, Esq. Bic 


August )2],, 1835. 
Martin Fisher, Died January 10, 1796. 


Casy,. wile of Martin Fisher, Died September 
31, 1793. | 

Charity, wife of Adam Fisher, Died November 
24, 1823. 

Richard Stephens, Dicd May 18, 1792. 

Rachacl, wife of L.. k. Milford, Died May 16, 
S541. 

Charles W., son of Rachacl, Died June 2, 1853. 

William El. Oliver, Died August 25, 1851. 

Danicl Shreckgast, Dicd July 24, 1845. | 
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An Outstanding Citizen 


Down through the years theré have been 
MANY fine people living in Hackettstown but 
there is one that | well. 1 was 
born and lived my boyhood days.next door to 


remcmber so 


a gentleman who would command respect from 
any-human being: I refer to Mr. Alpheus Claw- 
son and T wish to relate some intercsting things 
in his life. 

Mr. Clawson was born within the limits of 
Hackettstown on April 25, 1819. He ‘saw. this 
village grow from once street. and 


population 
of 400. souls into a thriving community. 
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When Mr. Clawson was but a’ year old his: 
parents removed to Beattys “Town and remained 
there for two years engaging in farming. “Phen 
‘Vranquility where Mr. 
followed the plow for seven more 
Then he rented and operated the hotel in 
Allamuchy. ° 


a farm. was rented at 
Clawson, Sr. 
years. 
Iwo years later he embraced the op- 
portunrty to become landlord of the Warren 
House in) Hackettstown, 
the business for 


‘where he conducted 


many years. 
Mr. Clawson was a small boy when his father 
first took the Warren remcmbers 


House, and 


iin inline 
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Alpheus Clawson home — Grand Avenue at Washington Strcet (1890). 
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distinctly one peculiar incident that occurred 
tere. “Vhis is what he related: 

“Teremember distinctly when two foreigners 
put up at my father’s hotel. “Vhey did not come 
together, and you may be sure they did not go 
away together, and ‘they scemed to be entire 
strangers to cach other. During the day of their 
arrival, however, they became quite friendly, 
so.much so in fact that they requested to be as- 
signed to the same sleeping room, second floor. 
Father agrced to this and put them in a room 
containing two beds. ‘Vhe next morning one of 
the foreigners told father that he had been rob- 
bed of a hard: (silver) dollar and of course, the 
man suspected was his room mate. “Phe latter 
was searched but no hard dollar was found on 
his person. tle was released and went to his room. 
My mother, who was in an adjoining room, with 
the door between the rooms partly open, saw 
him take off one shoe and stocking and throw 
the stocking uncer the bed. He then put on his 
shoe and went down stairs. She called father 


and told him what she had seen and he went 


up to the room and pulled the stocking from 
under the bed. It contained the missing hard 
dollar, He called) Constable Peter Perrine who 
arrested the: min. A. court for the trial of the 
prisoner was organized. In those days two jus- 
tices: constituted a court for the trial of small 


larceny. cases, and a conviction meant a good’ 


flogging. ‘Squires Caleb Valentine and Ross 
Crane constituted the court, and the prisoner 


was. found guilty. Constable Perrine was ordered: 


to carry out the sentence of the-court. ‘The fel- 
low was ticd to the hotel sign post and Perrine 
swung the whip and he swung it with such vigor 
that before the required number of strokes had 
been tallied off the blood was flowing froma 
number of welts on his back. ‘Vhen the prisoner 
was unticd and led into the barroom where his 
back was washed with salt water. ‘Vhe salt water 
-in his raw flesh almost set him crazy. He was 
then ordered to dress and depart, and he lost 
no time getting out of town.” 


Mr. Clawson joined the Methodist church 
when eighteen years old and always took an ac- 
tive part in the affairs of that congregation, For 
twenty years he held. the post of church trea- 
surer-and in recognition of his services the off- 
cial board, on the 70th anniversary of his birth, 
presented him with a gold-headed cane, 


When Mr. Clawson, joined the church - he 


took a seat in the choir. He could sing and was 


Willing to be heard. ‘Vhe members of the choir 
used to visit the homes of the different mem- 
bers for the purpose of rehearsal. One night 
When returning fromea rehearsal they witnessed 
a tragedy. A) young man was fatally stabbed 
while tying to throw another into the creek. 
Mir. Clawson in referring to the wagedy, said: 

“We had choir practice that night at the 
home of Peter Kemple, who lived beyond the 
creck, (Musconctcong) in Morris County. It was 
about nine o'clock when we startcd lor home 
and as we approached a small arm of the Mus- 
conctcong creck we saw a mumber of young men 
strugeling on the bridge spanning the stream. 


We continucd to walk toward them and when 


we had ‘almost reached. the bridge one of the 
young men threw up his arms and cricd out, 
‘Pim stabbed’ and started at full speed tor Hack- 
ettstown; the others ran in all directions. Belore 
I went to bed that night I knew a murder had 
been committed and the cause of it. At that 
lime it was quite common for bad blood to exist 
between. the village and the country boys. ‘Phe 
town boys, when in the country looking after 
girls were frequently caught and beaten, A coun- 
try boy coming to town alter dark was liable 
to similiar treatment. On the night in question 
a boy from Schooley’s Mountain by the name 
of Lake was waylaid and held-up on. the bridge’ 
by town boys while on his way home. They 
caught him and were about to throw him into the 
creck when he drew a knife and stabbed a Niper 
boy in the upper part of the leg, severing an 
artery. Lt was Niper we heard cry, ‘Pm stabbed.’ 
After receiving the wound he ran as far as home 
and fell dead on the porch. Lake was arrested 
on the charge of murder and the tial took place 
at Morristown. 1 was subpocned as a witness 
but was not called to the stand. Lake was ac- 
quittcd on the grounds of sell defense.” 

Mr. Clawson was a carpenter and master 
builder for more than filty years. He saw Hack- 
ettstown grow from a village of one strect to a 
borough of 2:500 people. It was the firm of Claw- 
son & Hazen and Sturyker Brothers which bujlt 
the first Centenary Collegiate Institute. The 
buildings were commenced in 1869 and finished 
and dedicated in fall of 1874. Mr. Clawson was 
one of the ten men who donated the ground 
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Warren House Hotel. Built of logs in 


‘upon: which the buildings stood ‘and also the 
spacious campus and lawn. He also donated 
$1,000 in cash toward the school. ‘Vhese build- 
ings were destroyed by fire Oct. 31, 1899. 


Mr. Clawson was twice marricd. His first — 


wile was Margaret Giles of Hackettstown, whom 
he married in 1842. She lived but six years al-. 
terward and bore him no children. In 1848 he 
‘took. a second partner in the person of Rebecca 
J. Goodrich of Hope, and this union was blessed 
with four children, all girls. “Vhey were’ Anna 
K. (Mrs. George ‘I. Everitt); Lewella C., (Mrs. 
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1787 and rebuilt in 1810 as a frame structure. 


Thomas B. Howell); Elizabeth B. (Mrs. Lincoln 
Horner); and one daughter died young, 

Mir. and Myrs. Clawson celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on Feb. 10, 1900, and a 
house full of friends greeted them on the occa- 
ston. Mr. Clawson was a mayor of Hackettstown 
in 1862 and again in 1871. He was ‘Vown Clerk 
in 1856, 757, 758 and ’59, was ‘Vown tax collector 
for one year. Mr. Chawson lived to the ripe old 
age of 85 ycars, died Nov. 15, 1905, and is buried 
in the Union Cemetery. ‘Iwo grandsons are 
living, Paul and Dewitt Everitt. 
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Wreck at Rockport June 17, 1925, 
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The Railroad Comes 


Before the days of automobiles, radios and 
airplanes, the railroad was one ol the centers 
of attraction for the people of this town. Belore 
It was time for a train to appear you could sce 
people starting to congregate at the station to 
witness the arrival and departure of the train, 
to see who came im and who went away. It was 
something to look forward to every day. 

Many Hackettstown people found cmploy- 
ment on the railroad tracks and on the trams. 
Some of the early wack inspectors were Patrick 
Morley, “Vhomas. Henuchan, David Hoyt 
George Pickel. It would be easy to name at least 
filty men who have becn employed in various 
capacities on the railroad, “Phrce of the, Everitt 
brothers were all ‘old timers.’ James Everitt was 
for many years express and 


passenger agent 


at the local station. George. Everitt: spent the 


best part of his life on, the railroad, starting as. 


a fireman on one of the old wood burning en- 
gines and? later serving as an express messenger 
between Hackettstown and New York City. Wil- 
liam M. Everitt was a life long employee of the 
D, L. & W,, in later years serving as Ircight agent 
at the local freight house. . 

But let us stare at the beginning of the lorma- 
tion of the road. What actually happened was 
that a syndicate was formed to open up a rail 
line from Hoboken on the Hudson river to: Bul- 





Old “John I. Blair” engine used on Sussex branch, 


and 
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lated 


Camelback engine used on Morris and Essex Railroad. 


falo on the Great Lakes. And by buying up a 
number of small and weak tines and connecting 
them the great Lackawanna Rathroad was even- 
tually completed between the above mentioned 
points. “Vo tcll the whole story would fill the - 
pages of this book so only a short summary will 


‘be given here. 


‘Lhe Morris and Essex was among the early 
railroads of New Jersey and was incorporated 
on January 29th, 1835, to construct a road from 
Hloboken on the ILudson to Phillipsburg on the 
Delaware. “Chis was only one of the links of a 
chain visualized by some financiers in New York 
City and clsewhere. 


In 1854, the road opencd from Dover through 
to Elackettstown, and in January, 1866, on to 
Phillipsburg. “Vhe D. L.& W. company had con- 
structed several short branches in Pennsylvania 
for the purpose of facilitating its immense coal. 
traflic,-and in. 1873, it effected a consolidation 
with the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg R. R. 
company, ‘Phe road of this company followed 
the Kast branch of the Susquehanna-River trom 
Northumberland to Scranton. ‘Vhe Lackawanna 
and Bloomsburg R. R. Co. was originated by 
New York capitalists in the interest of the D. L. 
& W. R. R. In adding the Cayuga and Susque- 


hanna R. R., Phe Greene Railroad, ‘Vhe Oswego 


and Syracuse, and ‘Vhe Utica, Chenango and 
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Susquehanna Valley, the missing links , were 
added to the New York, Lackawanna and West- 
ern R. R. Now the D. Lu. & W.R. R., later called 
the LACKAWANNA RAILROAD, had a trunk 
line connecting the Great Lakes port ol Buffalo 
and New York harbor... 


In September, 1837, the Morris & Essex  re- 


ceived its first locomotive, a tiny teakcttle weigh- 


ing about six tons. It was named. “ORANGE”: 
and was built in Newark by Scth Boyden, who 


received $6,650 for aa In bad weather the. tiny 


engine the “ORANGE,” could not negotiate the. 


stiff grade of 80 feet to the mile, between Mill 
burn and Summit, at which time oxen were bor- 
rowed to, help the locomotive pull’ the train up 
the hill. Vhe ‘frst freight engine was purchased 
in 1848. Before that an extra passengcr cngine 
was used, if available; otherwise freight cars 
were attached to the passenger Wain. 

The first passenger train ran from Phillips- 
burg to Hoboken on Monday, August 6th, 1866. 
It left Phillipsburg at 6.00 A.M. and arrived in 
New York about 10.30 A.M. Returning it left 
New York at 4.30 P.M. and arrived in) Phillips- 
burg about 8.30 P.M. 
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FIRST WOOD BURNING ENGINE 
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Most of the engines on the old Morris & 
Essex were named for stations along the line. 
On “Vhursday August 17, 1865 the first coal 
burning locomotive started running on the Mor- 
ris & Essex extension. 


ATM OliS ol tous of re have passed through 
Hackettstown on their way from, the coal fields 
of Pennsylvania, via the D. L. & W. R. R., to the 
docks at Hoboken, for reshipment to New York 
and the New England states, as well as abroad. 

The Lackawanna has always enjoyed a large 
commuter trade and for many years it ran ex- 
curstons to New York and so on up the Fludson 
river by boat. Also to Coney Island, Cranberry 
Lake and Mauch Chunk and even to Niagara 


Falls. 

For many years this town ‘was the end of the 
“run” for a number of trains and there was a 
large brick “round house” here where engines 
were Housed and cleaned. Outside of the round 


house was. a large turntable and the cngines 
would be driven on this table and turned around. 


It was .so nicely balanced that two men could 
easily move the huge locomotive around in 
place to be run in the round house for storage. 
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USED OUT OF HACKETTSTOWN 


Left to right: Anvadeas Ayers, Bireman; elijah M, Osmun, fagineer; John, Apgar, Jacob Lunger, 


Will Sliker, Red Cummins, Joe Cook. 
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Engine exploded at Waterloo station. 


It would be brought out in the same manner. 
Also there was a huge water tank near the pas- 
senger station where engines would stop and fill 
up with water. 

‘There is no quesuon but what the railroad 
helped to ‘make’ this town and put it on the 
map. Not only were large quantities of merchan- 
dise shipped into the town but there was much 
shipped out also: Lumber, mine props, grain, 
cattle, chickens, garden produce, manufactured 
products from Hackettstown’s factories etc. 


The railroad has. also brought tragedy to 
many, not through its own fault but from acci- 
dents. In another story you will find the details 
of the wreck during the blizzard of 1888 in. the 
“cu” above Hackettstown. Without doubt the 
worst accident in this vicinity was the big wreck 
at Rockport .on June 17th, 1925, in which 52 
people lost their lives and many were injured. 
‘This was entirely due to misfortune as there 
had been a very heavy rain storm shortly before 
the accident which washed a large amount of 
dirt and stones out on to the track, in a place 


-where a dirt road crossed the railroad tracks. 


This being in the mght and during a bad wind 
€ € cis 
and rain storm, the engineer was unable to see 
the track ahead of him and going at high spced 
¢ 4 c 
the engine and several of the coaches left the 
rails and were practically ‘crushed. to pieces. 
Hackettstown people, including doctors and fire- 
men, gave quick and valuable aid to the injured. 





Modern Diesel engine at Hackettstown stauion, 
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Mine Hill storage reservoir, 
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The Hackettstown Water Supply 


> In 1853, an act of incorporation was granted 
to the Hackettstown Aqueduct Company. Wil- 
liam Rea, Robert Steel, Lewis C. Cook, William 
L. Johnson and Robert Rusling were appointed 
to receive subscriptions to the stock. ‘The charter 
placed the capital stock at $10,000 with privi- 
lege to inercase to $20,000, to be divided into 
shares of $20.00 cach. 

In 1864, the company secured a site for a 
reservoir at the extreme western cnd of Baldwin 
street, south of the 
fifty yards from what was called King’s bridge. 


Morris Canal and about 


There was a good flow of pure spring water at 
this location and a small reservoir was built and 
the northern part of the town was piped for 
water. The venture proved to be a failure as the 
pressure was not sufficient. Another reservoir 
was soon built on higher ground on what was 
the George Parks farm. “Phis can still be found 
at the extreme western end of Roosevelt Avenue. 

As it was found that a change would be neccs- 
sary, legislative ard was again sought and by 
an act approved March 17, 1870 the directors 
of the “Hackettstown Aqueduct Company” were 
authorized to uwansler and convey all their works, 


property and franchise to the “Inhabitants of | 


the town of Hackettstown.” 

Thus empowered, the town purchased all 
the stock and franchise of the aqueduct com- 
pany for $21,000, and bonds of the town were 


issued, at the rate of seven percent interest, for: 


the purpose of paying the original owners and 
further improving their works. 
Vhe first commissioners under the charter 


were John Shields, 1. W. Crane, Reading Bell, 


Robert Rusling, Lewis J. Youngblood and Wil- 
liam L, Johnson, After the purchase was made 
a new site was procured and the Schooley’s Moun- 
tain reservoir was built. It was found necessary 
to make further issue of bonds, and the total 
water debt then amounted to $54,000. In later 


years the water from this so called Bird Reservoir * 


proved to be inadequate and the present reser- 
voir’ was constructed on Mine Hill. Work was 
started in 1895, and finished in 1898. ‘The capac 
ity of this reservoir was 5 million gallons. 
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There has been considerable land purchased 
above the present reservoir to safeguard the 
town’s water supply so that at this time the 
Water Board owns over 300 acres of ground. A 
few years ago a large storage reservoir ‘was con- 
structed above the reservoir and the present ca- 
pacity of the two combined is about 9,000,000. 
gallons. “Phe. town uses at ordinary times about 
550,000 gallons a day but in the summer time 
it uses 600,000 gallons a day, on the average. 


In 1951, there was a dangcrous shortage of 
water and the Water Board had a well drilled 
288 feet deep. ‘Vhis is near the location of the 
first reservoir, at the extreme western end of 
Baldwin strect. Vhe well is lined with an cight 
inch pipe from which cmanates a continual 
stream of pure spring water cstimated at 250,- 
000 gallon every 24 hours. “Vhis has recently been 
connected with the water system of the town. 

The Water Board owns a powerlul pump 
which has a capacity olf 500,000 gallons a day. 
This is used to force water from the Bird reser-. 
volr up to the main Mine Hill reservoir. 

‘The town has used. a chlorinator to purily 
the water for the past thirty years but several 
years ago they installed a highly perfected and 
modern machine for this purpose. 
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Site of first reservoir. Western end of Baldwin street. 
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48 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


Fach year the Water Board has set out many 


new trees, each three years old, so that now there — 


are planted in the water shed some 180,000 pine, 
spruce and hemlock wees. “Vhis procedure is 
recommended by the.state board: ol health as. 
this type of ee helps to purily the air as well 
as the water in the reservoirs. 

The town of Hackettstown can boast of hav: 
ing one of the finest public water. systems in the 


state. “Phe Water Board, under the leadership . 


of the President, Mr. Edward Kilpatrick, is» to 
be highly commended for the efficient manner 
in which it serves the town ol Hackettstown. 
The members all give considerable time to this 
project and without any remuneration, 


Vhe Board of Water Commissioners meets. 


-the second “Tuesday night of cach month at 8 
o'clock in the ‘Vown Hall. ‘Phe prescnt members 
‘are as follows: Edward Kilpatrick, President; 
Andrew Hibler, Vice’ President; Lloyd B. Coch- 


4 





ran, James D. Mingle, Charles O. Hlayford, Rob- 


-bert Fl. Robson. Russell P. Vliet is the capable 
head of the Engineering Department and Or- 


ville Cox is Secretary and: Collector. 





Site of second reservoir. Western end of Roosevelt avenue. 


Large reservoir at Mine Hill. 
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Hackettstown National Bank 


The Hackettstown National Bank this year 


is celebrating its 100th anniversary as the town’s 
original banking institution as well’as the first 
bank established in Warren and Morris Coun- 
ties. It has enjoyed a long, uninterrupted and 
honorable career as one of New Jersey’s foremost 
banking: houses. 

An interesting history of this old institution 
from the time of its founding to the present 
day follows; 


During the early part of January in the -yeat 
1855, a number of the leading business. men of 


this community discussed the great need of es- 


tablishing a bank in Hackettstown, Considerable 
interest in this matter was shown by many busi- 
ness leaders and citizens and although the town 
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was small, these men had unlimited confidence 
in themselves and great faith in the future of 
the town. Dr. William Rea was the moving 
spirit and it was in his office, in the upper room 
of the little frame building adjoining his stone 
Mansion, Opposite the Presbyterian church, that 
the gentlemen interested met to discuss the pro- 
ject, and where it finally assumed shape. 


Phe act of incorporation was passed by the 
New. Jersey State Legislature on April 3, 1855. 
‘Vhe gentlemen who appeared as incorporators 
were David V. C. Crate; Robert Rusling, George 
W. Johnson, Robert Steele and: William Rea. 
William Rea was elected the first president and 
the following were clected as the first Board of 
Directors: William Rea, Robert Rusling, George 










First Hackettstown National Bank building (June 19, 1859). 
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Hackettstown National Bank building remodeled (1900). 
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W. Johnson, David V. C. Crate, Peter Smith, 


Paul Angle, James Swayze, George W. ‘Laylor 


and Jacob Cuminins. 


At their first meeting, George Roe, of Vienna, 
was clected cashier and the committee on bank- 
ing rooms reported that the lot on which the 
present banking house stands could be purchased 
ol George Haven at $500. and recommended 
the purchase. In accordance with that recom- 
mendation, the property was purchased. It was 
decided, in order to begin business ~with the 
least: possible delay, to fit up the rooms on the 
first floor of the Rea building as a banking 
room, A-vault was built and rooms fitted up for 
the purpose. 


‘The first men to purchase. stock in the new. 


bank were Peter Smith and William Rea. It 
was, for the first ten years, operated as a state 


bank as were most banks at that time and was” 


called ‘Vhe Hackettstown Bank, but in 1865 the 
new government banking laws were put into 
effect and this bank was then chartered asa ‘na- 
tional bank and the name was chi inved to “THE 
HACKETTSTOWN NAT IONAL BANK. 


Tet us turn back the pages of history for 
one hundred years and see just what we will 
find in this beautiful New Jersey town. In 1855 
the population of Hackettstown was just a little 
over 1200 pcople. The Morris Canal had been 
in operation for 24 years and at this period was 
doing a thriving business. Much freight was 
carried in addition to coal and iron ore—so 
much so that the canal company built a freight 
house near where the canal passed under Canal 
strect (now Main street). The year before (185-4) 
the Morris and Essex railroad. had been com- 
pleted from Dover to Hackettstown. William 
Everitt, the father of William M.. Everitt: was 
the local station agent for the railroad company. 


‘The town was just beginning to ‘{cel it’s oats’ 
and Robert, Rusling was elected (the second) 
mayor of Hackettstown. John B. Mucklow was 
town clerk. Hackettstown’s first newspaper “THE 
FAMILY VISITOR” was published by Man- 
ning Stillwell in Union Hall. George W. John- 
son was the Postmaster in 1855. He was appointed 
‘June 2, 1853, and held that position until July 
6th, 1861. The oflice was in Johnson’s general 
store, Opposite Center street, and is now known 
as No. 281. Main street, 


HACKETYSTOWN NATIONAL BANK 5] 


The first Methodist church (later moved. to 
Maple avenue) was in use on Main street, where 
the present church is now located and the Rey. 
Jacob P. Fort was the pastor..Vhe Presbyterians 
were holding religious services in the church 
which is now used as the Sunday School rooms. 
Rev. Hugh N. Wilson was their pastor in 1855. 

‘There were several private schools in town 
at this date including the “Academy on Main 
strect Opposite the Sutphin building. The prin- 
cipal industry in the town in 1855 was the car- , 
riage manulacturing business. Vhere were twelve 
manufacturers making carriages, wagons and 
sleighs at this period including B. Dickerson, 
E. D. Cramer, E. B. Freeman, George Smith and 
others. 

Physicians in the town were. Dr. William 
Rea, president of the Hackettstown Bank ‘and 
Dr. Silas Cook. Clawson and Van Atta had a 
planing mill; Charles Hairhouse, jewelry; J. B. 


“Mucklow, hatter; ‘Vhomas Shields, clothier; Dr. 


J. R. Bellis, drugs; Gardner, Mitchell and Co. 
brewery; Charles Fairclo operated the Musconet- 
cong House (later called the American House), 
J. D. Hofhnan operated the Warren House, 
etc, “Phere were forty-seven merchants. in all 
here in 1855. 

An ordinance establishing rules and regula- 
tions for conducting the business of the Hack- 
ettstown Bank included the following: 

Section 3: An oath of office of every clerk and 
servant of the bank was required as well as to 
give bond with security conditions for their good 
behavior and to take and subscribe the follow- 
ing: “I do swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully 


‘to the best ol my knowledge and abilities per- 
form the dutics and trusts reposed in me and also 


keep the business of the said Bank secret.” 
Secuon 6: ‘The bank shall be kept open for 
the ‘transacting of business from nine in the 
morning until three o'clock. in. the’ afternoon 
every day in the year, except Sundays, “Vhanks- 
giving Day, Christmas Day, New Yeai'’s, Fourth 
of July and such other days as may be required 
by legal authority. 

The Hackettstown Bank moved up town to 
its new building on June 15th, 1859. The Hack- 
ettstown Gazette stated as follows: “The Insti- 
tution, building and all, are a credit to the 
place. ‘Phe new building beats anything of 
kind in this part of the state.” 
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Perhaps it would be well to investigate the 
business experience and ability olf some of the 
‘first directors of this noble institution. Dr, Wil- 


liam Rea was a practising physician of some 


years standing with a fine reputation and much 


ability. He had the confidence of the people and ° 


was conceded by many to be one of the best 


doctors in the county. Robert Rusling operated 


a large coal and lumber business ‘as well as be- 
ing mayor of the town. He was a large land 
owner and a successful business man. David V. 
C. (Van Campen) Crate was in the general mer- 
chantile business with Mr. Bell, under the firm 
name of Crate and Bell. Vhey were dealers in 
dry goods, groceries, butter, eves, Hour, feed Oke; 
and operated a large store across the railroad on 


Canal street. (now Main stveet) where is now 
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situated the office building of the Bergén Ma- 
chine & ‘Tool Co., known as No. 91 Main street. 

George W. Johnson and his brother W. L. 
Johnson were at this time the largest merchauts 
in the town, dealing in dry goods, groceries, 
paints, oils, hardware, carriage twinmines ete. 
George was the postmaster, as already noted, 
and’ the post office was in their store, which was 
located on Main. street, opposite Center: street. 
The building still stands and is now partly oc- 
cupicd by “VHE JIGGER SHOP formerly man- 


aged by Sol Bragar. At an early date W. L. and 


G. W. Johnson owned many houses. in. and 
around the town of Hackettstown and the ercal- 
er part of the, then vacant land south and west 
of Washington street. Peter Smith Was a very 
successful merchant and a large land owner liv- 





Present Hackettstown National Bank building. 
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Bank lobby before being remodeled (1950). 


ing at’Waterloo, N. J., and was one of the orig- 
inal stockholders as. well as the bank’s second 
President. Jacob Cummins was a well-to-do Lar- 
mer living in Vienna and. a very shrewd and 
successtul business man. | 

It must be remembered that a bank, lke any 
other business, cannot be governed by the num- 
ber of customers it has, or the amount of busi- 
ness or deposits it has. “Phe principal requisite 
is NET PROFIT. Many merchants do a large 


business and have many customers but still do: 
not make any profits. With “a bank it means _ 


skillful management ‘and well planned invest- 
nents. “Phe depositors’ money must be fully 
protected and still make a reasonable return ta 
the stockholders. Vhat is the reputation this 
old established bank is honored with and it will 
always continue to respect this trust, 

The following presidents have headed this 
financial institution in the following chronolo- 
gical order: Dr. William Rea, 1855-1863; Peter 
Smith, 1863-1877; John C. Welsh, 1877-1890; 
Seymour R, Smith, 1890-1982; P. Louis Smith, 


dt 





+ 


1932:1933;-C, V.0S.. Rieayt933-1934; J. Harold 
Nunn, 1954-1940; Arthur G. Danks, 1910-1952; 
Robert F. Whitchouse 1952—, 

During the one hundred years that this bank 
has been in operation, there have been but 57 
different directors. It is the Board of Directors 


that sets the policies of a bank and the officers 


that carry out the same, “Phe Directors pass on. 
all loans and investments and they in turn are 
under the jurisdiction of the United States ‘Prea- 
sury Department, providing it is a National 
Bank. ie a 
Following is a list of all of the Directors of 
the Hackettstown National Bank from 1855 to 
1955 and in the order in which they took the 
oath of office:. Dr. William Rea; Peter. Smith; 
Paul Angle; James W. Swayze; George W. ‘Vay- 
lor; Jacob Welsh Jr.; George W. Johnson; Rob- 


ert Rusling; David V. C. Crate; Albert R. Riggs; 


Wim. M. TWhifl; John B. Fisher; Galeb Swayze; 


' Isaac W. Grane; George Roe; Simon A. Cum- 


mins; Seymour R. Smith; Samuclk Rea; Reading 
Bell; William -Dellicker; Robert A. Cole; \Wal- 





Bhwsnkl of CHIR E eT OA gee YD. ST ON itt oy ao ky r ein: MY joolion’ {F346 yi a 
VcUPOleh etait) AY dathis OeOR Ate iad Yyitay 34 WR eit a fey ¥E AE mtilotdvone Isai * 
COL selon ie ot ae mdo sh Tea (Cobia: tow litat on attititiin) dora. svebiewrd ie ass r 
dome) pl eteuy boii see oh sii bas pple (it it ae Gino wl yoieil na } 
VG dud spot avg avait OD yo iis setidel? each Ms a aa nee ee oniprennel Liste vate “i 4 


etodlovuel te bandit othe pea els pity Hi y19 fb ; f ith said ip I iytld yy toda FET AA vel sented an & ; 
| “ty: vel Lwin me 4 eh Bess Financ Aptho a 
ey rh evattiotes 4 


arith oy fail of focebipiloa i belts doy 





Fidt, eenish edad mil sdb Srake itd beh POL» Tite 
Pi tend ah, Qk Dank: tivo ed ian Thins eae ae | 
ml ae det J lao lotbeteay ol gota 2 ay 
Puri oho eb. si Does ed Eg acl ‘ene 
ify Antadh 
lo em OH otf) to Thi te atibele 4b avn ink: au 
ot G08] fue det iene wyokes dE 

li Age Hid Hitslw detalii sale aay, tate. ‘sted 
Thine. quisth Sih iid LS th Joni des. ae wists 
DE Saati) Neate vi er inne Cas 

kisi prey ee ee 5 ye Wi. sick a ike 


eh SE ey. od fa i dorsal t) a EE TS BY a 
. pi | alo 
n?), i, Se 


uwvede dof, > mee AP) ly 2 hr bt 
Ply Se me) Meer bin yn _ s., 
va Sith ba 





- = 









wa? 4 une von hoe ‘ge 
iv teh) at YextodH og 


y ; ‘(ee A Al ALN’ sit ee, Vs 


liam M. Everitt; A. J. Cummins; John C. Welsh; 
Wilburforce G. Sutphin; Hollaway W. Hunt; 


’ 


Mathias ‘T. Welsh; Elias M. Bartles; Jacob D. 


Flock;, Joseph S$. Durling; William H. Ashley: 
William J. Barker; William: ‘Pb. Swackhammer; 
P. Louis Smith; Aaron B. Leigh; Edgar W. 
Ramsey; C. V. S. Rea; William Lush; Wilbur 
M. Roll;. Howard Klotz; Arthur G. Danks; J. 
Harold Nunn; C. Martin Labar: John C. Sharp; 
Jacob S$. Wiseburn; John G. Knight; Robert 
-F. Whitehouse; Fred Knight; Henry Roehrich; 
Guy W. Donaldson; John P. Rutherford; Sybolt 
Vonkins; Lloyd B. Cochran; Guy G. Ruther- 
ford; J. Gilbert Stout; Wilbur M. Rush., 


The regular banking business was carried 


on from. the beginning and the bank steadily . 
c < 


grew. There were no drastic changes made in 
the regular routine until on January 13, 1908, 
when the Dircetors voted to open the first say- 
ings accounts and to pay 3%, on all sums of 
$25.00 and over. 
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Originally the banking house contained 
banking rooms on one side of the building and 


a dwelling on the other, Robert A. Cole, the 


cashier lived ino this dwelling for some years. 
Later the whole building was changed and the 
bank therealter o¢ cupied the entire first floor. 
The second and third floors were rented apart- 
MICH, 

About twenty years ago the writer searched 
through the old vault in, the basement of the 
bank and located the minutes of the first mec 
ing of the men who organized the bank back 
in 1855. hey were written by Mr. George Roe, 
the secretary, in lead pencil, belore being copied 
in the first minute book. I also. found the first 
oath of ollice signed by all of the original Board . 
of Directors and other. documents of interes: 
which the bank has framed and ‘are now on 
exhibit. 

In 1950, the bank was again completely mod- 
ernized inside and in 1952, the second «and third 
floors were rebuilt with two modern aparunents 





Bank lobby after being remodeled (1950). 
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on each floor, “Vhe entire building, is heated. Sutton, Cashier; Leonard J. Mooney, Assistant 
from one central oil burning unit at this time. Cashier. “The Directors are: Arthur G. Danks, 

‘The present ofhcers are: Arthur G. Danks, ~ Robert F. Whitehouse, Guy W. Donaldson, Hen- 
Chairman of the Board; Robert F. Whitehouse, ry Roelvich. Lloyd) Be. Cochran, Wilbur M. 
President; Guy W. Donaldson, Vice President: Rush, Guy Rutherford, J. Gilbert Stout, Sybolt 
Henry Roehrich, Vic& President; Warren W. ‘Vonkins. 
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First Annual Directors meeting January 7th, 1856, showing oath of office 
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Old Hackettstown Business Directories 


1860 
Allen, William, Constable & Collector 
Bellis, Dr. J. R., Drugs & Medicines: 
Baker, Millord L., Shaving Saloon 
Bowers & Mattison, Foundry & Machine Shop 


Cook, Silas,, M.D., Physician 

Cook, Jno, S., M.D., Physician ° 
Clawson & Van Atta, Lumber Dealers 
Crate & Bell, Dry Goods 

Crater & Osmun, Dry Goods & Groccrics- 
Cramer, E. D., Carriage Manulacturcr 
Clarke, A. H., Boot & Shoe Factory 
Crane, I. W., Flouring Mill 
Chamberlain, A. P., Livery Business 
Curtis, J. H., Clothier 

Downs, C. S., Stone Cutter 

Dickson, John B., Paper Hanger 
Dickerson, B., Carriage. Factory 
Freeman, E. B., Carriage Manufacturer 
Gardner, Mitchel & Co., Brewery 

Hance, J. & H., Dry Goods & Groceries 
Hairhouse, Charles, Watch Maker, Jeweler 
Hackettstown Gazette, Ek. Winton, Editor 
Hackettstown Bank, Dr: Wm. Rea, Pres. 
Harvey, Silas S., Lumber Dealer 

Hall, Benjamin, Merchant “Pailor 

Inglis, Andrew, Liquor Dealer 

Johnson, W. L. & G. W., Dry Goods 
Marlatt, Wm. H., Carpenter. | 
Martin, William, Dry Goods, Groccries 
Mc. Clellan, $. M., Harness Maker 
Moore, C. F. R., Candy & Ice Cream 
Mucklow, J. B. & Co., Hatter 
Musconetcong House, C.. Fairclo, Prop. 
Protzman, E. E., Hardware Dealer 

Price, Archibald, Candy & Ice Cream 
Rea, William, M. D., Physician 

Rusling, Jos. M., Sign Painter 

Rusling, Robert,, Lumber Dealer 
Stryker & Marlatt, Carpenters 

Smith, George, Carriage Manufacturer 


37 


Shields, ‘Vhomas Jr., Clothier 


‘Ths, John, Carpenter 
Dims: has, ME ‘Tannery & Harness 
Vanover, J. G., Carpenter 

Warren House, J. D. Hofhnan, Prop. 
Welsh, S: Jr., Dry Goods & Groceries 


Youngblood, Louis J., Brick Mill 


1875 
Apgar, G. W., Meat Market 
Bowers, R. Q. and Bro., Machinists 
Bird, J. k., Carriage Manufacturer 
Grater, J. L., Surgeon Dentist 
Clawson, Alpheus, Planing Mill: 
Cole, B. P., Carriage Maker 
Cook, John S., Physician 
Cook, L..C., Physician 
Curtis, J. H., Sewing Machines 
Dickerson, Benjamin, Carriage and Sleigh Mfg. 
Dikeman, N. H., Carriage Manulacturer 
Flint & Hankinson, Stoves and Tinware 
Freeman, A. G., Dentist 
Giles, Henry, Boots and Shoes 


Hockenbery, R. M., Merchant ‘Tailor 
Hagerty, Warren, Millwright 
Hairhousc, Charles, Watches, Jewelry 
Holtman, Gilbert, Carpenter 
Hackettstown National Bank 


Johnson, W. L. and G. W., Merchandise 
Klotz, Abraham, Drover 

Klupperberg, F. Wm., Music, Art Store 
Lundy, Aaron, Wheelwright 


Mucklou, J. B., Hats, Caps and Furs 

Martin, Charles, Livery Stable- 

Mitchell, James, Dry Goods and Groceries 
McCracken, Win., Proprictor Warren House 
McClellan, S. M., Harness, Prunks 

Price, Ro S., Lawyer 

Perceval, J. P., Photographer’ 

Plate, T.G., Watches, Jewelry 
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— Rea, Samuel, Drugeist . Klupperberg, Win., Stationery, Gifts. 
Rusling, James J., Coal Dealer Kegean, 5S. C., Sioves, Plumbing. 
Surykor, J.°R., Carpenter Klotz & Ackley, Butchers. 

Shiclds & Karr, Merchants - Krouse, Joseph, Monuments. 

t Smith, James h., Bakery Kinsey, Robert, Painter, 

Tremblau, Gustavus, Restaurant Kampl, Fred, Shoemaker, 

‘Tims, John, Furniture Larison, S.-C. Coal Yard: 

Trufant, Isaac, Principal of Schgol Ledwith, ‘Vhomas, Grocer. 

‘Trimmer, D. M., Proprictor American House Mitchell, James, Canal Store. 
‘TLoepher, John, Bakery Mattison & Barker, Groceries. 
Valentine, C. H., Attorney-at-Law Martenis, 4, J: Grocer. 

Van Horn, V. S., General Merchant MeClcllan, George, Hardware. 
Wendt, Fred, Merchant ‘Tailor McCracken, R.S., American House. 
Weber, Herman, Barber McCracken, Ro H., Clothing. 

Welch, J. Tee Merchant Tailor . Nunn, Miller R., Lumber, Funcral Director. 
Winters, A. J., Blacksmith Neighbour, M. S., Bicycles, Insurance. 
Wigeins, H. L., Boots and Shoes Osmun, Pliary, Hay & Feed. 


Wade, Morris, Lumber Dealer 


} Plate, ‘hee, G., Watchmaker, Jeweler. 
Youngblood, J. t1., Miller ee 


Parks, John O., Grocer. 
Parks, Joseph, Candy, cigars, 


1900° Rea, C. V.S.,, Drugeist. 
Ayers, George W., Painter—Paperhanger. — Riedinger, Jacob, Barber. 
. ; . = . sd Fan ‘ys ? pies wry hep zllvs 
‘Bartron, Miller, Blacksmith, Richter, Edward, Barber, 


Beatty & Karr, Gencral Store. Rice & Deremer,..Groceries, Produce, 


om Se : Ratti, Louis, Candy, lee cream. 
Bowers, R. Q., Foundry. } 


Burkhart, Louis, Barber. Salmon, 1. }Ge Ghagiber? 

Bucll, “ASB. Photovrapher%- . — Shields, Jacob,-CGoal Dealer. 
Creveling Sisters, Millinery. Shields, Marvin, Clothing. 2 
Cook, Frank M., Real Estate. | Shields, Win, M., Druggist. 

Carter, Joseph, Groceries. Smith, James, Grocerics. — 
Christian & Stl, Plambers. ‘ Selzer, Tsaac, Pack Peddler, 

Cline & Johnson, Dry Goods. Sutphin, W. G., Drugeist, 
Clarendon, Efotel, Guill Waterman, Prop. Tunison & Weller, Livery. 
Colclough, Phebc S., Millinery. , pe Taylor, Samuel W., Hatter. 

Dilts, Jonas, Blacksmith. ‘Voepher, John, Bakery. 

Drake, William E., Mig. of Eleaters. ‘Trimmer, Andrew W., Insurance. 
Dolan, ‘Vimothy, Pool Parlor. Pamblyn, Jianes, Blacksmith, 
Everitt, Milton, Flarness’ Maker. ‘Vaylor & Osmun, Carpenters, 
Flock, J. D., Dry Goods. — ac eh Van. Syckle, Lewis, Restaurant. 
Fox, B. Frank, Cigar Mie. Vhiet, Dr. George: B., Veterinarian. 
Grogan, Vhomas, Bottler. | Vescclius, Henry, Dry Goods. 


P t / 
Wi ie ier, Ha H, Hardware: 
Hing, Lemuel, Chinese Laundry. Meo Bude: Bs ne 


Hackettstown National Bank. soomWarren House, McCracken, Prop. 
Harvey, William, Lawyer. White, Stewart, “Pavern. 
Hairhouse, Charles, Jeweler. ee Wendt, Fred, Tailor. 
Hoffman & Merrill, Groceries. : Wade Brothers, Clothing. 
Howell, ‘PVhomas, Baker, Caterer. Weber, Charles, Jeweler. 

Hance, Stewart, Feed & Grain. ~ Werts, John C., Bakery. 


Hildebrant, John, Furniture. ’ , Youngblood, M.S., Ice. 
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A History of the Hackettstown Schools 


‘Phe education of the young people a hun- 
dred) years. ago was usually restricted to what 
could be gained in “a term, ata private school, 
extending each year from November to April. 
Lhe school houses were generally. made of logs, 
built. by subscription, and not more than. six- 
teen to twenty tect square. ‘Phe schoolmaster, 


olten a minister, was supported by siall pay- 


CL Siedbbosieeltins theiehetetutadltana ebensne- 
AROS Nan Dy Liane as Sage ay 





ssoneap 


ments made by the parents of his scholars, while 


very poor children received mo schooling, 


Vhe first school in Hackettstown was built 
In 1797, and was made of logs. It was located 
on a lot north of the present Presbyterian Church 
where now stands a house occupied, by Mr. Jo- 
seph A. Lynch and known as No. 288 Main street. 


Vhis school house soon proved too small and 


iid 


eg Nee ceenenerrees ed 
weenie decoashnees: ‘ i 
: 2 b 

S 





Location of first school in 1797. 
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was torn down and another school building 
erected at what is now No, 279 Main street in 
1814. ‘This was later converted into a store which 
LL. & G,. W. John- 
son. It was later’ used as a home and store by 
Wood Smith and later by the Jigger aoD which 
“was operated by Sol Bragar. 


was operated for years by W. 


It was after this that the Academy was built 


next to the Presbyterian Chapel in 1847. One 


~ of the carly teachers there was a Mr. McGregor | 


who taught Latin and Greek to advanced schol- 
ars. Among his pupils were Willian Gustin, 
Joseph Campbell, “Vhomas Stewart, Alpheus 


Gustin and Andrew Robertson. flis terms were . 


$5.00 per quarter, Joseph McCord was another 
early teacher and among his scholars were many 
men who later occupied prominent posiuons in 
public life. Vhose who became most celebrated 
were the Hon. Jacob Vanatta, Lheodore Little, 
Rev. Peter Vannatta, Lewis and John Cook (la- 
ter. prominent physicians here), John and. Theo- 
dore Crane, George Hazen and Dr. Rheul Stew- 
art. 







On August 29, 1867, this announcement ap- 
peared m the Gazette: “The Academy will com- 
mence the fall session Sept. 2nd. ‘Tuition as fol- 
lows: Primary Dept. per. quarter $2.50; Inter- 
mediate $3.00; Grammar school, $4.00; Common 
Knelish $5.00; High School, $7.00 
tention to . given to Latin, Greck and Mathe- 


Special ate 


matics, 1.) D. Jones. B:, Principal.” 

As the cen ition grew the town was divided 
into two school districts. Lhe “Acadeny” . was 
maintained for the lower district. and another. 
school located on tigh Street for the upper cdis- 
trict. Many'ycars ago the front yard of the Aca- 
demy was enclosed with a picket fence with a 
gate mm the center. Phe scholars were. given fil- 
teen minutes of recess each morning and again 
In the afternoon. | have beem informed by sev- 
eral ‘old timers’ that at one time a serious acci- 
dent happened in front of. this school. It seems 
that several boys were playing a game of tag, 
at recess, and one lad dashed out of the gate 
Into the road. At the time two teams of horses 


“were passing te the boy evaded the first team 
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Old building which housed second school (1814). 
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The Old Academy. ‘Town's third school. 


but fell under the second team. One of the horses for school purposes was passed in 1829. In that 
stepped on the boys. head and he was almost year the first State aid, amounting to $20,000, 
instantly killed. His narie was Bilby. was distributed among the counties, which was 
The Academy had long been used by the increased by 1838 to $30,000, and by 1867, to 
citizens of the town for meetings, lectures and 100,000. Tn 1837, our county received her share 
entertainments etc. Professor Hall gave a tree ofa fund trom the Fedcral-government. arising 
lecture on clocution and music in the Academy Irom the sale of public Linds, to be used) in 
on Saturday night Aug. 2, 1874. During the sum- support of schools. “Phe present public school 
mer of 1874, carpenters were busy repairing the Taw was passed in 1867, and amended in 1871, 
Academy for school that coming fall. Vhe pri- so as to make the schools cntirely free. 
mary department which had been held for some Lhe school for the upper district of the town 
years over Sutphins drug store, directly opposite was locatcd on High. sweet, between Lumber 
and across the surcet, was moved over to the street. (now Franklin street) and Cooke. street 
Academy. All of the larger scholars were to be» and on the north side of High street. ‘Vhe prop- 
moved over to the new school being built on erty on which this schoo! was located was direct- 
Washington street. Isaac ‘Vrufant had been cho- ly adjoining the rear of the former Catholic 
sen Principal of the remodeled Academy and his Church property, which was on Liberty street. 
assistant teachers were to be Mrs. Cox, Misses Ona map ol Hackettstown dated 1860 the school 
Tiffany, Hamilton, Larew, Martin and Race. does not appear, there being vacant fields on 
School was to reopen that year on August 31st. High strect between Franklin and Couke streets 
Vhe first act wuthorizing the raising of money ~ with no building showing, However on a later 
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The High Street School. 


firicl the school plainly lo- 
built 
This school was well pa- 


map dated 871, we 
cated, so it evidertly was 
tween F860 and 187th. ’ 
tronived for a number ol years. 


someume be- 


ihe: late Carrie 
biter, 
were all transferred to 
the new public school on Washington street, 


Hamilton taught im this school. the schol- 


ars from this school, too, 


where scholarship was tree, being paid lor. by 
the taxpayers. 
This building on High street was later con- 
verted into a carriage factory and operated at 
various times by J. E. Saunders and S$: R. Mack. 
Many years ago this building was converted into 
a residence and is now occupied by Mr. S. Mor- 
reale and is known as No. 209 High strcet. — 
The Academy on Main street was liter used 
as a carriage factory by KE. D. Cramer 


and alter 


this it was used for years by Brown & Reese as 
a factory for the manulacturing. of underwear. 
Vhe original building still stands in its former 
position. but a modern salesroom has recently 
been. built im front of at. : 
There were other schools in the town which 
nc 
Buck Hill School and an carly school in what: 
Guild 


will be taken up in other articles, namely: 
is now the Room of the 
Church. 

On Washington street, 


Episcopal 


between Plane and 


Center streets, a large new. school was fast be- 


ing completed. It was of brick and was. three 
stories in height and cost.to construct $39,000. 
E.R. Warrener was to be the Superintendent. 
It was completed in 1875, and within a few years, 


wll of the scholars from the Academy, and the 











a 









- 
er ee 
. ae” 5 . 


a: 


he 






oe ir aay | a 


rat 





















aa re : ™ 
ae a Ta Hy bi sind ia 
ou. , a ied A 
Oe Oey Nin dle Tale 
* 
heotot ayo? mei od PA ye Met i o 4 
-_ 2 ‘ hee 
py rv 
15 Sexes A uvpowdh yal ened IO) lone ewe i eu of i berg) de ia Nis we it dios: cies jen ans 





haywrobiy, bu apm Loshiberia cilt pal Ci aed ad ait [rt 90¢ shin ee, qUiagtiea, on pany 
mitral «iad aente Hie piled, didigere both i) A enn jonni ant ATHY, Leng OOH tt 

try py ft 
(iawn val iidetvively: aiahou 6 bil OEM AOI ova toatl t eeag de wotinaien, jon ir 


te fs Shere ete Tad peiit=+ — loth sa act yP2Th. | Joonk ye fill nt or ol ir 
nite ved wht ni aeoihy coylin “oder edt QJ Is stapiheta’ st, Ue Dee 
11 ofr seoloonn, sole ut ie Na Awd 5d Mhiw hana | 
be dive Vit lout Pie 4A 0S SG TytHii Lieto fo bk 
(eferdeiy A a es se Dhied, rag wae” ‘ 
: 4 ales . 
bre oti trovpepou Jove Paes. vi rom Me 
od red ex@ tuoi ie woe me) Sue Ae, phn) ve 
opatly anu bu david toe ol Dirigo y vid. 
OOK Hattie a ee Sets: ieaiath Bilis 
ae eT Ld wih ier! ae waview He ee * 
eT A we mildew firey, a al te tivo >.4¥8 
oat baw wets st: oly mou ati xi st 






















High street schools were translerred to the Wash- 
ington strect school. ’ 

On September Ist, 1879, there were 623. chil- 
dren attending the new school on Washington 
street. “Vhis school has been cnlarged three umes; 
in 1915, 1922 and 1919..Ma. Warrener continued 
as principal of the school until several years 
later he was replaced by E. K. Richardson. ‘Phe 
first class graduated from the tligh School in: 
1882 and there have been vraduation Classes 
every -year since, with the exception of 1901, 
When the fourth year was added to the High 
School course. its , 

The first graduating class consisted of the 
following: James F. Coe; Phomas Dedrick (third 
honors); Lillie Downs; Loutse S. Fagan (second 
honors); Ava Hankinson; Anna S. Klotz; Cyrus 
C. Mattison; Ada McClellan; L. Bertha Michel; 
George D. Sinith; Myrtle M, Welsh (first honors). 

Even before the. new school was built on 
Washington street. there was a kindergarten 
established by Miss Ida Northrup on the second 
floor. of the former Plate building (now the 
Grange Hall). Phis was later moved to the cor- 
ner of Washington and Center streets (now 
known as No. 517 Washington street) and was 
continued by Mrs. Elizabeth Osmun. for some 
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years. About the same time, Miss Augusta’ E. 
Johnson opened a private school lor advanced 
young ladies on lower Main street. 

‘Phe Public School Principals and their terms 
follow: aie 
ta ae aN Vabower i. ae ae | 1874-1881 


ok): Ba velar ds ono eed... 1881-1888 
be es Oe ae ee en 1888-1897 
Sgn One CNC ees Re Sua a 1897-1903 
Be Abthie MM vet ld Biche. 1903-1905 
GeV anies iC FISL. cont vrata ecules ~ 1905-1908 
Pe NV SS. Lest... smeicietinieenne dae 1908-1919 
8. Charles H: Reagle (Ata . 919-1922 
palin Cheye Brugieren ernment. 1922-1944 
Hy PRCT rh. VR OUNT Sauucareniecagt siete. 19-14-1946 
PP aE TIT @ EL sea Hore teremaoa ee: 19460- 


The 1954 members of the Board of Educa- 
tion are as follows: Edward W. Kilpatrick, Presi- 
dent;-Russel Bryan, Vice President; Hulse Budd; 
John G. thurley; Mars. Dorothy Johnson; Mrs. 
Dorothy Smith; Willard AL. Dellicker; “Vhomias 
Pooley; Robert R. Rice. John D. Shaw’ is the 
clerk. Phe Board meets in’ the school building 
on the second ‘Vhursday evening of cach month. 

ln September, 1954, there were 429) pupils 





Modern High School of today. 
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registered im the high school, 141 being town 
pupils and 285 from out of town. In the ele- 
mctary school ‘there were 765 registered, 545 
being town pupils and 220 from out of town. 


THE BUCK HILL SCHOOL 


Much has been written from time to time. 


about the early schools in’ Hackettstown but 
not once have | seen anything said about the 
old school on Vail street in North Flacketts- 
town. This building is plainly marked as a school 
on an early map of Hackettstown published in 
1860 by Smith, Gallup & Co. ; 

This building was owned for a’ number ol 
years by Jonah H. Osmun but on March 30th 
1880, he deeded. the property to ‘Thomas S. 
(Stewart) White who lived there for some time 
and worked as a clerk in the general canal store 
owned by James Mitchel. Later Mr. White moved 
down town and the house was occupied for a 
number of years by John Carling and later by 
a family by the name of Bebinghciser. 

Mr. Henry B. King conducted a school in 
this building from 1854 to the spring of 1874. 
‘There were from, eightcen to twenty) children 
in attendance and they mostly lived between 
the Morris Canal and the-railroad. At that time 
the parents had to pay the teacher a quarterly 
fee of five Or SIX dollars per pupil and in addi- 
tion had to pay. for school books, papers or 
slates @lc., "extra, 


Mr. King, together with his wile and two: 


sons, Edward and Fred lived in the house which 
is now occupied by William S. Petty and is now 
known as No. 112 Harvey street. This property 
was formerly owned by Mr. King and cxtended 
through the block trom Harvey sweet to Vail 


street. “Phe school was on Vail street directly - 





First high school built on Washington street. 





is 
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The Back Pill School on Vail street (1851-1871). 


OPPOsite the King property and is NOW occupied 


atnd owned by Mrs. J.-E. Palmer and is now 


known as No. LLO Vatl street. 

Some years ago when the Palmers were re- 
modeling the lront room they lound’in a wall, 
old) school books and) papers. “Lhe late .Mr. 
Luther Parks often talked about this old school 
and itis said that he was an carly pupil ol Mr. 
King. His. home Was about opposite the above 
old school house. me 

‘This was a pectiliar situation, Mr. King 
owned two boats on the Morris Canal and to- 
gether with his sons operated the boats during 
the summer and fall, Alter boating slowed down 
in the tall he would then teach school until 
the following spring. 


Alter he gave up teaching the school was 
remodeled again into a dwelling. When the then, 
new school on Washington strcet opened as a free 
school in 1874, Mr. King was so to speak ‘out of 
a job’ and he had- to depend on boating alto- 
eether as a source of income, All of his scholars, 
miturally, tansterred to the free school which 
from that time on has been supported by the 
laxpaycrs. om 

It has been stated that Henry B. King was 
no relation. to other families by the-same hame 
that have lived in this vicinity. In later years 
his wile dicd and, his two sons moved to New 
York where they found other employment. 
Henry B. King died on March 7th, 1907, at the 
age of seventy-five years and is buricd in the 
Union Cemetery. 
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Hackettstown’s First Decoration Day 


Decoration Day, later called Memorial Day, 
was established in 1868 by General John A. 
Logan, G. A. R. Commander in 
a legal holiday in the state of New Jersey and 
May 30th was chosen because the flowers of 
spring are more beautiful at that time. . 

In the Gazette, published in May, 1877, the 
editor expresses regret that arrangements had 
never been made here for decorating the graves 
of the soldiers in this vicinity, but in the same 


paper published on Jaume 1, 1878, there is a 





Chief!’ mee 


Story of the Decoration Observance of May 30th, 
1878, in which it states that it was the FIRST . 
ever held here. “Fhe writer has a copy of this 
paper in his possession, 

The paper relates as follows: Owing to a 
heavy rain on, this day the program could not 
be fully carricd out. Up to noon there was hope 
of the storm breaking away, but in vain, the 
grew thicker the rain descended 
faster as the day advanced. Reluctantly the boys 


clouds and 


came to the conclusion that the best thing they 





‘Public playground and swimming pool. 
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could do would be to hold the exercises in one 
of the churches, and accordingly procured the 
M. E. Church flor the occasion. 

About 1:45 P.M. the order. “fall-in” was 
given and the Civil War veterans, about 75 in 
number, formed in line in front of the Claren- 
don House, their headquarters, and marched 
to the church, headed by marshals Major Budd 
and Colonel Haines, with an old battle flag, 
of the 11th Pennsylvania Regiment. As folks 
stood and heard these old soldiers. “tramp, 
tramp” down the strect it brought the temes of 
war and bloodshed to their memory. 

On entering the church the soldiers took the 
middle aisle and occupied seats on the right, 
while Cataract Hose Company was seated on 
the Icft, and the Independent Base Ball Club, 
in uniform, was placed on the lower aisle. By 
this time quite a large dudience had assembled, 
and while the crowd was being seated the Band 
played “Webster's Funeral March.” In- front 
of the pulpit was deposited the floral offering, 
composed of handsome wreaths, crosses and bou- 
quets, filled the house with their sweet fragrance, 
and presenting a pleasing appearance. 

As the orator, Dr. Whitney, was entering the 
Band played “The Star Spangled Banner,” af- 
ter which Rev. A. C. Higgins led in prayer. A 
Quartette, composed of Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Hui 
mer, Mrs. E. D. Cramer and Mr. Charles Downs, 
sang the “Red, White and Blue’ ti a most ex- 
cellent manner. Then the Band played “Sale im 
the Arms ol Jesus,” alter which Col. Haines 
announced Dr. Whitney, of the C. C. 1, as the 
speaker, who delivered an appropriate address 
for the occasion, and was well received by the 
large audience. 

The ceremonies closed with the singing ol 


“America” by the Glee Club. Vhe soldiers then . 


proceeded to the graveyard and cemetery, and 


placed their tokens of respect upon the graves 
of the following persons: 
David - ‘Ayers, © 1776; Ezekiel? Ayers,” 1776; 


‘James Sutton, 1812; Col. Alexander Reading, 


1812; James Fisher, 1812; Caleb H. Valentine, 
1812; Mary Ackley, 1812; John HH. Youneblood 
Sr., 1812; Major Kaylor, 1812; Joseph’ Allen; 
T. T.-Hazen; Martin Dickson; Nathan Smith; 
Woodhull Amimerman; August Schincal; Wil- 
liam Willever; Isaiah Demond: Dr. Bowlby; 
John Lambert; John Cougle; Capt. David M. 
‘Trimmer; Nicholas Bilby; .Lewis) Hamilton. 

In my possession is a letter written on the 
stationery of Scdgwick Post No. 18 G. A. R. 
under date of May 5th, 1879, and addressed “To 
the Mayor and Common Council of the ‘own 
of Hackettstown” which reads as follows: 

“You are respectfully invited to take part 
with us on Decoration Day, Friday, May 30th, 
1879, tm observing the beautiful custom of de- 
orating the graves of our fallen comrades. >We 
would like to have you join the procession on 
that day. “This custom though, new in this sec- 
tion has been observed in our larger citics since 


1868, and the citics are always represented .on 


those occasions by the City Fathers” (Signed) 
By Order of the Post, Andrew A. Neal, Post 
Adjutant. 

Mr. Andrew Neal was a. newspaper man and 
worked on.the Hackettstown Gazette as well as 
the Washington Star.” In 1872, Mr. Neal and 
John ‘Tims lounded the Hackettstown Herald, 
later called the Warren Republican. He lived 
most of his lite in this town and was very well 
known here. His daughter, Mrs. Charles (Flor- 
ence Neal) Grogan lives at this time on High 
street. Ao number of years ago she gave me a 
great many old local newspapers which have 
been a big help in preparing this book. 


(J. H. N.) 
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The Origin of Street Names in Hackettstown 


HIGH STREET obtained its name naturally 
from the fact that it led to high ground which 
gradually sloped up from Main street. 

BALDWIN STREET is pictured on a map 
dated 1860 as running north and south but this 
is an error. It has always run east and west and 
was named for two families who lived years 
ago in two log houses on this street. William 
Baldwin formerly lived where No: 202 Baldwin 
now is and Fred Baldwin lived where No. 204 ts. 

HARVEY STREET in North Hackettstown 
was named for Silas S. Harvey who was a large 
land owner in this vicinity and owned a brew- 


ery, lumber yard and the canal store, later 


owned by James Mitchel: He resided at what 


is now No. 52 Main street, the present home of 


this author. 

VAIL SUREE'T was lormerly called Brewery 
street. There was considerable talk of extending 
this street on to’ what is now Grand avenue, 


through lands owned 100 years ago by Judge 
Vail (later by the Cutlers). 


o 





MAIN SPREET from Grand avenue, north 
was formerly called Canal street. Later it was 
called Hope street as it was the road Icading 


to that town. 


LIBERTY SPREET was originally called 
Sand strect but the name was changed by the 
early Irish settlers, many of whom came here 
to avoid religious persecution. For many years 
it was called “Dublin” and ‘still is, by some, 

FRANKLIN SEREET was called) Lumber 
street for many years. It started at the lumber 


yard ‘and planing mill of Clawson and Hazen 


which was located where the Williams & Hibler 
lumber yard now ts. ° i 

GRAND AVENUE was formerly called 
Rockport street because it led to the: village 
of Rockport on the banks of the Morris Canal. 
For many years all of the houses on this street 
were located on the cast side of the road, be- 
ginning at Washington street. With nothing to 
intertere,, all olf these houses had a GRAND 
view of the mountain range to the west. 


Grand avenue looking West (1920). 
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WASHINGTON, MADISON, MONROE 
AND JEFFERSON strects were named for lor- 
mer presidents of the United States. 

MOORE SUREET was named. tor William 
Moore who resided on the southwest corner of 
the intersection of Main and Moore street. He 
was a cabinet maker and made. colhns, and at 


one time owned all of the land along Moore . 


street from Main to Washington strect. . 
CHURCH STREET was given that name 


because it begins at the Methodist church and: 


was built as an accommodation to the College 
in 1870. 


PLANE STREET slopes gradually up from 


Monroe to ‘Jefferson, resembling the slope on a 
plane along the Morris Canal, . | 

CENTER SUREET was, when it was named, 
at about the center of the town. 
~ WARREN STREEP was named for that 
very old landmark the Warren House. hey 

VALENTINE STREET was named for the 
Valentine family, carly settlers. 

MILI SVREET, of course took its name 
from the old mill originally owned by ‘Vhomias 
Helms, an early patriot. 

WILLOW GROVE STREET was named for 
the beautiful willow trees which lined the street 
over a hundred’ years ago. 

WATER SUEREFT was known lor many 
years as “Shirt Vail Bend” because of its round- 
ing contour, ‘Phen it was given a more dignified 





name, Water street, because it rans along the 
Musconetcong river, : 
MOUNTAIN AVENUE was > known for 
many ycars: as Mechanic street and. this name 
was well suited at the time, ‘Phere were some . 
ten carriage factories located on this street and 
most of the houses were occupied, by the me 


chanics who were employed in these factories. 


LYLE: STREET; the. shortest. strect’ in 
town, was named for J..S. Litthe who lived an 
the large house now known as “Broad Lawns.” 
Ile’ donated enough land trom his lawns. to 
create Litthe sweet which. runs from Mountain 
avenue to Washington street, a distance of one 
block. shat { 

LAFAYETTE SPREET)” was.’ . originally 
called “Wade's Row” and extended only trom 
Maple avenue to Franklin strect. 

SHARP SUREEL was named for the Sharp 
family, carly land owncrs. ; : 

PARK AVENUE ts’ on the site of: the old 
Hackettstown’ Driving Park which was used for 
harness racing and bicycle racing at the turn 
ol the century. 

STIGER SUREE'T was named for the Stiger 
family who many ycars ago owned most of the 
land from the railroad 40 Baldwin strect on the 
west side of Main street. 

Can you locate any of the following old 
streets? “Bedbug Row,” “Skunk’s Lane,’ ‘“Lov- 


’ 


er’s Lane,” Pig bane; “Catlers Lane;: 


View on Hope street from Liberty, cast (1900). 
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Washington street from Grand avenue. About 1880. 





Main, street north from. Warren strect. About 188d. 


Lime Kilns ... A Thing of the Past 


Crumbling walls, abandoned kilns are tomb- 


stoncs of a dead industry. “‘Voday they are gaunt. 


remindcrs.of the years when local farmers burned 
‘tons of lime to spread on their ficlds as a fer- 
tilizer and soil builder. 

Vhere were a-number of these old kilns 
within the very boundaries of Hackettstown but 
the lime burning industry passed out of the 
‘picture in these parts about the turn of the 
century. This was brought about after the ‘dis- 
covery of less cxpensive and more convenicnt 
soil improvers. Before these discoveries, or dur- 
ing the period from 1820 to 1900, farmers spread 
tons upon tons of lime on their fields, burned 
in their own kilns. 

Every farm in those days had a lime kiln 
and many had as high as three or more, depend- 
ing largely upon the size of the farm. By simply 
driving over any country road, a motorist can 
count the kilns by the score. “Vhe large number 
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of kilus existing in this vicinity was probably 
due to the amount of lime existent in the soil. 

Alongside of every kiln was usually a large 
limestone quarry where the stones for the ‘build: 
ing of the kilm were quarried, and also the lime 
which was to be burned. 

After being burned the lime was spread on 
the ficlds before ploughing and then ploughed 
into the soil or else it was spread alter. plough- 
ing and harrowed in. 

“Slacked” lime was the term used when a 
farmer spread the lime in large lumps. over 
a field and allowed the atmosphere to crumble 
it. After being disintegrated in such a manner, 
the lime was casily spread over the field with a 
shovel. . 

Lime burning was a comparatively simple 
operation. A layer of wood or coal was placed 
at the bottom of the kiln, and over this. were 
placed several layers of limestone. “Vhe fuel at 
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the: bottom’ was then lighted and allowed to 
burn for several days. “Phe heat would separate 
the lime from its natural state in the reck and 
leave a fine or lwupy powder. Phis powder of 


lime was then shoveled out of the bottom of the- 


_ kiln by the farmer and spread over his fields. 

Stories are still told how in the fall of the 
year, when lime burning was ‘at its height, 
tramps, secking a warm place, would come and 
lie down near the kiln and often become as- 
phyxiated by the coal fumes. 





Many. ycars wwo some men were blasting 
limestone out of a quarry near Hackettstown. It 
was winter time and the sticks of dynamite were 
frozen and had to be thawed out before being 
used for blasting, As was their habit the men 
placed a number of sticks mm the oven of a 
stove, used to heat a small tool house; belore 
they went to dinner. When they returned from 
dinner the house, stove, etc, had disappeared 
and there was nothing tosshow where it had 
been but. a large hole in the ground, 


HACKETPSPOWN PUBLIG SCHOOL FACULLY, JUNE 1883 


Kissy Row, left to right: Ida Bowers, Carrie Welsh. , 

Srconp Row, left do right: Nina Gillespie (later Mrs. BLP. \twood), Lena Kemple, Mollic: smith, 

Tip Row, lefl to right: Matilda Haggerty, Edward K. Richardson, Principal; Caroline V. 
Hamilton, Franklin ‘Pimothy Atwood, Ida Green Mattison. 
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Gone, But Not Forgotten Customs 


THE TRUNDLE BED: 
Many years ago small children would sleep 
in a trundle bed which was kept under the 
big bed by day and pulled out for sleeping 
“In at night. Phey were built low to the floor 
and crude. 
THE FRACTUR WRITER: 
In the early days many people could. not 
write and few could read. Books were scarce 
and expensive. Itinerant artists travelled 
from house to house to prepare the family 
records, birth and wedding certificates, bible 
records and so on. 
THE KITCHEN FIREPLACE: 
The homes of the carly settlers were one 
room structures and the kitchen may be 
said to have occupied the entire house. It 
was the most important room in the house, 
the center of family life. Phe most important 
‘thing in the kitchen was the “walk in’ fire- 


place. It was used for heating, clothes dry- 
ing, cooking, for gathering about. Around 
it were Copper and iron cooking implements, 
guns, powdcr horns, spoon racks, mugs, 
plates, chairs, cats, spinning wheels—and the 


family. 


THE HOE DOWN: 


When the harvest was over, and a crisp 
October moon dropped a silver pattern on 
the fields, the stage was set for the “hoe 
down,” or barn dance. All the wagons and. 
farm equipment were moved out of the 
barn, lanterns were hung, refreshinents 
brought in, and the dance was on. 


THE VENDUE: 


At a vendue, everything from a bunch of 
beets to a batter pot were sold. “The goods 
were supplicd by the people. of the com- 
munity. First, the town cryer would go 
through the streets: ringing a hand bell and 





HACKETTSVOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL FACULTY, JUNE 1893 
Seated, left to right: Jesse Ward, Elizabeth Swayze, Carrie Welsh, Caroline Hamilton, Ella Lari- 
son, Flora Slauhaugh. 
STANDING, left to right: William Crispin, 
Drinkhouse, A. H. Skinner, Principal. 


yr; Elsie Hill, tda Bowers, Laura Dow, Lena 
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shouting “Auction, auction, this afternoon filled with flowers and hang them on the 
at wwo-o'clock at the home of John Pepper, ~ door knobs af a-girl’s house, then ring the 
come one, come all, bring the tamily—aund bell and run, Phe girl would run and try 
your pocketbook.” A wide varicty of things to catch the boy, Il she succeeded she would 
would be sold and it was a haven for young kiss him. (Uhe girls always won). ‘Vhe next 
married couples who. were about to. start night the affair was reversed and the girl 
housekceping—on nothing, ~ ~ would drape flower baskets on the door of 

THE CALLITHUMP: . the bey. Vhen the boy would chase the girl 
Webster says a callithump is a noisy parade. | and Kiss her. How sweet. 

He is surcly right, Years ago when a couple WINTER SPOR'IS: 


got marricd and settled in a new home, all Winter was fun—before the snow plow wie 
ol their fricnds and neighbours would pa- invented. Skating on the canal from here 
rade up to their home banging on tin pans, ne Washington—-barek on the train. Playing 
blowing whistles ang mnaking whatever shinny on the. ice and fishing through it. 
noise was possible. This always took place Bobstcdding on the hills in the moonlight, 
in the evening and eventually the newly sleigh ride partics out to farm houses in 
marricd couple would come out of the the country. Sleigh racing on Washington 
house. It Wils the custom for them to treat derecte kr Ohl COCALO Gl Wlabren 
all of the noisemakers. street, with fast frisky horses. Do you re- 


MAY BASKETS: | member: Cort McCracken, Marvin Shields, . 
This was a beautiful custom. On the eve- Joe Klotz, Doctor Woodrull, John Sharp, 
ning of May first, a boy would take baskets ~ Kli Vrimimer, John Drake, ete. 





rf 


Public School Veachers in Washington's Birthday ‘play (1887). 
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Miss Lena Drinkhouse and class of 1897. 


THE PACK. PEDDLER: 


This man would call at regular intervals 
on the housewives and carried his merchan- 
dise in a pack over his shoulder, covered 
with bed ticking. He was gencrally an em- 
grant from. some European country. Many 
of them ended up as successful business 
men. Do you remember Isaac Selzer back 
around 1900? 


GHRISTMAS ON ‘THE FARM: 


Vhis was the time of the year when father’s 
idea of “Social Security” paid off dividends 
with a cellar full of vegetables, truits, jams, 
jellics and a barrel of cider. “Chere was 
Strawberry, Raspberry, Blackberry, Blue- 
berry, Loganberry, Gooseberry, or Huckle- 
~berry Jelly. “Phe scamstress brought the 
women’s clothes up to date according to 
her latest copy of the “DIL-E-AN-A-“TOR” 
and Grandma knitted socks and mittens 


oe 


for everybody. “The Christmas ‘“Youth’s 


Companion” arrived, Mother fetched’ the. 


water, filled the lamps, did the washing, 
scrubbed the. floors, shook the rugs, baby- 


sat, while Hiram and Sophia viewed ‘The 


Garden of the Gods” via Stercoscope. 





You identify them. Many are living fiere today. 


WHE, BEAR FAC WS: 


Remember when two or three swarthy look- 
ing men used to Come around leading several 
bears on chains. One of the men would- 
blow a ‘bent up’ bugle to announce the 
coming performance. When a crowd of 
people had assenrbled, they would. announce 
that i they could collect 25 cents from the 
crowd they would have one of the bears 
climb up a tree. Phe quarter was soon forth- 
coming and up went the bear. NOW—25 
cents more and he will come down, ‘The 
crowd yells “Leave him up there” and the 
man sinilcs and down comes the bear, The 
proverb: Flow can a ian with whiskers 
tell a bare face lie? 


THE ORGAN GRINDER: 


With the coming of spring would appear 
the organ grinder with his monkey to col- 
lect the pennics in its cap, after a few tunes. 
‘The organ rested on a stick so that the man 
could stand up and turn the crank and 
grind out the music. Phe monkey was ued 
to a long cord or chain and would climb 
right up a porch column if you were in we 
second story window, to collect the pennies. 
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THE CIRCUS AND THE SHOW: 


Remember when big circuses came to Town: 
Rhoda Royal, Pawnee Bill, Sells Floto; up 
in Cuders field. ‘hen to Vernon Hall came 
‘Uncle “Vos Cabin, Ven Nights in a Bar 
Room, Guy Brothers Minstrels, De Rue 
Brothers, and lots of others. 


THE STREET PIANO: . 


Spring is here and the two men pulling the 


street plano on its two wheels stop in front 
of your house. ‘Vhey grind out a few tunes 
and then pass the hat; after they get the 


money they pull out. Phe next tine don’t 


be in such a hurry to part with your pen- 
nicee, ; 


CALLING CARDS: 


For marty years this custom was carried out 
through the entire eastern part of the coun- 
try. When gentlemen or ladies would go 
calling on fricnds they would leave cards 
with their name on it. “Vhese were placed 
in a small basket or plate usually kept in 
the hall. Vhe lady of the house took great 
pride in showing how many people had 
been to call on her. Gards were printed, en- 
eraved, embossed or written with pen and 


ink. 


BARN RAISING: 


‘These were the most spectacular of the com- 
munity projects. A farmer and lis sons 
would build the foundation and prepare the 
timbers, then invite their neighbours to 
help raise the barn. Soon alter dawn, the 
neighbours would arrive. with their tools, 
wives and children. “Vhe men would go to 
work, the women would prepare hearty 
meals of home canned foods, bread, cheese, 
meats, cakes. and pics. By evening the barn 
was raised; then a wonderful dinner, a cele- 
bration and dance, and perhaps a little 
cider. 


THE EMIGRANT ‘TRAINS: 


At the turn of the century there were three 
principal forms ol amusement: ‘Vhe canal, 
the post ofhee and the railroad station. Dur- 
ing this period there were thousands of 
emigrants coming to this country from 
European countries, principally to work on 
farms in the middle west and in the coal 
mines of Pennsylvania. Ocean vessels loaded 
with people coming to America to seek 


work disgorged .their human cargoes. at 
Hoboken, where they were loaded on. rail- 
road trains to go. West. In the evening 
these trains would pall into Hackettstown 
and stop to put water in the engines. “Vown 
people would go to the station and look 
over the newly arrived strangers in amaze- 
ment. And there were the milk trains too. 
MEDICINE SHLOWS: 
These shows appeared at the opera house 
in ‘Lown at. stated imtervals to humbug 
the people. Admission was ten cents and 
they olten carried top vaudeville acts with 
them but them chicl racket was to sell -bot- 
Ules-ol “medicine” that) would) cure any- - 
thing trom a boil to the itch. One dollar a 
bottle lor ten cents worth of whiskey, pep- 
permint and gin. Phe show generally stay- 
ed a week and took away a weck’s pay from 
alot ol people. “Twelve dollars was a week’s 

‘pay, then; but it would buy more than $75.- 

00 a week now. SO, what has been gained? 
VALENTINES: DAY: 

Everyone received ten or a-dozen funny 
valentines. Cost a penny a piece and were 
on a single shect of paper with funny pic- 
dures. Lt was one Wine when you could let 
your triend know what othcrs thought of 
hin--or her. OH, yes, there were horse rac- 
ing and bicycle racing at the racing track. 

‘The band coneert and ice creanr festival 

LOO. j 

Then there were a lot of games played » 
that seem to have been forgotten by this 
day and age: Flop Scotch; rolling hoops;. 

Nancy LI.O; Fox and Geese; spinning 

tops; Ducky on the Rock; ‘Phree-legged 

man; Anecls in the Snow; London Bridge; 

Puss in the Corner; Spin the Platter; Jacks, 

Migs and last but not least, Post Othce. 
ra # . % , 

One of the most unusual things 1 ever saw in 
print appeared ino the Warren Republican on 
Friday Oct. 8th, 1886. It was in the form of a 
classified advertisement as lollows: 

Jacob D. Reidinger, Barber 

See Ist Corinthians Chapter XL Tf verse. 

‘This made the writer so curious that he 
opened the Bible to see what it was that promp- 
ted this ad. If you are curious you can look in 
the Bible also. It’s a clever ad, 
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THE SPELLING BEE AND 
THE OLD PROVERBS | 
Long belore the radio and television age, it 
popular form of amusement, that was also ed- 
ucational, was the “spelling bee” sand the old 
“proverb contest.” The former is sometimes re- 
vived ‘but seldom the latter. 
Many of these old proverbs were originated 
by Benjamin Franklin and published in- his 


“Poor Richard’s Almanac” from time to. time. 


It was Franklin who designed the first’ coin 
minted by our government. On this coin was 
one of his great truths: ““Pime Flies, So Mind 
Your Business.” Many people still quote these 
Wise sayings and many people should know 
more about them and thereby Iearn a truce les- 
son in life. How many could you quote from 


inemory? “Phe writer has a collection of over. 


1,500 different proverbs, ° 

Almost everyone has heard some of them: 
“A rolling stonc gathers no moss; “A bird in 
the hand is worth two in the bush” etc. Follow- 


ing is a short list of a number that are seldom 


heard or quoted: 


Fall not out with a friend for a trifle. 

2 Follow the river and you will go to Sea. 

3 Fools and obstinate men make lawyers rich. 

4 He that steals an eve, will steal an ox, 

5 Health is better than wealth. 

6 He who thinks he knows the most, knows 
the least. ; 

7 Keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep you, 

8 Love.thy neighbor, but pull not down thy 
fence. 

Y More die by food than famine. 

10) One foot is better than two crutches. 

11 Nothing that is violent ts permanente. 

12. He that lieth down with the dogs gets up 
with the fleas. 

13. Silks and satins put out the kitchen fire. 

I-44 Some are always busy and never do any- 

© thing. (1 like this one). 

15 The day has eyes, the night has cars. 

16 “Phe remedy is worse than the discase. 

17. ‘The used key is always bright. 

18 Use soft words and hard arguments. 

(9. We should play to live, not live to play. 

20 You dig your grave with your teeth. 

21) After dinner sit a while, alter supper walk 
a mile, . . 
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22. ‘The lone sheep is in danger of the wolt. 
23) A hot May makes a fat church yard, 
24 ‘Pry your skill im gilt first, then in gold. 


25. He may be trusted with a house full of 


millstones, 

26, .He preaches well that lives well. 

‘The rat that has but one hole is soon caught, 

28° Choose a wile rather by your car than your 
eye. . 

29 Better an empty house than ill tenant, 

30 Be slow to promise, quick to. perform. 

31 As you make your bed, so you must hie. 

32° A good paymaster never wants workmen. 

33° A good way to lose a friend is to lend him 
moncy, 

34 A bad workman quarrels with his tools. 

35. A candle lights others and consumes. itself. 

36. A blind man will not thank you for a look- 
-ing-elass. ) 

37. Crosses are ladders to heaven, 

38 Fools build houses, wise men buy them. 

39) He that runs fast, will not run lone. 

40 We who never climbs, never falls, 


TAKEN FROM ‘THE 
WARREN GAZETTE, 1865 
Published in flackettstown. every Thursday 
BY Evi W. OsmMon, AT UNION HALL 
ot 
Prices greatly reduced. “Phe subscriber “has just 
commenced business at the CANAL. S PORE 
In) Plackettstown. James Mitchell, 


’ 


y 

HOOP SKIR VS for 1865. ‘Vhe greatest: inven- 
tion of the age. J. W. Bradley's mew. pat- 
ented double spring skirt. 

. 1 

Hackettstown Steam Saw and Planing Mill, 
Liberty street, rear of Union Hall. 
Clawson & TFlazen. 

J. B. Mucklow & Co., Fur, Silk and Wool Hats 
made and sold. Lower Main street, near 
Warren Hotel. 

y 

Daniel B. Harvey, Attorney-at-Law, and solicitor 

in Chaneery. Office opposite the drug store. 
ih 4 

John S. Little. The subscriber having established 
a FLAX MILE at Hackettstown will buy 
all the flax delivered to him. 
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Matrimony—Why every man-and woman should 
marry. Read the illustwated Marriage Guide 
and) Medical Adviser, by Win. Earl, M.D. 
200 pages for 25 cents. 


¥ 


H. M. Weber, hauler: A have just returned from - 


the city with a large stock of perlumeries 
and hair dye. Flair dye 65 cents. 


, 


: y 

R. W. Hockenbury, Manufacturer of Men’ and 
Boy's clothing. In J. Welsh’s building, op- 
posite Warren ‘Tlotel. 

if : 

Joseph Hart, Land Surveyor, Warrenville, NENA: 

(Later Wirctown). 
y 

Revenue Stamps: “Phe subscriber has on hand a 
gencral assortment of Revenuc stamps of 
all denominations. Robert Rusling. 

ae 

Charles Hairhouse: Established) 1853. Wateh- 
maker and Jeweler. Near the Depot. 
Hackettstown. | 

¥ 

Cheap Cash Grocery. Groceries, Flour, Feed, 
Dried Fruits, Smoked Ham. 

J. D. Huffinan, formerly Janics Dulford. 

Musical. The subscriber is now prepared to give 
lessons on the plano forte, at the residence 
of her lather. H. Helen Rusling. 

5 A . 

Salcty Matches. The Brimstone Demon, the 
common lucifer match, has had its day of 
devastation; thanks to the inventor ol the 
safety match. For sale by J} Welsh Jr 
Hackettstown, 

0 

NOTICE: R. QO. & W.-F 


“into a Cco-partnersh tp LO carry ona foundry 


Bowers have entered 


and Machine business. 


nt. Pet 
Ruckel and Robbins, dealers in drugs and 
medicines, would inform the public that 
they have taken over the store of J. R. Bellis. 


SPEAKING OF PRICES 
W.L. & G. W. Jounson. 1852. 
2 pounds of NR he.) 44: ce eee 34 


7 Raper OF tebe) iets al. mt Bs 


ABRAHAM Everivr, 1851]. 
Four years’ rent lor house at 


Beaty Lowi tia a ovis ieee 100.00 
Dr. J. L. Craver, Dentist. 1879. | 
Perks see Ge Lalse VeCthe rae. ocho mete. 12.00 
Ramsry, Rick & Co. 1879. F 
PARTS AOE, KET coer. eee ee Adie crn 24 
VA) eo ia das Nh Bele acne chit PR 5 
Etat LEI eg RAS Becky: 1 cs Cae hese 16 
W. BoAsniey, 1903! 
nee tones Ol {ire WOO mane: eh. 5.00 
Wa. M. Everrrr, Florist: 1898. 
“72 carnations OO ue te 30 
36° American Beauty TOM e rae ks laeate. 3.60) 
LG. Saimon, Luinber, 1898: 
Red Cedar shingles. One ‘Vhousand .... 4.75 
RG, Oe EOE Tes ik ccckes «eee Pehaete od 5. to WO 
TUNNISON’X WELLER, Livery: 1903 _ 
SpPVAVRine street 7 WROTHERS tet uit 7.00 
HACKETIsStOWN TELEPHONE Co. 1908. 
“Vhree months’ rental for telephone .... 3.75 
Hackerrsrown Evecorric Ligier Co. 1908. 
Two hours’ work for electrician 
OED) Laat pote... A oe 80 
W. AS Horrman, Plardware. 1904. 
Fe TS a a EDEL TY MERE aA Ne RO oo 
Ohne Show*shovéltbin nck... home| mY 30 
PS Ute os 0. ee ne, Mee el Ort 
WARREN REPUBLICAN, Newspaper. 1905. 
One year’s subseription pee Y: Sais: > 1.00 
J... Hankinson, Milkman. 1905. 
HAA TST OU REST Ey i ott aa a LO 
Cream per quart so... Son ce atm aa 2. 
M. R. Nunn, Undertaker, 1892. 
1 casket and full attendance at 
Minetub eee ce rn A 35.00 
E. M. OsmuN & Son, Plumbing, etc. 1906, 
ath CEU CM CRE WE” cree cash coy 60 
ch OLE SEL ITE gh, BAD. BR Acces yi nat ee 1.50 
Dr. A. C. VAN SYCKLE. 1906. ‘ 
One offtte Cabin 8.8 BRN. oak RL ic 50 
2 house Gate as wd ate 1 OA RR e 2.00 
W. S.. McCRACKEN,* Painter, 1910. 
8 hours, painting storm doors and 
windows i LORS Maen See Leeds wield 2.67 
W. G. Surpuin, 1911, i 
1 gal, Devoe outside pane septic enti 1.55 
VY Bi al himsced  obh suncaahneitlias ween mNne: 34 
Wave Brorurrs, Clothing, 1905. 
Pape dine xtOrds. jiiciiscatesdiccadicasee 2.00 
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First Utilities 


THE« DPELEPHONE COMES 
TO HACKETTSTOWN. 


‘The. first telephone was installed in Hack- 


cttstown in 1883. It was a very crude affair and 
was of the Box-on-the-Wall type. In order to 
attract . the operator it was necessary to turn 
a crank on the side of the phone box. When 
the operator would ring any one party on a line 


every other subscriber on the line would hear — 


the bell ring. 

People were very slow to take to this néw 
invention and many were alraid to use it, 
thinking that they may be clectrocuted. But by 
the turn of the century there were ninety-cight 
homes and stores which had phones installed in 
Hackettstown. 

From a very old telephone directory we find 
the following ofhcers listed jin this town: Presi- 


dent, We A. Holman: Vice-President, W. J. 
Barker; Secretary, Charles Dedrick; “Preasurer, 
John. M.. Saunders. Directors: W. HH. Ashley, 
F, ‘L.Atwood, J. M, Saunders; Arthur Danks, 
Charles Dedrick, ‘Thomas B. .Howell, W.. fe 


Barker, Rev. S. B. Darnell, and W. A. Hollman. 


The following “Rules and Regulations” 
listed are interesting: 
1 Hours of service week days 7 A. M. fo''9 1 M. 


2 Non-subscribers usime® dines must pay five 
: o 


cents in town and 10 cents out of town over 
our own Lincs. 

3 Subscribers must tell the operator their 
names; and non-subscribers must tell whose 
phone they are using. 


4 Put your mouth about half inch from mouth: 


piece when talking. 





New Dial Telephone Building on Valentine street (1954). - 
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nr 


A wait of ten seconds at a ’phone scems like 
10 minutes.’ Be patient, | 
6 Always hang recciver on hook with car down. 
This keeps dust out of car. 


Three minutes is @ goodly time to talk busi- 


~ 


ness. 
8 For rates on lines we connect with, apply to 
our central. 


A FEW “DONTS” listed 
Don’t gossip-over the line, you imay lose im- 
portant business. 


Don’t forget to cut your ‘phone’ out during 


thunder showers. : 
Don’t lorgct to cut in again after storm-is over. 
Don’t- hang the receiver, big end up. 

Don’t take your receiver ofl the hook when some- 

one else is called., 

Don’t ring in on somcone alter you find the 
wire. Is in use. 

Don’t forget the operators have other calls to 

' answer. ae 

Don’t use profanity over the ‘phone. 

Don’t use your ‘phone during a thunder storm. 

Don’t ring when your receiver is off the hook. 

Don't blame the operator when she tells you the 
wire is busy. ; 

Don’t advertise your ‘phone number, as itis al- 
ways subject to change. 

In 1929, the local telephone company was 
sold out to the New Jersey Bell Velephone com- 
pany. ‘Phe local telephone exchange had been 
located_on the sccond floor of the present Hoover 
- Building for many years. In 1951, a new dial 


system building was’ built on Valentine street 


and after 2 P.M. Saturday, October 2, 1954, 
Hackettstown was switched over to the new 
DIAL telephone Service. 


‘THE ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY 

By 1886, the town had progressed to. the 
point where oil burning strect lights were out 
of date. A local electric light company was 
formed and in 1887, the directors of the Elack- 
ettstown Manufacturing Co., then operating the 
silk: mill on Franklin street, agreed to let them 
use the’ engine at the silk mill to operate an 


electric generator. In’ 1888, a number of poles 


had been set about town and wires run from 
this plant. “Phe new Methodist church was the 
first building to have electric lights in this town. 

The common. council agrced to try street 
lights for one ycar and on August 8, 1888, a 
number of lights were put into.operauon. By the 
next year the demand for lights from. homes and 
stores had more than doubled and the company 


. considered using water power to drive their 


clectric generator. “Vhe lights were so successful 
that the council agrecd to use them on a per- 
manent basis and the company soon built its. 
own steam plant near the railroad station for 
generating clectric power, 

The New Jersey Power and Light Co., pur- 
chased the Tlackettstown Electric Light Co., in 
1923. ln’ May, 1927, the’new. “Great White Way” - 
was placed in operation on Main street: with 
new light standards and high powered lights. 
The electric light station in the town was dis- 
continued and power therealter was furnished 
over high power lines from other sources. 
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Centenary Junior College 


The history of Centenary shows that in 1867, 
New Jersey granted to the Board of ‘Trustees 
of Centenary, a charter which provided for the 
establishment of an institution for the promo- 
tion of learning. Vhe Board, organizcd in 1866, 
to mark the centenary of American Methodism, 
elected Dr. Whitney to the presidency. | 

Several municipalitics were eager to be the 
site ol the new school. At the last moment a 
gencrous offer came from ten citizens of Hack- 
ettstown who pledged themselves to furnish “ten 
acres of ground and $10,000 in cash.” ‘These 
ten were: George Roe, R. Q. Bowers, Alpheus 
Clawson, J. H. Curtis, George W. Johnson, J. 
Welsh Jr., Caleb H. Valentine, William —L. 
Johnson, Isaac W. Crane, and David Shiclds. 


Old C. C. 1. Building. Dedicated September 9, 1874, 
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The ‘Trustees came to Hackettstown and 
were met at the station by a committee of citi- 
zens who took them to. the grounds which they 
proposed to donate, after which they entertained 
the visitors at a big dinner. ‘Phe ‘Vrustees unan- 
imously accepted the offer and were further 
pleased when their Hackettstown hosts said they 
would build a new plank walk from Main street 
to Jeflerson street. 

In the summer of 1869, plans of a New York 
architect, S. D. Flatch, were accepted and M. H. 
Scott, of Newark was sclected as building super- 
intendent. Hackettstown contracting firms. of 
Clawson & THlazen and Stryker & Brother were 
awarded the contract for erecting the building 
at a cost of $105,000 which was later increased 
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Old baseball grounds C. C. fb. 1902. 


to $175,000 by the enlarging of the plans. ‘Phe 
school was five years in the process of crection 
as trustees adopted a “pay as you go” plan. Dur- 
ing these years subscriptions were solicited, 

‘The building was located on a comnianding 
position west of the town which covered four 
square blocks of ground and when its four stories 
were carried up it was not surpassed tn appear- 
ance by any similiar building in the state. Phe 
Board of ‘Trustees were: Cornelius Walsh, presi- 
dent, George J. Ferry, James G. Barnatt,- Amos 
Hoagland, John Hill and Peter Smith. Mini- 
sters: fona T. 
A. L. Briree, C. S. Vanecleve, and James Bryan: 
‘The cornerstone was laid with a fitting cere- 
mony. Mr. C. Walsh, Esq., of Newark occupied 
the chair of dedicator and said: “We DOW pro- 
ceed, in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost,*to lay this cornerstone 
for the foundation ot a building to he erected 
for the promotion ol education, under the diree- 
tion of the Newark Annual Conterence of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

The building was dedicated on September 
9, 1874. The Institute opened with 183 students, 


Crane ye Re Bie ondead.: Borer” 


The first graduating class numbered twenty- 

five, eleven girls and fourteen boys. | 
The college was one of the: best: arranged 

furnished the kind in the 


country, It was lighted by gas and had water, 


and fnstitutions of 
bath tubs ctc., on each floor, “Phe. cooking ar- 
rangements were complete. 


Nine hundred thousand brick were used in 


the structure, which was five stories. high and 


had a mansard’ rool. “PVhe storics were, one 14 
feet, two 10 fect and two 9 fect in height. “The 
main cntrance- was. 20x 24 leer halls 76x18 
Ieet, stairways 5 leet wide. Front 218 feet, depth 
48 feet, center 150 feet. : 

© Clawson & Hazen and: Stryker Brothers con- 
tracted for the whole work. Captain ‘Trimmer 


excavated for the work. Richard Potts sub-let 


‘brick work for $7,000. Menaugh Bros. did the 


inside mason work for $8,000, Flint and Hankin- 
son furnished 4.000 teet of gas pipe and 1,000 
feet ol water pipe, and did the un rooting for 
$5,500. Wain. Messter did the tin work for $800. 
George W: Blake of New York, put in the steam 
pipes, all exposed parts of which were bronzed, 
for $16,000. “The gas fixtures cost $900. 
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‘The ofhce was to the right of the entrance, 
and three connected: parlors 16 x 50 feet were 
to the left. Recitation rooms and dining room 
comprised the balance of the first’ floor, “Phe 
Chapel was in the rear wing, 40 x 70 feet, and 
entered from the third floor. It had 34 rows of 
seats below and 8 rows in the gallery and had 
38 gas burners. ; 

Sixteen tables, for 224 persons were in the 
dining room. ‘here were 120 students’ rooms, 
12 x 15 feet. Each room had one bed for two 
persons. ‘Phe ladies occupied the east and the 
gentlemen the west wing of the building. The 
‘rooms were neatly furnished with ingrain. car- 
peting, black walnut bedstcads and wash stands. 
Vhe ladies had two rocking chairs and two cane 
seat chairs, and. bureau; and the gentlemen had 
a table and three ‘chairs. In each room. there 
was:a niche with five shelves tor books, a closet 
with a small shell at cach end and 15 books. 

The institution was supplied) with seven 
Bradbury pianos, and two organs. ‘Vhe public 
and private parlors were supplied with Brussels 
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carpet. Parlor furniture cost $700, a marble 
‘ 


mantel in each parlor cost $125, and a 4 x 6 
foot looking glass $100. 


The carpeting cost $1,300, bed clothing etc. 
$2,513.20, furniture $2,525, students’ chairs and 
tables $920, kitchen furniture $100, spoons, 
knives, forks $500, heating apparatus $13,000. 
‘The gas works cost $1500, the gasoline : reser- 
vol being 50 fect from the building. 


The clock cost $600, and was contributed by 
the citizens of the town. “Phe bell weighed 825 
pounds, and was made at ‘Troy, N. Y. lt measured 
41% feet across its mouth, and three’ teet high. 
‘The hands of the clock were 3 feet and 6 feet 
across. 

The faculty were: Rev. George H. Whitney 
Oy, President; "Rev. “H.. G) White, (A: Mi. 
Ancieil ’ Linbuages! “LH. "Batcheldér, A. B., 
Natural Science ‘and Mathematics; Charles 
Grobe, Musical Director; Edward A. Whitney, 
Commercial Departinent; Joseph S$. Smith, 


phonographer; Miss M. A. Wragee, Preceptress; 


First C.-C. L Building destroyed by fire October 31, 1899. 
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Miss Anna Nicholl, M.L.A., History and Paint- 
ing; Miss .Fanny: Gulick, English; Miss Stella 
Waldo, Piano and Organ; Miss Laura Hanlon, 
Vocal Music; Mrs. E. G. Munn, Matron. 

The charges in the carly days were moderate 
In comparison to those of today, lor example: 
Piano-lorte, or organ, two lessons a week, two 
practice periods daily, with use of instrument, 
$15.00 per term. ‘Phe total annual charge for the 
academic year was $275.00, including . board, 
room, all miscellaneous charges, and tuition in 
any of the branches. 

In quaint language, the first: prospectus ad- 
vised the “ladies” what to bring: “Each pupil 
must be provided with towels, napkins and nap- 


kin rings, broom and toilet articles. Every lady 
c 


should bring thick walking shoes, an umbrella, 


India rubber. overshoes, and waterproof cloak. 


we most earnestly advise parents to allow only 
the smallest possible sum for pocket-money; as 
a too liberal supply invariably tends to demora- 
lize both the student and the institution.” 

A powerlul pipe organ added to the attrac- 


tiveness of a chapel which would accommodate 


420: persons. ‘There was also’ a gymnasium in a 
separate building. 





This original college building served ad- 
mirably lor a quarter of a century, then in the 
early morning of October 31, 1899, it was -de- 
siroyed by a fire still remembered by older citi- 
zens ol Elackettstown. 

Following the fire there was recess of three 
weeks alter which schoolwork was resumed in 
the chapels of the Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches. Living accommodations were arranged 
for the students in the homes of many citizens 


of the town. 


The cornerstone of the new building was 
laid) December 1, 1900. “Phe administration 
building, together with the North and South 
Halls, was finished in time for the reopening of 
the school in September 23 1901. 

‘Trevorrow Hall, dedicated to. Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Johns ‘Trevorrow in 191], is devoted to 
Classrooms and laboratories in the departments 
ol Art, Science, and Hoine Economics. It was 
under the direction ol Di. ‘Trevorrow that the 
Juntor College program was added in 1929. ‘The 
preparatory division ol the school was abolished 
in LO-LO. 

For thirty-six ycars, from 1874 to 1910, Cen- 
tenary was operated as a coeducational prepara- 


Lotte Hall and Van Winkle Hall C. J. C.. (1954). 


. 
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tory school. From 1910 to 1929 it flourished as 
a select preparatory school for young women. 
From 1929 to 1940, in addition to the prepara- 
tory school it continued as Centenary Junior 
College for Women. In 1940 the. preparatory 
work was discontinucd'and therealter it has been 
known as Centenary Junior College. 


The seventy-filth anniversary of “Centenary” 


was celebrated in 1949 by the dedication ol 


Lotte Hall, named for Mr. Charles I. Lotte, 
President of the Board of “Vrustees. Also the re- 
modeled Denman Gymnasium, named in honor 
of Prof. George E. Denman, a former Athletic 
instructor. Recently completed was Van Winkle 
Hall, named for Mr. Charles Van Winkle, Secre- 
tary olf the ‘Trustees. 


The Little Theater has recently been remod- 
cled and ereatly improved with a scating capa- 
city for 200 persons, a modern stage, dressing 
roonts, workshop etc. This building was formerly 
the girls’ gymnasium. In the Main Hall, con- 
structed in 1900, will be found on the second 
floor, Whitney Chapel, an auditorium seating 
500 people and equipped with new seating ar- 
rangements and a new three manual pipe organ. 


CENTENARY JUNLOR COLLEGE 83 


‘The basement of this building houses a student 
lounge, post ofhce, bookstore and grill. 


Situated on the second floor of the Main 
Hall, will be found the Centenary Library 
which contaims a collection of more than 14,000 
volumes. It receives, in addition to six lle ws- 
papers, nearly one hundred periodicals. ‘The 
library also contains collections of music rec- 
ords as well as many art prints. 

Students come to Centenary from many dif- 
ferent states in the Union as well as foreign 
countrics. Enrollment for September 1954 num- 
bers 465 students, the largest to date. 

The new buildings just completed on First 
avenue, are the Taylor Memorial Library, cost- 
ing $312,000 and dedicated to the memory. of 
William Hl. and May D. ‘Vaylor of Yonkers, 
N. Y., and the Reeves Recreation Building, 
costing $257,000 and named after John M. Reeves 
of Summit, N. J., a Trustee. These two new 
buildings were dedicated on Saturday October 
23, 1954, and together with equipment cost $610,- 
OOO. 

In short: ‘he school was chartered in 1867; 
opened as a co-educational school in 1874; first 


pune Rane 
pees WeOe 
eSeR SREY 





Trevorrow, Hall devoted to Class Rooms and Laboratorics. 
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Centenary Junior College Administration Building (1951). 


commencement in 1876; destroyed by fire in “1 Rev. George H. Whitney .......... 1869-1895 
1899; new buildings completed. in L901; changed . 2 Rev. Wilbert Ferguson i... ay 1895-1900 
to a’school for young women only in 1910; and 3 Rev. Charles W. McCormick .... 1900-1902 
in 1929 to a Junior College for Women, A Rev. Eugene A, Noble coun en dO OS 
: ; 5 Rev. J. Me Mecker cases Re ee 1908-1917 
Following is a list of the men who-have served , Beers. |. dP VOE TM EL. ...0, bike ISt7-1945 
as president of this institution since it was orig- ‘ PeeRUrsth RAM ARLCTSOUY MMe. Wet. g -1943-1918 
inally established: ~ my . » Setbovar ch) MWh. Seay iiss Mesut. Oh 1948- 
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Early German and Irish Settlers 


“Wm. A. McConnel 
Patrick McDeed 
Patrick McMahon 


Many of the early settlers still have relatives 
living in Hackettstown, Many of the Irish who 


‘Thomas Grogan 


Michael Grogan 
came here in the 19th century found employ- 

. : seph Gatne 
ment on the railroads and most olf the carly Jose] saline) 


Germans went into different lines of business Michael Grace John McMannus 
for themselves. In both cases they have turned 


‘Vhomas Hlenithan homas McMahon 


out to be first class citizens. Following are lists 


of the early settlers. 
IRISH = (48) 

Patrick Branigan 

Michael Bony 

Thomas Burns 

Frank- Burk 

Alex Burk 

Peter Crannon 

Michael Ganon 


Daniel Colihan 


Church street from top of old C.C.L about L880. 


John Crow 
Thomas Cannon 
Peter Caskey 
Wim. Connolly 
Dennis Crone 
Nelson Cumnnins 
Michael Dolan 


James, Ennis 


Patrick Henry 

John Ivory 

‘Thomas Kelly 
Thomas: Ledwith 
John McManiman 
George McManinan 
James C. Martin 
Daniel McDonald 
Patrick Mahoney 
Martin Madigan 


James Murphy 


James McGeary 
Patrick Morley 
John O’Hay 
Michael Pendy 
Martin Pearce 
Owen Riley 
Patrick Sullivan 
John Slavin 
Michacl ‘Tierney 
Michael ‘Timmins 


Patrick Walsh 





Grand avenue from top of Shield’s building. About 1880, 
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‘GERMANS: (29) 


Charles J. Dittler 
N. H. Dikeman 
John J. Eichman 
Charles Hairhouse 
Frederick GC. Herre 
Charles G. Herre 


Jacob Herre 


“Wiliam, L. Heist _ 


David Honig 
Fk. W. Kluppleberg 
Mannes Katz 


Abraham Klotz 


Joseph Krauss 


Charles F Kamp! 


Bey 


William Dd. Mettler 
‘Thomas Mucklow 
E. E. Protaman 
‘Vheodore G. Plate 
Charles Rittenhouse 
Jacob chai ier 
Edward Richter 


Jacob Stutz 


Modern entrance to Union Cemetery (1951). 


Peter Swartz 


Ferdinand Staatz 


John ‘Voepher » 


Gustav ‘Tremblau 
Charles: Webber 
Herman Webber 


Frederick: Wendt 
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Union Cemetery Association 


On Monday, August 24th, 1857, the lollowing 
persons held a mecting in the “Hackettstown 
Academy lor the purpose ol organizing a Rural 
Cemetery Association;. Ephraim Marsh, Caleb 
H. Valentine, Robert Rusling, David V. CG. 
Crate, George W. Johnson, William M. Clark, 
Samucl M. Lozier, John Ss. ‘Little, William S. 


Johnson, Ephraim D. Crater, John S. Johnson, 


Joseph Osmun, William Drake, Joseph Crater, 
George Dorgan, William Rittenhouse, Alpheus 
Clawson, William Rea, Manning F. Stillwell and 
Abram R. Day. ‘ 


Ic was determined that the name of the As- 
sociation should be the UNION CEMETERY 


‘ASSOCIATION OF HACKEFTSTOWN. ‘The 


following were named as ‘Trustees: Robert Rus: 
ling, John Martin, Abram R. Day, William Rea, 
Samuel Lozier, Ephraim Marsh, George W. John- 
son, Alpheus Clawson and DAVIc V."C" Crate, 
‘There were to be nine. Caleb Valentine was ap- 
pointed Chairman of this mecting. “Vhe first 
Secretary was Abram R. Day and William S. Rit- 


tenhouse was appointed Connunissioner ol Deeds.: 


On Monday, April 29; 1859, the Trustees met 


-at the office of Dr. William Rea. George W. 


Johnson was appointed secretary. “Phe meeting 
was to discuss grounds for a cemetery. Isaac W,. 
and David E. Crane had offered to sell a parcel 
of land in Morris County, along the Musconcet- 
cong river. 


On Saturday, May 14th, 1859, the ‘Trustees 
met to determine boundaries of the proposed 
cemetery grounds. ‘Those present were Crate, Rea, 


Marsh, Clawson, Day and Johnson. Negotations 


were completed with the Cranes to purchase 
9 and 28/100 acres at $150.00 an acre. Abram 
R. Day and Caleb H. Valentine were appointed 
to survey the grounds and prepare deeds of 
transfer at an early date. 

In order to raise the funds and meet the 
present accruing wants of the Association, bonds 


were issued in the sum of $20.00 cach to an. 


amount not exceeding $4,000. Abram Day and 
William M. Marsh were appointed a comuuittee 
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to lay out the grounds and procure lithograph 
maps, ol the same. 

The charter was recorded August 27th, 1857, 
in Book of Corporations Vol. 1, folio 108 by 
Jehiel “TP. Kern, clerk of Warren County. On 
June 20, 1859, David E. Crane and wife deeded 
to the Union Cemetery Association of Hacketts- 
town the 9 and 28/100 acres at $150.00 per acre, 
being in full the sum of $1392.00, 


On Monday, July 18, 1859, the Cemetery Asso-- 
ciation negotiated with William Rea, M,D., for 
a strip of land 50 teet wide running from Moun- 
tain avenue, to the Musconetcong river, for an 
entrance to the Cemetery grounds. On this day 
a bridge was ordercd built and a tool house 
near it. On Wednesday, June 20, 1860, the con- 
tract for the bridge and tool house was approved 
and) bills ordered paid. ‘Votal amount being 
$913.40. Clawson and Hazen were given a con-: 
tract to fence in the cemetery grounds with a 
picket fence at I4 cents a foot. Public grounds 
were then sect aside lor single graves, being -sec- 
tion K. & L. 

The first to purchase plots in the new ceme- 
tery were Ephraim Marsh; David V. C. Crate and 
Alpheus Clawson. In September, 1867, the first 
receiving vault was built near the bridge. In 
1870, it was decided to moye the graves from - 





Old entrance to Union Cemetery (1890). 
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the Methodist Church graveyard to the new 
cemetery. Water was first piped into the ceme- 
tery grounds in October, 1881. In‘ 1888, a new 
iron bridge was built by Tippett and Wood at 
a cost of $1199.00. On November 29, 1893, the 
present waiting room ‘and office building 12x 24 
fect was erected by Henry Stryker ata cost of 
$4183.56 for building and furniture. 

The’ first burial’ in’ the Union Cemetery 
were as follows—Robertson D. Ayers, died April 
2, 1859; James Drake, died February: 18, ‘1860; 
Phebe Sutton, died April 17, 1860; Julia Ann 
Clawson, died September 7, 1862; Mary Ann 
Reed, died October 22, 1862;° David ‘Martin, 
died June 17, 1863. 

Lhe following graves were moved from the 
old Methodist Church graveyard in 1869-70 to 
the Union Cemetery: Joseph Heath, dicd 1825; 
Hampton Stewart, died 1827; Sarah Heath, wile 
of Joseph, dicd 1840; Sarah Heath, daughter of 
Joséph, died 1834; Archibald Stewart, died 1841; 
Robert B. Stewart, dicd 1841; Mary H. Little, 
died 1842; Lavinia Marsh, diced 1845; “Phomas 
P. Stewart, died 1846; L. Menagh, dicd 1847; 
David Heath, Edmund Heath, date of deaths 


not recorded; Mary Heath, dicd 1849; Catherine , 


E. Stewart, dicd 1850; Joseph H. Marsh, died 
1851; Caroline Redding, died 1851; John O. 
Marsh, diced 1852; James D. Sutton, died 1854. 

On November 12th, 1894, one acre of land was 
purchased of the William Rea estate for $84.00, 
being at the north side of the entrance. Other 
parcels of land have been added from. thine to 
time as conditions warranted so that by this 
time the Association has enough land to last 
indefinitely, thanks to the good management 
ol the ‘Trustees. 


‘In May, 1898, the new stone arch at the en- 


trance, together with the ornamental tron gates 


were erected by Van Sternberg & Clark for the 


sum olf $2,307.50. 
When the new Methodist Sunday School 
building was erected in 1900, it was discovered 


> 


that there were more graves than had been 
moved in 1870. For a number of ycars it’ was 
undecided what to do with these graves that 
were located in the extreme rear of the church 
yard, but in 1913, those remaining were moved 
to the new Union Cemetery. “Vhey were buried 
Ina group in Section 5 lot numbers 84 and 85 
as recorded in Book No. I, page 169 of the ceme- . 
tery records. ‘Vhere were twenty bodies alto- 
gcther as named below: Thornton C. “Marlatt 
(soldier), William Miers, May Jane E. Dickson 
Martin, Elizabeth Stark, Ann Stcele, Mary Wa- 
terfield, Henry Waterfield, Charles Shutfler, Wil- 
bur kisk Swanne, Allen Steel Horn, Sarah Ann | 
Horn, Helen Smith, Infant, no name, ‘Vheo- 
dore Praster, Infant, Charles Osmun, Sylvain 
D. Osmun, Pheodore Osmun, William R. Shuff- 
ler and Mary Reily. 

‘The following have been superintendents ol 
the Union Cemetery Association in this order: 
James McWilliams, Lewis J. Youngblood, /Uheo- 
dore Neighbour, James Neighbour, John Kings- 
ley, Charles Hartman. Frank Lake is now fore- 
man and acting Superintendent. 


Up Lo January 1, 1955, there had been 
0325 burials in. this cemetery. Although the 
town has doubled in size in’ the past seventy 
years the burials have not, as you will sce in the 
following: Burials in 1885, 71; 1890, 88; 1895, 
68; 1900, 87; 1910, 99; 1920, 100; 1930, 83; 1940, 


90;. 1950, 81. 


Vhe writer has found that the records of the 
Union Cemetery Associauion are kept in the 
finest order and special credit is due Mr. Charles 
C. Ort who has been secretary for the past twen- 
tv years. The annual mecting is held on the 
sccond Monday in) January, cach year, ‘Phe 
‘Trustees are: John Baldwin, President; Henry 
Roehrich, Vice-President, Aaron: Lundy, ‘Vreas- 
urer, Charles CG. Ort, Secretary; other* members 
are: Milton Thorp, Alvah “Phomas Sr., Chris 
Schroeder, Wilbur Bowers and Gilbert Stout. 
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Old Documents in My Possession 


Hackettstown, Net. 

Jan. 13, 1880. r 
Received trom John FF. MecLellen, collector, 

One hundred and fifty-six and 47/100 dollars, 

in full for assessors fees for the year of 1879. 

(Signed) M. R. Nunn, 
* * * BS 

Hackettstown, N. f., 

May 7th 1877. 

‘Yo the - Common Council; 


-\ssessor 


Gentlemen: Thand you for your approval, the 


name of Paul Hoffman for Policeman, Salary 
not to exceed Eight dollars per month. ‘Vhis 1s 


about one hall of the amount paid lust year. 
(Signed) N. K. Dikeman, Mayor 


Oli Hardware Store of H. EI. 


89 


William S. Smith and John S. Johnston, 
Comittee on Lamps; Appointed by the 


Conmnon Council of the ‘Pown of Hackettstown: 


I hereby, agree to light all the strcet lamps, 
that is now in use in the town, and to furnish 
the oil, wicks, burners and chimneys, and light 
them every night during the year from the time 
the-moon rises at 8 o'clock P.M. until the first 
quarter ol the next moon for the stm of Four 
hundred and sixty-five dollars. I also awerece tO 
clean all the glass in the lamps at Icast once 
every three months. 


Dated June 4th 1877.” 


(signed) Charles W. Parks. 
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Var Duzer (1895). 
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Note: Furst street tamps burned oil and were 
mounted on lamp posts and used in 1869. 
(JEN) 


* . * * 


To the Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
of the ‘Town of Hackettstown: 


We the undersigned lot owners on Rockport 
street, respectlully, ask your honorable body to 
lay a plank walk from Esq. Kairclow’s to David 
Shields, on the south side of said street and 
your petitioners will ever pray. Signed: F. W. 


Kluppelberg, J. W. Crane, J. Welsh Jr., Isaac - 


S. Dill, George Roe, R. S. Price, KE. Blackwell, 
John White, David Shiclds, Win. +1. Goodale, 
"T {Ge Plate, Ilene. 

This petition was granted, by the Common 
Council on Feb. 2, 1872. (JHN) 

# yc Mery abd 
‘Lo the Honorable Mayor and Common council 
of the ‘Town of Hackettstown: 

We the undersigned residents and property 
owners on Moore strect do petition your hon- 
orable body to lay a four foot stone walk on the 
“westerly side of said street from Washington 
sweet to Jefferson in said town: 

Signed: E. W. Osmun, J. C. Allen, R. S. Price, 
GeHY Valentine, Robert A. Cole, Gideon Dere- 
mer, Abraham Klotz, George Roe. 


Granted Feb. 2, 1872. Alpheus Clawson, Mayor 
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Masonic ‘Pemple (1954) stands where Van Duzer’s store 
was located: 


Yo the Honorable, the Mayor and Common 
Council of Hackettstown: 

The subscribers hereby petition your honor- 
able body to extend Lumber strect from. its 
present terminus on the edge of Mr. Peer’s land 
to Willow Grove street; also to change. the name 
of said Lumber street to Franklin street .and 
also to make an ppropriation of fifteen dol- 
lars for material to build a bridge in said street: 
Dated: Hackettstown, N. J. Sept. 4,. 1876. 
Signed: John Rl Carr,: Morris Wade, W. M. 
Everitt, J: B. Smith, James J. Rusling, Laban 
Mathewson, Peter B. Pool, Isaac W. Crane, 
George Colclough, John N. Sharp, L. J. Young- 
blood. Jno. B. Mucklow, hedenDence, [Ha dou- 


dbase Re (Quy Bowers, Ji jd «titzer,. [,.5,:bfankin- 


son, H.W. Mclean, S/ pM. McClellan, A er eS 
Plate, W. G. Sutphin, A, O. Hummer, David 
McClellan, Alfved Huthnan, Alfred Peer. 


} 


* * * 


‘Vo the Mayor and Common Council assembled 
ol the Town of Hackettstown: 
Dated June 7, 1880. 


Gentlemen: 

The undersigned respectfully solicit) your 
honorable body to open and extend Sharp 
strect, which now. terminates at Shield’s line 
fence, through vacant lots-and the northwest 
side of Gazette building, to Main strect thereby 
making Sharp street nearly a straight and con- 
tinuous street, and grately accommodate the 
people in that portion of the town. | 
Signed: Jomes J. Vitus, W. FE. Osmun, James B. 
Smith, David Riker, Lewis C. Ayers, William 
Huffman, B. B. Cook. 

(Note) “Vhis has never been granted, to this 
day. (JIIN) : 
* oo so * 


Hackettstown, N. J., Dated April ey 18706. 
‘Po the Mayor and Common Council: | 


We the undersigned do certify that an inn 
and tavern is necessary and will conduce to the 
public good: - ses: tibil 
Signed: Reading Bell, David) Miller, Picrson 
Cook, ‘Archibatd Price, Caleb TI. Valentine, 
S. W. Miller, Juo J. Litthe, Jacob Creveling, 


“Jno $. Gook, Z. Ackley, Jesse Smith, B.C. Hum- 


mer, Isaac S$. Dill, CG. Fairclo; Danicl Axford; 
Jas. J. Rusling, David Shields, Wo M. Everitt, 
Herman Weber, John Karr, R. LL. Garrison, 
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G. W. King, James Mitchell, C. Hairhouse, John 
R. Carr, Robert Litlle, Laban Mathewson, ‘T. 
Shields Jr. 

John H. Staats on his oath saith that the 
above petition is signed by at least twelve repu- 
-table freeholders of the town ol Hackettstown 
who have not to the knowledge or belief of 
deponent recommended any other application 
for a license to keep an Inn or Vavern therein 
to sell vinous or spiritous liquors. 

Signed: John H. Staats. 
Sworn before me this 
13th day of April 1876. 
Signed: J. W. Davis, M,C. 


THE UPSIDE DOWN YEAR — 1816 

Many atmospheric “freaks” have happened 
in the past one hundred years. Some winters 
have been warm, some very cold, some with a 
lot of snow, some with very litthe snow. . Many 
summers have been “freaks” also, but none can 
compare to the year 1816. 


The year 1816 was known throughout the 


northeastern part of the United States and parts 
of Europe as the coldest ever experienced by any 
person, then living. “Phere were persons who 
had a habit of keeping diaries ‘for many years, 
and it is from the pages of some ol these diaries 
beginning back in 1810, and from very old news- 
papers that the following information has been 
taken, . . 

January was so mild that most persons al- 
lowed their fires to go out and did not burn 
wood except for cooking. ‘Phere were a few cold 
days, but they were very few. Most of the time 
the air was warm: and springlike. February was 
not_cold, and although some days were colder 
than any in January, the weather was about 


the same. March, trom the Ist to the 16th, was 


inclined to be windy. It came in like a small 
tion and went out like a very innocent sheep. 

April came in warm, but as the days grew 
longer the air becaine colder, and by the first 
of May there was a temperature like that of win- 
ter with plenty of snow and ice. In May the 
young buds were frozen dead, ice formed halt 
an inch. thick on. ponds and rivers, corn was 
killed and the corn fields were planted: again 
and again, until it became too late to raise a 
crop. By the last of May in this climate the trees 
are usually in leaf and birds and flowers are 
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plentilul. When the last of May arrived in 1816, 
everything had been killed by the cold. 

June was the coldest month of roses ever 
expericnced m this latitude. Erost and ice were 
as common as butterflies usually are. Almost 
every green thing was killed; all fruit was de-, 


stroyed. Snow fell ten inches deep in Vermont. 


‘Theré was a seven inch fall in the interior of 
New York state and the same in Massachusetts. 
‘Vhere were only a few moderately warm days. 
Everybody looked, longed and waited for warm 
weather, but warm weather did not come. 

It was also dry; very little rain fell. All spring 
long the wind had blown. steadily from the 
north in blasts laden with snow and ice. Moth- 
ers knit socks of double thickness for their chil- 
dren and thick mittens. Planting and: shivering 
were done together, and the farmers who worked 
out their taxes oi the country roads wore over- 
coats and mittens. 

On June 17th, there was a heavy fall of snow. 
A Vermont farmer sent a flock of sheep to pas- 
ture on func loth. ‘Phe morning of the 17th 
dawned with the thermometer below the freez- 


‘ing point. About nine o'clock in the morning | 


the owner of the sheep started to look: for his 
flock. An hour alter he left home-a_ terrible 
snow storm came up. Phe snow fell thick and 
fast and piled in great drifts along the fences, 
and out buildings. Night came and the. farmer 
had not been heard from. 

The wile became frightened and alarmed 
the neighborhood: AH the neighbors joined the 
searching party. On the third day they found 
him. He was lying in a hollow in the side hill 
with both fect frozen: he was half covered with 
snow, but alive. Most of the sheep were lost. 

Another farmer owned a large fiéld of corn. 
He built fires. Nearly every night he and his 
men took turns in kecping up the fires and 
watching that the corn did) yot freeze. “Vhe 
farmer was rewarded for his tireless labor by 
having the only corn crop in his vicinity. 

July came in with snow and ice as thick ‘as 
window glass. “Vhis condition existed in New 
York state, Pennsylvania and the northern part 
of New Jersey. Indian corn, which in some parts 
of the East had struggled through May and 
June, gave up, froze and died, 

‘To the surprise of everybody, August proved 
worst of all. Almost every green thing in this 
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92 VHE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


country and Europe was blasted by frost. Snow 
fel at Barnet, thirty miles from Ioondon, Eng- 


land, on August 30th. Newspapers from Eng- | 


land stated that 1816 would be remembered as 
the year in which there was no summer. Very 
little comm ripened in New England. ‘Phere was 
great privation, and thousands of persons. would 
have perished in this country had it not been 

for the abundance of fish and wild game. 
NOTE: The United States Weather Bureau was 

established in’ 1870. 
The National Geographic Society notes 
the highest temperature ever recorded 
was taken on Sept. 13, 1922 in north- 
western Libya, about 25 miles south of 

‘Tripoli (136-4) degrees. 
The World Almanac 1954 states: The 
world’s record for sub-freezing tempcera- 
ture was taken im-Feb. 1892 in the nor- 
thern Siberian village of Verkhoyansk. 
The thermometer there hit 90 degrees 
below zero. . 

ABSOLUTE ZERO: the point at 
~ which, theoretically, all molecular mo- 





tion ceascs—exists at 159.60 deerces be- 


low zero (Fahrenheit). 


HACKETTSTOWN 
POLICEMAN KILLED | 


On Saturday night, September 13th, 1874,” 


between the hours of eleven and twelve o'clock, 


six persons were walking down Main street and - 


were using profane and obscene language, sing 
ing and otherwise disturbing the peace. Police- 
men Smith, Vail and Siegler, being in the. imme- 
diate vicinity, approached the men and demand. 
ed order, but the demand was not complicd with 
and they procecded to arrest. them, when two 
escaped. Smith scized a Swede by the name of 
Olsen, while Vail and Sigler had the others in 
charge. 

When Smith had gone some distance up 
Moore street a young man was asked to take the 
keys of the lockup and open the door. He com- 
plied and while he was absent the Swede seized 
the club from Sinith and struck him on the 
head, knocking him down and making his es- 
cape. Smith was placed on the sidewalk by 
some friends, and becoming conscious, said that 


the prisoner had worn him out and then had - 


taken his club and struck him over the head. 


He was taken to his home, became uncon- 
scious and remained. in that condition until his 
death, which occurred at 11:45 A.M. on Wed- 
nesday. He was 46 years of age. Vail and Sigler 
succeeded in placing their prisoners in. the lock- 
up after considerable trouble. Olsen was found 
later in the rear of Louis MecCracken’s house 
and rearrested by oflicer Vail. “Vhe- prisoners 
were given a hearing on Monday when Olsen 
pleaded not guilty and was committed. 

“The funeral services’ of ‘the late’ Chief of 
Police, Mr. 'P: S. Smith took place in the Pres- 
byterian church on Saturday, the Mayor and 
Common Council acting as pallbearers, 

The Grand: Jury, on the following Friday, 
brought in an indictment against Andrew Olsen 
for murder in the first degree. A large number 


of witnesses were subpoenaed for his trial. 


On Monday, October 3rd, the case of Olsen 
Was announced and after the jury was sworn 
in Gol. C. H. Valentine, one of the counsel for 
the state, made a clear and well defined state- 
ment of the dilhculty on Saturday night. A num-- 
ber of witnesses were called for and: against the 
prisoner, Col, Rabeson for the defense made 
a two and a hall hgur speech earnestly pleading 
for his unfortunate clent. Mr. Shipman fol- 
lowed in an ‘earnest and touching appeal for 
the prisoner. Mar, Vliet, the prosecutor, closed 
the case In an able manner on Thursday, after 
which the Judge delivered his charge to the jury. 


Vhe jury remained out until twelve o'clock and 


rendered a verdict of murder in the second de- 
grce. “The Judge sentenced Olscn to seven years 
imprisonment at hard labor. 

The murder of the policeman happened just 
four days alter the dedication of the firse C. GC. 1. 
buildings. “Phe common council appointed J. H. 
Osinur as Chief of Police to succecd Mr. P. S,. 
Smith who had been killed. Pollowing this inei- 
dent a commiuttec of 100 was organized in’ Hack- 
ettstown, the purpose was to combat crime and 
enlorcee the liquor laws. Mr. R. Q. Bowers was 
elected chairman of this committee. The fol- 
lowing were clected to go to Belvidere and. 
cause a complaunt to be placed betore the court: 
Benjamin P. Cole, Wan. 1. Johnson and R. Q. 
Bowers. 

On account of this incident there, was con- 
siderable agitation against saloons and drink- 
ine for several years and. finally on April 16, 
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1881, the Town Fathers were presented with a 
petition signed by 431. Hackettstown women, 
as follows: 

To THe HONORABLE, | 

THE CoMMON COUNCIL, 

Or rue Ciry. oF HACKETTSTOWN. 

Your petitioners, women of the said City of 
Hackettstown, respectfully, but most carnestly 
petition your honorable body, not to grant a 
license to sell intoxicating drinks of any kind, 
to any partics within our city limits, during’ the 
coming year. TOF 

Your petitioners also beg you not to license 
any. billiard tables ov other gaming tables to 
be kept or used within the city limits. Dated: 
Hackettstown, N. J., April 16, 1881. 

The writer has this and many other petitions 
in his collection. 


GGeloSTUDEND FOREDELELS 
HIS OWN DEATH 


The following story appeared in a local pa- 


per in 188t. Che first part is copied trom the - 


Baltimore Sun. Phe nore at the bottom is sup- 
plied by the editor of the local paper. . 
Baltimore Sun: Mr.) & Mrs. Christopher C. 
Brooks, of this city, lost their youngest son, 
Christopher C. Brooks, aged 17 years and 5 
months, by death from ‘paralysis of the heart, 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., Wednesday afternoon, under 


peculiar circumstances. ‘The remains arrived in: 


Baltimore yesterday morning and the funeral 
took place in the afternoon from the residence 
of his grandfather. 

In his. funeral discourse the Rev. A. .M. 
Courtenay gave an account of a remarkable and 
accurate premonition which the young man had 
had of his death. He said it was one of the cases 
of exceptional phenomena which point to a new 
and higher philosophy. Such cases enlighten the 
minds of men and directed their rescarches to- 
ward a subject that may yet be madc to yield 
its teachings and truths. He did not believe that 
the dead were very far from the living, and 


thought that in the future a new science might 


be established on such phenomenal cases as the 
one on which he was commenting. ' 

The following account of the premonition 
referred to was obtained from the parents of the 
deceased: Mrs. Brooks was travelling in Europe 
and had written her sen, who was employed in 
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New York and lived in Brooklyn,. to join her. 
He responded, naming the time of his starting. 
fn the interim he was taken ill, and on the day 
.Mrs. Brooks received his letter she received a 
cablegram sunumoning her home on account of 
his sickness. On her arrival she found him able 
to v0 about, and his physician had no fears as 
to his perfect recovery. “Phe youth stated, how- 
ever? thiut, a former teacher and friend ‘of. his, 
a Mr. Elall, who dicd about five months previ- 
ous, had appeared to him in a vision and told 
him he would dic of heart trouble on Wednes- 
day, Deceniber 5, at 8 o'clock P.M. 

Young Brooks had never had any trouble 
with his heart, and his friends to whom he made 
the statement were in uo way concerned about 
it. Dr. Maw, his physictan, laughed at it, and 
said he was certain, on the contrary, he would 
vet well. ‘Phe young man was, however, thor- 
oughly impressed with the belich that he would 
dic at the time indicated. He accompanied a 
lady friend to am entertainment the afternoon 
of December ft, spent the evening i her com- 
pany, and received a promise that it he wrote 
flor her the next afternoon she would come to 
say goodby, 

His physician told the brother and mother 
of the youth that he would divert his mind from 
the subject: by physical means, and on ‘Vuesday 
night put a fly-blister on his neck, Wednesday 
morning young Brooks rose as usual, ate an un- 
usually hearty breaklast, and to all appearances 
was eood for a long life. “Phe physician left him 
without a trace of uneasiness as to his condition. 
‘The young man insisted that his mother should 
not stay with hin, telling her “It would kill -you 


to see me die.” 


While taking lunch with the family as usual 
at 2 o'clock, he complained of fecling faint, and 
asked to be assisted to his room. Fle died in the 
presence of his lamily at 3:10 P.M. He was a 
young man of strong character, exceptionally 


~good mind and splendid physique. 


Mr. Brooks was one of the most popular 
2 

young men at the C. C. 1. during his two years 

there 








“Sto and '82—and his pleasant compan- 
ional ways made lim a favorite with our town 
people who learncd of his untimely death with 
ercat sorrow, Phe instructor whose name is meén- 
tioned is Prof. Hall, whose recent death is sull 
fresh in the minds of all— kd.) 
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O4 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 
DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN: 


North Hackettstown was aiid “Doddletowne” 
Petersburg was called “Gav's Swamper” 
Vienna was called “Gumminstown?” 
‘Townsbury was called “Meng’s Mills?” 
Vail was called “Rattlesnake Spring?” | 
Cedar Lake was called “Buttermilk Pond?’ 
Meadville was nicknamed “Bog Egypte’ 
Mount Bethel was called “Egberts?” 
Paulina was called “Armstrone’s Forge?” 
Hope was called “Greenland?” 
Johnsonsburg was called if og Gaol?” 
Blairstown was called “Gravel Hill?” 
Hatfield was called “Newburgh?” 


Washington was called “Mansfield Woodhouse?” 


When eggs sold tor five cents a dozen? 
When cye glasses were called “Specs?” 


When farmers fed ‘poke root’. to cows for a 
laxative? 


When a traveling bag was called a “satchel?” 


When the first chore in the morning was to open 
all of the shutters? 


When an ox team did the heavy work? 


When a man had one good suit for “Sunday 
go-Lo-mectine” 
C 


When ‘the talented miss) would) play “Chop 
sucks” on the piano? ung 


When granddad used a turtle shell for a shaving 
Cup? 

When pencils were sharpened by unraveling 
the paper covers? 

When couples: went “walking” in the evening’ 

When women used the lids of cans for cookie 
cutters? 

When baseball rules were “Over the fence is 
out?” 

When a. kid carried: his dinner: to school in-a 
syrup pail? : 

When corn silk was smoked by small boys? 

When people blew. out the lamp before reuring 


for the night? 


When little boys wore dresses until they started 
to school? 


When nien with.their shirt tails out were rid- 
culed as intoxicated? 
When people put beelsteak on a ‘black eye’? 


When the russet and the bellllower were the 
inost popular apples? 


When kids with the mumps were treated with 
grease fried from worms? : 


When a sinallpox scare made people hesitate to 
use the phoney 


When “mother hubbards’” were worn by ladies 
who went in bathing? 


When people saved Easter cges and colored 
them. with onions? 


When grandmother wore a white night cap to 
sleep ine ’ 


When pies were: kept on the parlor table: 
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Fagan’s Artillery 


In the early 1880's two gentlemen arrived in 
Hackettstown to settle down and enjoy their re- 
maining years. Vhey were both well educated 
and of considerable means, having amassed small 
fortunes building railroads in the South -and in 
Mexico. The one was a Mr. Arnold and the 
other Mr. Ansel Fagan. : 

The writer will tell about Mr. Fagan, for it 
was he who founded the “Fagan’s Artillery” of 
which Lf will write. Upon moving to Flacketts- 


town with his famuly he established himsclf in | 


a home now occupied by Mr..and Mrs. Raymond 
Mac Cracken at No. 315 Moore street. Within 


a few years he built the home across Monroe — 


street, but on Moore street where he lived tor 
some years, or until he moved from town. This 





Reading from left to right: 


1. Amadeas Ayers 6. Dr. Joseph Curtis 

2. Jacob McCracken 7. William Sickles 

3. Fred Clark 8. Charles Osmun (boy). 
4+. Mhomas Simerson YQ. James Brant 

5. Jacob Reidinger 10.) Frank Brant 


ae 
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TFAGAN’S ARTILLERY,” HACKETTSTOWN, N: J. 
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house was later occupicd for many years by the 
late Seymour Smith. 

Mr. Fagan was a rather wealthy man with 
plenty of time on his hands. He ‘hard 
boiled’? Republican-—a Blaine and Logan ian, 


Was al 


and at that time political parues were squaring 
olf for the fight between Grover Cleveland and 


James. G. Blaine-—for president. 


He organized a local group. of men and 
bought them all complete uniforms, their shirts 
having the monogram B.& L. on them for Blaine 
and Logan. Several nights each week they would 


meet and Fagan would) put them through a 


serics of drills until they were quite proficient, 
He was very particular, their uniforms had to 


be just so and he would stand lor no fooling. 


Photo taken 


Ansel Fagan (Sponsor) 1G. Silas Cook 


James Smith 17. “Vhomas Ivory 
Richard Clark IS.) George Smith 
Jacob Ackerman 19. Charles Mille 
George Hopkins 20. Robert Howell 
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It is claimed that once a month he would have 


caterer Thomas B. Howell come up to his home: 


and serve a dinner to all of the members. 

Together with their cannon they made a 
fine appearance when on parade and they were 
often invited out of town for dillerent celebra- 
tions. After the election,, when Cleveland beat 
Blaine by a very small margin, the artillery still 
kept in order. 


On one occasion when Hope, N. J., was hav- 


ing a 4th of July celebration the artillery was in- 
vited to take part. When they arrived in front 
of the hotel in Hope, it is said, the hotel keeper 
came out and requested that they shoot off the 
cannon. He was told that it would break out 
a lot of window lights. In reply he said “Go 
ahead and shoot it off; if any windows are brok- 
en | will pay to have them replaced.” Off went 
the cannon—and out went filty or more win- 
dows; and most of them in his hotel. building. 
He had enough shooting for a while, but had 
the windows replaced within the next few days. 


On another occasion the outfit went over to - 
Faston for a parade. Some of the Easton people. 
wanted to hear the cannon go off but the Mayor 
told them itt was against the law. This organt- 
zauion was so. successful that it was not dis- 


banded lor a niunber of years. 





Blaine and Logan Political Wigwam. Grand Avenue (1881) 
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By 1730, nearly all of the most tertile land 
in our county was taken up by the proprictors, 
a good deal of which they held for many years 
belore selling it to settlers. 

_ As early as 1732, advertisements appeared in 
the Philadelphia papers offering land’ for sale 
along the Pequest river, for the use of settlers. 

In 1732,.Abram Van Campen bought 1,666 
acres, comprising all the upper half of Paha- 
quarry, from the heirs of George Hutcheson, 
one of the proprictors of West Jersey. 


‘In 1737, Lodewick Vitman came from Sax- 
ony and purchased several hundred acres at the 
foot of the Blue Mountains. 

In 1739, the first call for preaching went 
forth from the county to the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick for supplics to Mr. Barber’s neigh- 
borhood near Musconnekunk. 





Warren County Facts. 


In W711, Aaron’ Dupui opened the first store 
in the county at Oxford, and in the same year 
Jonathan Robeson started to build the old iron 
furnace, which was completed in 1743. 

Belore 1744, there was a Presbytcrian church 
built at Greenwich, another at Mansfield Wood 
House (Washington) and services were held at 
Axlord’s, or Oxtord. 

In 1757, the Legislature by special act, gave 
a reward of moucy and a silver medal to a lad 
named Vitsort, for killing an Indian in Sussex 
County. 

In 1756, when a number of cavalry horses . 
were pastured on a meadow known as.the Marsh, 
near the mouth of the Pauline’s Kill, a cloud- 
burst caused such a flood as to drown the horses. 

The. first’ bridge recorded as having been 
erected by the’ Board of Freeholders was one 


-across the Musconctcong, built tn 1770. 


Old American House Hotel. A landmark here for over 100 years. Main street at High street. 
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In 1811, the only post oflices within the pres- 


ent county Iimit were at Belvidere, Hacketts- 


town and- Johnsonburg. 
The postage stamp came into use in 1847. 


Before that ume the amount of the postage was | 


marked on the envelope and collected by the 
postmaster, who paid it in turn, less his com- 
mission, to a government collector. 

The first plano mentioned in the county was 
played by Mrs. Roberdeau in the vHtPLAB man- 
sion, at Oxford in 1804. 

The first “lady who kept her carriage” in 
this part of New Jerscy was Mrs. Benjamin Mc- 
Cullough, of Greenwich ‘Yownship. 
~The first organ mentioned in’ Warren Coun- 
ty was the one in the Moravian Church, at Hope 
given by a gencral on Lafayette’ S stall. 

Before broom corn came in-use, about 1840, 
brooms were made of a hickory stick cut into 
splints, k 

An early form of entertainment was the 
quilting party, at which the ladies worked all 
day quilting one of those matchless creations 
containing thousands of pieces, while the men 
appeared in time for supper, which was_ fol- 
lowed by a social evening. 

A “Stone Frolic” gathered all the men of 
the neighborhood to picking the loose stones 
from a new-ground while the ladies were pre- 
paring a feast for them at the house. 

A “raising” was about the same thing, but 
the work consisted in raising the frame of a 
new building. JHusking bees were popular. 

The first telephone that we find mentioned 
in the county connected the organ factory of 
Daniel F. Beatty with his oflice in 1880. 

The first thing looking like a bicycle in the 
county was a two-wheeled velocipede built by 
Benjamin Hall, at Vienna in 1873. ; 


The oldest newspaper published in the coun- 
ty was the “Belvidere Apollo” first: published 
January 11, 1825, by George G. Sickles. ; 

One of the oldest school houses in the county 
was the old “Erght Square” school at Port Col- 
den. Built in $792 and discontinucd in 1858. 

Circuses began to come regularly every year 
after 1823. Baseball is first mentioned in 1865, 
croquet in 1867, ‘first excursion to Rockaway if 
Beach in 1871. ta 

Grass was cut with a scythe until the advent 
of the mowing machine in 1853. 

The first mention of slate for roofing in this 
region was in 1847. 

Melodeons were first made in Washington 
about 1850, by: John A. Smith. 

The fattest person ever known was born in 
Greenwich ‘Township, in 1816, the daughter of 
Anthony and Catherine Learch.. When nine- 
tcen she marricd William Schooley, also of 
Greenwich, and they inoved to Ohio. She weigh- 
ed 704 pounds, and had a waist measure of nine 
feet six inches, and an arm that was three feet 


two inches in circumference. 





Old White Steamer about 1910. Front seat: Morris Neigh- 
bour and daughter Marjorie. Rear seat; Muargarette 
Little, Niticy Everitt and sther Kennedy. 
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Hackettstown’s Early Musicians 


HOGANS ALLEY. BAND AND THE 
SEARCH-WILLIVER MINSTRELS 

‘The Hackettstown Gazette, on February 25th, 
1898, has this to say of this group of local men 
who heard the call of the footlights. ‘The 
Search-Williver Minstrel Company had a $60.00 
house at Vernon Hall ‘Puesday night, at- 10 and 
Phe hall was packed and’ the 
in every ‘way had merits more than nine: 


20 cents each. 
show 
tenths of the traveling companies that come to 
‘this town.” Well it was just thal +a. sa wit George 
with 
Hlarry Cole- 
And come what may, it would 


Search was the manager and: interlocutor, 


Aaron Hann and the renowned 
back as end men. 
be hard to. beat “contortionist, 
Roy Hall, 
Billy Crawford, banjo artist, (and Taincan artist), 


Dolphe Pool, comedian, Doric Beatty and kred 


Fred. Dennis, 


Beges and Stoner, dancers, vocalist, 


Knapp, comic chatter, etc. 

Let's talk about the Hogans Alley Binds 
no famous overtures, but when it came to pep— 
‘They 
on Liberty strcet and -by the tame they reached 
Main : ; to the 
Warren House was out to hear thein, including 


boy, they had it. uscd to parade, starting 


street, every kid from the canal 
me. 

‘They were the attraction for the above Min- 
Let's 
see if can remember who they were: Fred Den- 
Adam. Williver, cornet, 
Luther “Walhiver; 
Billy Crawford, wombonc; Harry Kegean, tenor 
Harry Coleback, John De 
Mike Grogan, drum. 


strels and they really drew out the crowds. 
nis, cornet; George 


Search, charimet; trombone; 


horn; tenor drum; 


Forrest, bass drum; tenor 
Not a big band, but they had plenty of steam 
and when they marched down Main strect a 
stranger would think it was a full military band 
belicve it 


approaching. Vhose. were the days, 


or not. 


JOHN C. HEED — THE 
“MARCH WIZARD” 

Remembered personally by many older resi- 
dents as a boy who was born in Hackettstown, 
grew up here and attended the local public 


‘ 
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—ages enjoyed by boys of wealthy Lamilics. 


the case ol 


school, John C. Heed gained fame a half cen- 
lury ago as an instrumental soloist, band leader 
and composer. 


MARCH 
America’s 


eros 
Fisher, one of 


He was described as 
WIZARD” by Car! 
oldest nrusic houses, who published most of 
Heed’s compositions, As an artist, he attained 
the zenith of his time when he’ went with John 
One ol his 
FEARLESS”: 


more of his 


soloist. 
“THE 
ni any 


Phillip Sousa’s band-as a 
outstanding marches was. 
‘Phis 
marches and his original cornet are in posses ss1on 
ol his two mieces, Miss. Mrs. 
Harriet Heed Shaw. 

“PPLE METRONOME,” leading musical 
publication of that April 1895. 
featured a large picture ol Mr. Fléed on 


march. music and 


Mary Loder and 


time, in the 
ISSUC, 
the cover and contained an article which read . 
IN part: as ; 

wLhe 
month is adorned with a life-like representation 
Ob Mr frac: . ced, Metro- 
Prize March,’ published in this magazine 
In January last, and also writer ol many other 


frontpiece of Phe Metronome’ this 
composer of “The 
home 
successlul works. “Vo gratify the thousands of 
THE METRONOME we 
brick sketch of this rising young 

“Mr. J. C. Heed was born in the village of 
Flackcttstown, New Npril 23, 1862. 
Ahnost trom infancy he manifested a taste and 


readers. ol give a 


conmposcer. 
Jersey, on 
talent for music, but his parents being ol. htum-. 
ble circumstances, he did not receive the advant- 
‘Gen- 
runs the and in 
Ileed, 


Ing Was most practically exemplified. 


rus will find a way,’ old adage 


young the truth of this say- 


“At the age of cleven he played in the locai 


‘band and everybody was attracted by the di- 


minutive cornetist.. When he reached the age of 
band. He 


mastered: with astonishing rapidity the intricacies 


seventeen he became leader of this 
of harmony and counterpoint, te became pro- 
and 
could play on most of the different band instru- 


ficient on the piano and) violin, as well, 


MICHELS. 
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“Like many a young man, who wishes to sée 
the world, young Heed thought he would like 
to go beyond the confines of his native village 
and see what he could do, An opportunity of- 
fered itself soon after, before he had reached 
his twenty-first. birthday. ‘he cornetist of a 
noted English orchestra, then traveling through 
the United States, became sick aid was sent 
back to England. Young Elceed was so highly ree- 
ommended that he was engaged to fill his place, 
Which he did acceptably, receiving the encom- 
uns from the press and public in every city 
and town visited by the combination. 

“A year alter, in 1883, Mr. Heed accepted 
an engagement from the manager ol the Provi- 
dence Brigade Band as leader, which position he 
retained until he was called back to New Jersey 
to conduct an orchestra and band..Soon alter, 
Mr. Heed went to Worcester, Mass., and spent 
eight years as a teacher of bands. As years rolled 
on Mr. Heed became more famous and composed 
many band marches. His next position was that 
as solo cornetist with the celebrated Voss’s First 
Regiment Band otf Newark. 

“In appearance, as will be scen by the por- 
trait on our frontpiece, Mr. Heed is a strikingly 
handsome man, but modest and unassuming. We 
predict that Mr. Heed will do still grander 
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work, ‘lor he possesses all the requisites that go 
to make a great composer.” 

John Clifford Heed at one time lived with 
his parents at the corner of Liberty and Frank- 


‘lin streets and the Heed family later moved to. 


Moore street opposite the present ‘Vown Elall. It 
was alter the Metronome article was written 
that Mr. Heed went with Sousa’s band as solo- 
ist and arranger. He wrote more marches for 
bands than any other American composer, ‘Phe 
writer has heard it claimed, many years ago, by 
other local musicians, that it was Heed who 
actually wrote lor Sousa, his ercal masterpiece: 
“THE STARS’ AND STRIPES FOREVER.” 


It is a common occurrence today to hear 
leading bands play compositions in. broadcasts 
over the radio, in which his name is announced 
as composer. Heed dicd Feb. 12, 1908, at the age 
ol 45 years and is buried in the Hackettstown 
Union Gemmetery. 


Hackettstown has produced other noted 
composers of music as well as musicians. Phe 
late George Van Duzer was a talented musician 
and wrote a number of ‘march hits,’ and there 
was George Osmun who in his day wrote a num- 
ber of musical) compositions that had merits. 
But more about them later. 

































OL eae Yang 


} 










og auch esivinpy ous i In; 
: “hie aK 
dive boil suid one ae aol 
Aue bas weeded ly IRN 4 ‘ 
oy boy yyal ‘oct See ae - bostanon: bil i Y, 
L Hist wie! soacosg, aap gaRAqo Pate ia nl, Bei ores 
wonine ena oblige a git cls dew dguowth gultvaie ™ 
oluz 2a Inet Cmenoe TH ane, Hadi a rab Hees dave, hats; Rohe 
1) ethene vem wee Mean ces Dry: iat ae ila is ia ies 
ar ADR ETO >) ore wile ee ancl ‘elatins! ocheg til, date dey: a 
yl cya doy eee it au fh fvemsal cosh eonbiw anveranny gett yey es ie. poke ; 
ort biskh) ven ab sbhpy, ate, Lisi! suthte iy i rit sideline boris vey ng aly ton 
oy uproenan jot veal vieage 40h. sibitee yythaingn Sreviascents Ani * oF bead ae 
SAVE SO® TSE OSS | boi Prout ol BEY ori pron wong 


Ye wi r Ra ie i 


‘io ae 


ae 









af 









ba Van inl ‘ule Kerrgecen 
width yt abo worn a hid” * i a. 7 A se yf e oichwees ce 
edeavelyncencl ey) egies ro ls wind * gusidiwial \ ie ye ig 2 7” re 
bovntiogtus eb omer aud dite i volhiwtt'ont NT | ata eat Ind Aska, 
yun yeh) 30s BOOT St ctl Tails. Hig bl Mee RD alee rssept Dae dani ia: 
nore yayelt By tet bounced 4 DR ares d Gh ith aiee boliot tig Aa ebeie 
e Koh Sevbonen: wi aid b vesscqattil hs F door ak 


faite rhe bao. a Hvre widow ba “tds Te pepe 
OY aes Te i Mens eed an TE a ‘Maui bp evreeT HO wet wow bona ts 
ecavisietant by Rie Ties md. “yoy wit othe en ed 
cay ‘bog ai dyaie’ YO youktupier 8, aM bit 
see enw yds ete ik atte (nenseQ ‘Ug woe) BOW 
ise bat dpilt atroitecigiy femme’ ‘to ted 
tel aeosly at K uae Pos “es ) 





Grand Avenue looking cast from Monroe Street, Snow 
of 1898. 
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Street north from Grand Avenue. Snow 





of 1898. 
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The Big Blizzard of 1888 


In March, 1946, the: writer personally. inter- 
viewed Mr. John Lunger, 90 year old Washing- 
ton resident and a retired Lackawanna engineer 
who was the only surviving member of the crew 
for the five engine work train which was wrecked 
in the ‘cuv’ cast of Hackettstown when attempt- 
ing. to break through the drifts. My story was 
published in THE SPAR on March 7, 1916 and 
I will repeat it here as written: 

Many people still living in this locality well 
remember “Phe Big Blizzard of 1888.’ To those 
this story will bring back memories, and to 
others, a bit of local history. This snow and 
wind storm was considcred one of the worst 
ever experienced by this section of the country. 
It lasted several days and nights and did con- 
siderable damage. It caused five engines to be 
wrecked in- the Hacketts- 
town and one Washington man lost his life. 


railroad cut east of 
Several more were injured. ‘The crews of thre 
five engines were Washington men and thé sec- 
tion gang was from Hackettstown. 
The only one of the engineers sull living is 
John Lunger of Washington. We will try to 


involved 


tell the story as he relates ‘it. 


“I will never forget that experience. The 
storm started on Sunday might about 10 o'clock, 
March T1, 1888, and lasted throughout Sunday 
night, Monday, Monday uight and Tuesday. 
With the aid of high winds from the north the ~ 
snow. was. drifted in some places as high as 


twenty feet. At the time I was living at Port 


~Colden and on’ Monday morning about four 
.o’clock TE was awakened by a knocking on my 


front door. I proceeded to go down stairs and in 
opening the front door was astonished to find’ 
deep snow all around. A messenger was there 
and informed me that William Shields, then 
secuion superintendent of the railroad, wanted 


me to report lor duty at once. I dressed and 


made my way to the engine house at Washing- 


ton where | found Charles Baker, another engi- 
neer and two train crews awaiting me. We were 
to keep the tracks open from Washington’ to 


-Port Morris. After getting our two engincs ready 


we hooked them together and started. 

“We succeeded in getting the wack open as 
far as Port Morris and then started back to open 
the west bound track and arrived at Hacketts~. 
town late on Monday afternoon. Mr. Shields was 





Blizzard of 1888. Five engines and caboose wrecked in cut east of Hackettstown. 
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riding in the engine with me. There we found 
a train Joaded wath cattle which was stuck and 
we weré ordered to cross over to ‘the east bound 
track and act as pushers. We succeeded in get- 
ting the tram as far as Waterloo and there the 
show stopped us and we lay near the Waterloo 
station until the next morning. We then man- 
aged to get this train through to Port Morris. 
“After staying there a few minutés we were 
ordercd back to Washington and together with 
thrce other engines with their crews and a ca- 
boose, which contained about a dozen. men trom 


the Hackettstown section gang, we started down 


the west bound track. “Phe storm was still in all 
its fury and we arrived at Waterloo about ten- 
thirty that (Luesday) morning. “Phe cngineers 
and their engines were in the following forma- 
tion: First engine called “The Montclair’? was 
driven by Charles Baker, 1 drove the second one, 
then George Trimmer, Isaac Shiclds and Wil- 
isan Hill, the caboose followed. 

y Wel Gaine as lar as the ‘cut’ iiear the Bilby 


farm, east of Hackettstown and there the wreck: 


happened. The first four engines were totally 
wrecked and the fifth one left the rails. The 
caboose was the only ‘thing left on the track, 
My window in the cab was frozen shut and I 


had a hard time getting out of my engine. When - 


I freed myself some of the other men told me 
that Charles Baker was trapped in his cab under 
the reverse lever and was seriously injured. Hot 


water and steam: ran over and -around him and 
he was uncouscious when L rcached him. I went 
back to my cab and brought a shecp-skin, which 
l had used to sit on, and placed it under his 
head. Fle soon passed away. It was impossible to 
free hime as his leg was pinned down. 

“By that tame Dr. John Cook of Hacketts- 
town had aade his way to the wreck and was 
obliged to amputate Baker’s ley so that he could 
be removed from bencath the chgine. 


“kugene Bilby and his father drove a team of 
horses hooked to a farm sled down the Morris 
canal towpath to the Mitchell store at Hacketts- 
town, with Mr. Baker's body and several other 
badly injured men, and then on to the Amer- 
ican House hotel. May. Baker's body was. later 
taken on to his home at Washington. 


“Several days after the wreck it was. found 
that a considerable amount of sand had been 
blown trom an adjacent field together ‘with the 
snow. Also a large trec had been blown pardy 
across. the track which may have helped Lo cause 
the accident.” : : 

Total fall of snow in the blizzard of 1888 
was 20.9 inches; 60 miles an hour gales and 


temperature of 4.8 degree. The big snow of 


December 26, 1947 totaled 30 inches on the level 
and the snow of March. 8, 194 measured I1.5. 
In the hurricane of Nov. 25, 1950 the wind blew 


82 miles an hour with gusts up to 108 M. P. HI. 
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Hackettstown’s Newspapers 


‘The newspapers of Hackettstown have had 
amore or less varied career, both from the stand- 
point of politics and ownership. ‘The first news- 


paper published in this town was ‘The Family. 


Visitor” first issued in 1859 by Manning PF. Still- 
well. His printing establishment was located in 
UNION HALL, a name given the building on 
Main street at the castern corner of Liberty 
street. 

‘Lhis building is one of. the oldest on North 
Main street and from the first it Contained stores 
on the ground floor, living quarters on the 
second floor and the top floor was used for lodge 


meetings and other entertainments. “This was 


oy See es on RR eines RNR oe 


Hackettstown’s FIRST amusement hall and was 
the place used by many early traveling shows as 
well as town meetings. “This building was pur- 
chased in 1916 by Clayton Kostenbader. He had 
the third floor cntirely removed and the balance 
Now 
there are two stores on the ground floor and 


of the building rebuilt and modernized. 


living apartments on the second floor, 

In the early days it seemed to be hard for 
the owners of the Gazctte to arrive at a satis- 
factory name for the paper. The writer has in 
his possession many old newspapers and he finds 
thatéeni | L860) the “Gazette: swas:ecatled : “THE 
HACKETTSTOWN GAZETTE AND WAR- 





Old “Union Hall” building at Main and Liberty streets, Hackettstown Gazette was established here. 


Thomas Nolan (left). 
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Lewis Van Syckle (right). 
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Second Gazette location. 


REN DEMOCRAT.” 
WARREN GAZETTE” and then ‘“VHE:HACK- 
EP USTOWN: GAZETTE.” | 

Due to this changing of names it is hard to 
determine just when the Gazette business was 
first. established: For many years the paper has 
1856 but 
is) statcd that 


advertised that it was established in 


in a number-ol old historiés. it 


Manning Stillwell first published) the paper in . 


1853. In 1854, Stillwell sold out to Eben Winton, 
who in turn sold: the paper in 1861 to Godly & 
Able. In 1866, Eli W. Osmun purchased the 
paper and published it until his death in 1878, 
when his father Ziba Osmun took over the busi- 
ness. However on October 12, 1872, Eli Osmun 
had purchased a lot of Vhomas Shields, Jr., on 
Main street at what is now the corner of East 
Moore street, and the following spring (1873) 
erected a three story: building which is still 
_ standing. ‘This building today is occupied on 
the ground floor by Plate’s Jewelry store and 
Rosenson’s Variety store, 


Later it was called “THE - 
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Main and East Moore streets. 


When Osmun built this building in 1873, he 
moved his printing business into it occupying 
the ground floor for some years, and later moved 
the busimess to the second floor. You will note 
that this’ building was built very similar to 
Hall formerly 
Mr. Ziba Osmun died in 1882 and as the paper 


the Union Osmun occupied, 
was run down it was put up for sale at auction, 
It. was bought by Charles Rittenhouse who soon 
moved the business up on the other side.of Main 
sureet, now known as No. 168 Main street and 
presently occupied by Stewart Williams as a 
music and camera shop. : 
Upon the retirement of Mr. Rittenhouse the 


~paper was published by Win. S. Harper from 


1916 to 1917, when it was purchased by Alfred 
C. Walling. Upon his, retirement in, 1924, the 
paper was published for a few months by the 
Rev. Snowden and then it was sold to Cutler & 
Valentine. Phey continued to publish the 
Gazette until 1942, when.the business was pur-. 
chased by ‘The Hackettstown Gazette, Inc. In 
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1945, it was moved to its present location at No. 
106 East Moore street. Mr. D. Howard Moreau 
is president and H. Alan Painter is the publish- 
er and editor, “Phe paper has been greatly en- 
larged and improved by the present owners and 
is a credit to the town. 
* x * * 
(Charles Rittenhouse died Feb. 22, 1922. 
Alfred Walling died Apr. 30, 1929.) 
* * * * ’ 

The Hackettstown Herald was first establish- 
ed in 1872 by Tims and Neal but in a short time 
they sold out to L. G. Raymond. Within a few 
years Raymond sold to a man named Sawyer 
and he in turn sold to a man named Higgins. 
After a year or two of poor business Higgins 
left his wife and business and went West. Noth- 
ing more was ever heard from him. His wife, 
Lydia Higgins, ran the paper for a while and 
finally advertised it for sale in its own columns. 


As there seemed to be no ready buyer for the. 


paper Mrs. Higgins offered it for sale at public 
auction on February 9th, 1883. 

It was bid in and bought by Mr. S. Pierson 
Cook, a Hackettstown attorney-at-law. He at 
once changed the name of the paper to the 
“WARREN REPUBLICAN.” In five years, or 
1888, Cook sold the paper to Curtis Brothers. 
George P. Curtis was the editor. His other two 
brothers were financially intcrested in the paper, 
Dr. Joseph W. Curtis a local dentist and father 


of Dr. Olin Curtis of Hackettstown and Dr. 


Frank W. Curtis: of Stewartsville, N. aT. They 
continued to publish the. Warren Republican 


until about 1919, when Alfred Walling, then - 


owner of the Gazette, bought it out and closed 
the business. “Vhissended the career of another 
old Hackettstown business. 


The Curricr-Post) was another newspaper 


which was started here some few years . ago. 
Joseph Sherry and Richard Gruendyke were in- 
terested in this venture which lasted. only a 
few years. “They seemed to publish a very good 
paper but for some reason or other it was dis- 
continued after a few years of publication. 


BURIED ALIVE AT GC. G.I. 


“ ‘Duke’ McMann was very seriously injured, 


and narrowly escaped with his life, in an acci-. 
dent at the Institute Monday morning. He was. 
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at work in a ditch possibly ten feet deep in a 
new-made and: not entirely compact ground in 


‘the rear of the new buildings. John Bird was in 


charge of the ditching work, and McMann called 
to. him for some instructions. When Bird reached | 
the edge of the ditch he saw the earth loosen 
and shouted a warning to McMann, 

“He barely got straightened up before he 
was buried beneath two. ton or more of earth. 
The loosened and: water-soaked earth extended 
eighteen inches above his head and it ‘took his 
companions but a few minutes to remove the 
earth about his head and enable him-to breathe. 
Dr. Van Syckle was sent for and when he was 
taken out of the ditch it was found that he was 
badly scratched and bruised from his head to - 
his feet and that his left*arm was broken. 

“His life was saved only. by the opportune 
and accidental presence of Mr. Bird above him 
when the cave-in occurred. Had he not straight- 
enced up at Bird’s hasty call his back might have 
been broken by the awful weight of earth.” 

Vhis accident happened in 1903 and the 
above is copied from local paper published at 
that time. Many people’ living in this town 
today must remember “Duke” McMann, as well 
as John Bird and Dr. Alvin Van Syckle. John 
Bird was the ancestor of several families -by 
that name living here at this date, 
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Third location of Gazette at No. 168 Main Street. 
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Old Street Sprinkler. Dorie Barker (1900). 
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Beginning of the Twentieth Century — 


THE SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC 
IN HACKETTSTOWN, N. J. 

On December 1, 1901, a Hackettstown young 
man by the name of John (Pizzel) Voepher Jr., 
“drove a team. of horses from here to 
They had been sold by a local livery to a truck- 
man in the latter city and ‘PVoepher was making 
delivery. He stayed in Newark several days and 
then came back home. He lived with his father 


‘and brothers and sister at what is now the Cen-~ 


tral House at 251-Main street. His father, John 
Toepher, Sr., conducted a bakery at this location 
for many years pl evious to this date. 

By December 15th ‘Poepher was all broken 
out with a rash which local doctors diagnosed as 
chickenpox. Within a few days other members 
of ‘Voepher’s family and several outsiders had 
contracted the same disease. On Christmas day 
1901 it was discovered that what was going the 


rounds in our town was smallpox. On Dee. 19th 


and 20th ‘Voepher distributed hand bills to a 
crowded house Lull of people who had assembled 
at what was then Luce’s Opera House to witness 
a show being put on as a benefit for the firemen 
of the town. This location is now known as 
No. 265 Main street. 

At that time Mr. William M. Everitt, a very 
fine genucman, was not only mayor of the town 
but also President of the Board of Health. By 
January first, there were some twenty defined 
cases of smallpox and more being discovered 
every day. Mr. Everitt immediately appointed 
Dr. L. Gook Osmun as official physician and 
asked Dr. Frank M. Cook to go trom house to 
house and vaccinate every person, which he did 
in a very thorough mainer. r 

All cases were quarantined, the ‘Pown Hall 
was fitted up as an isolation hospital lor amen 
and a. temporary hospital was built on the west 
end of ‘Warren street for women. ‘Vhe Public 


School and the Centenary Collegiate Institute 


and all churches were closed. For several weeks 
no mail was allowed to Icave the town and 
guards were posted on the roads: approaching 
the town. 


Newark... 
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The writer has every reason to remember the 
details of this, the greatest calamity that ever 
overtook Uus community. At that time L.was in, 
high school, delivered papers, and any Facher 
being a funcral director, helped to bury the 
dead in the middle of the night. “Poepher also 
delivercd papers and at one time he brushed 
olf some smallpox scales over my clothes, saying 
that he “was getting new, skin,” but at that time 
he did not know what he had. Naturally I ‘got 
iv later but in a very light form, Can remember 
being deathly sick for some time. 

A male nurse from Morristown. by the. name 
of George Butcher was employed to take care 
of the men at the ‘own Hall—Salary, ten dol- 
Jars a day. Phat was terrific in those days, Alter 
the quarantine. was lifted Butcher went on a 
‘dead drunk’ for several days. Said he had never 
had the smallpox and that was his secret. ‘Two 
female nurses from Newark, Miss Dexter -and 
Miss Zimmerman looked alter the women in the 
‘pest house’ on Warren street, 

It was a tough time for Hackettstown—imiay 
it never happen again. By April 1, 1902, things 
were getting back to normal. “Vhe silk mill, hat” 
factory and other industrics that were obliged 
to close during this period, went back to work. 

In recent years there have been all manner _ 
of statements published about the number of 





Smallpox Isolation hospital on Warren street (1902). 
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cases of smallpox and the deaths. Vhere were 
one hundred and thiry-two. cases all told aad 
seven deaths. Following is a list of deaths and 
in order as they died: John ‘Voepher Sr., died 
Jan. 4, 1902, age unknown; Daniel Wire, died 
Jan. 13, 1902, aged 26° years; Eddie Emmons, 
dicd Jan. 14, 1902, aged. 22 years; Cora ‘I oepher, 


died Jan, 19, 1902, aged 23 years; Schooley Giles, . 


‘died Feb. 8, 1902, aged 75 years; Ann Brown, 
died Feb. 12, 1902, aged 56 years; Anna May 
Baggot, died March 10, 1902, aged 5 months. 

The Rey. W. M. Mitcham of the St. James 
Episcopal church volunteered to give the burial 
service at the grave for each one who died with 
the smallpox, thus exposing himself and his 
family to a- great risk. 


THE BOYS’ BRIGADE 
This organization of about forty boys rang: 
ing in age from ten to filteen’ years came imto 
the limelight about 1899, Tt was orgaimized and 
drilled by Mh. Aa Johnson, who was then 
principal of the Hackettstown Public Schools. 
_ This was strictly a junior military. organiza- 
tion with each boy wearing a uniform consist- 
ing of cap, Coat, trousers and leggings. For drill- 
ing, each had an imitation gun which was made 
of wood and could fire a cap similar to those 

used on Civil War muskets. 
Several afternoons a weck, after school hours, 
Mr. Johnson would teach the boys the manual 
olf arms and different drills. Vhis outfit was a 


credit to the town every time it would appear ° 


on parade, such days as Memorial Day, fourth 
of July, etc, 

The officers were as follows: Captain, Walter 
Howell; Licutenant, Rea “Primmer; Sergeant, 
William Coléman; Bugler, Floyd ~ Martenis; 
Drummer, Ellis Wade. 

In the summer of 1900; the whole brigade 
went to Budd) Lake ‘camping for two  wecks. 
They had several large tents erected on Sand 
Shore. One was the cook’s tent, another was 
the dining tent and sull another large tent was 
where the boys. slept. ‘There were four cor- 
panies, cach with a corporal and cach was put 
on ‘guard duty’ for a period of three hours at 
a time. vay 

The chief cook’ was ‘Charlie. Van Dorn, a 


colored man from Beatystown who had served’ 


in the Civil War. The assistant cook was Ed- 
ward Cannon, a Hackettstown youth, 

There was much swimming and boating 
done when the boys were not cngaged in .some 
other duty. :\ll had a very good time and it 
Was something that was long remembered by all 
ol the boys. , ; 

Following ts i ;partial list of the members 
as compiled from memory by Walter Flowell: 
Will Atwood, John Ashley, «Austin Burrell, 
George Bell, Gus Brant, Leonard Buell, Russell 
Bageot, William Baggot, Claude Cook, Edward . 


Cannon, Warren Coleman, William Coleman, 


Oscar Cline, Rusling Brown, Earl Deremer, 
Paul Everitt, Isaac Everitt, Walter Howell, Den- 
ton Johnson, Charles Johnson, Floyd Martenis, 
Carr Martin, Harold Nunn, George Neighbour, - 
Martin Pendy, Reucl McCracken, William Rit 
tenhouse, Egbert Rittenhouse, Charles Snuth, 
Dorie ‘Voepher, Willis “Titman, Rea Trimmer, 
Fred “Vaylor, Floyd Vogel, Clarence Vescelius 
and Ellis Wade: 

On Saturday, July 21, 1900, the boys return. 
ed home from their camping at Budd Lake and 


that evening they were given a reception by 
Mrs. William HH. Ashley. 





Boys Brigade or High School Cadets Uniform (1900). 
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Hackettstown’s Old Residents 


MOORE AND EVERITT FAMILIES 


William Moore, one of the early settlers of 
Hackettstown resided in a house fronting on 
Main street at the 
street. Directly opposite was the home of Dr. 
Silas Cook; his daughter married a Mr. Porter 


southern corner ol Moore 


and the Porter’s occupied this home in after 
years and well into the 20th century. 


Moore street was named for William Moore, 


who at one time, owned most of the land going 
back to Washington strect. The Moore home- 
stead still stands at the of Main and 
Moore streets, with stores built out in front of 
it. William Moore had a brother Joscph Moore, 


corner olf 


and two daughters. Attached to the Moore home 
was. a shop whcre William carried on his trade 
of cabinetmaker. He made chairs, cupboards, 
tables and —collins. In those days when a man 
died the undertaker would measure the body 
‘and go to a local cabinetmaker and have him 
make a coffin to fit the body. 

Other early setders were William and Elijah 
Everitt, who came here trom Everittstown in 
Hunterdon County. Phese two brothers niarried 
the two Moore sisters and settled down in Hack: 
eltstown to raise their families. Elijah Everite 
lived on Moore street and was the father of 
Milton Everitt, harness maker here for years; and 
Amecha Everitt (Paul) who later lived in the 
Elijah Everitt homestead on Moore strect. 

William Everitt lived in a large home next 
to the Hackettstown National Bank. In after 
years this was the home olf Jehile Hildebrant 
and in later years it was moved back on the 
lot and now stores are built out in front of the 
home. William Everitt,-Sr., conducted a cloth- 
ing store in the building at the corner of Main 
street and Grand avenue. He was not a tailor, 
but did have some custom built clothes made 
for special customers. Miss Laura Dow’s mother 
was a seamstress and was employed by Mr. Ever- 
itt in his store. Afterward this same store was 
occupied by “Vhomias Shiclds as a clothing store 
and later by his son Marvin Shields. 


eed 


Willian: Everitt Sr. had four sons ‘and two 
daughters. ‘Phe sons were William Moore Ever- 
itt (fr..) David, George and James. William 
Moore Everitt was born in the Main street home 
on April 15, 1838. When he was 23 years. old 
he was cominissioned a Lieutenant in Correll’s 
Engineers (Civil War) but upon the sudden 
death of his father he was obliged to stay home 
and he did not serve. After settling his father’s 
estate he studied civil engineering under a Mr. 
Noble who surveyed for the Morris & Essex 
R. R. Co. Everitt helped survey for the railroad 
between Washington and the Delaware Water 
Gap. Later he was engineer in charge of build- 
ing the Bloomfield’ branch for the railroad com-- 
pany. He then served as agent for the Company 
at Morristown and was assistant agent at Hobo- 
ken. He later came to Hackettstown as freight 
agent. When the railroad first came to Hacketts- 
town im 1854 Mr. William Everitt 
was the first agent here for a short time. Elis 


his father 


son William Moore Everitt was only sixteen 
years old at this time. 


Mr. William Moore Everitt was onc of the 
most. active and influential men in this town 
for many years. Fle was active in getting the 
original brick school built on Washington street 
and was a member of the first Board of Educa- 
tion. 

He was a imember of the first Board of ‘Vrus- 
tecs of the Union Cemetery Association and was 
President from 1889 untul his death. He was an 
organizer and President of the Hackettstown 
Electric Light Company for many years. For - 
many years he was a director of the Hacketts- 
town National Bank and of the Hackettstown 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He served on 
the Town Council and was Mayor of the town 
and President of the Board. of Health, both, 
during the town’s “darkest days” of the small- 
pox cpidemic, 

Mir. \Withiany M. Everite married Miss Ma- 
ulda Sletor of Easton, Pa., and they had one 
daughter Virginia, who married Maurice John- 
son and resides in Philadelphia, Pa. “The Ever- 
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112 YHE STORY OF HACKELVISTOWN 


itts built a home on High street at the corner 
of Franklin sweet, now known as No. 200 High 
strect, and lived there for many years. 

-Willtam Moore Everitt, a fine citizen anda 
~ gentleman, served this town faithfully for many 
years and diced at hus home on High street on 


July 30th 1913, at the age of 75 years. He is | 


buried in the Union Cemetery at Hackettstown. 


OLDEST MAN 


John Kipp began life tn an Alins House and 


fate decreed him to die in onc. Within four: 


months of his 104 birthday he died it. the War- 
ren County) Almshouse on ‘Thursday night 
August 25th, 1910: It was the old anan’s fate to 
be an inmate of a charitable institution near the 
beginning and at the end of his life. Hle was born 
at Pen Clift, Long Island, now a part ol Brook- 
lyn, December 6, 1806. When he was ning years 
old he ran away from home. He became ex- 
hausted upon the road and was taken to an alms- 
house by the man who picked him up. When 
twelve years old Kipp was bound out to a farm- 


er and finally drifted to Middletown, N.. Y.;. 
from there to Newton and later on to Elacketts- - 


town. 

In Kipp’s day being ‘bound out’ meant 
just this: his father would sign un agreement 
with, in this case a farmer, whereby the boy 
would go to live with the farmer and work for 
him as the farmer wished. ‘Phe.boy in turn would 
have a home and be supplied with clothes and 
food, and what clse the -larmer might) see. fit 
to give him. Sometimes the boy (or girl) would 
be sent to school part of the time, -or maybe 
all of the time, this would depend wholly on the 
farmer. When the boy became of age he would 
automatically be given his total freedom. A boy 
or a girl ‘bound out’ in this manner would be 
called an ‘apprentice.’ 

“Daddy Kipp, as he. was known around 
Hackettstown, lived in this vicinity: for more 
than half a century, and it was not until jis 
house burned that he became a county charge 
in 1906; Fle owned four acres of ground and a 
little house, a short distance above the old canal 
bridge on the road to Vienna. ‘The ground he 
cultivated without any assistance and sold the 
produce to help make a living. In the winter 
he would black stoves for people, to make a 
little moncy. tne | 
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John (Daddy) Kipp. -Hackettstown’'s oldest: man—10d, 





He was a small sized’ man, never weighing 
over 110 pounds, was greatly bent over and had 
long white whiskers. When he was a hundred 
years old he helped in building a reservoir at 
the county almshouse. He fell and broke his 
hip about two years belore Ais death and from 
then had to. spend his time, in bed. During his 
last year his faculties failed rapidly. 

As aboy L remember hin well. Fle was quite, 
a character in this town and was often seen on 
the strects with an old potato sack slung over 
his shoulder. Ile would bring produce that he 
had raised to the local stores and get groceries 
ithe Leatcle.” ee 

Up until the last year ol his life. his mind 
was clear and he remembered his long life down 
through his years. Kipp stated that he drank, 
smoked ind chewed all his. first contury ol life, 
but on the second one he gave up these habits 
and substituted peppermint candy. Hes was pas- 


-sionately fond of this kind of swects, 


The aged man always held that he was en- 


-titked to be rated with the millionaires of the 
country, and that property owned by his father 
is now a wealthy part of Brooklyn. Fricnds had 
taken steps to secure the inheritance for the aged. 
man, and his ancestry had been traced back sev- 
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eral centuries. However his death put a stop to 
all of this. So.cnded Daddy Kipp, who was the 
oldest man in this vicinity. May YOU live to a 
ercater old age. . 
OLDEST LADY ~ 

A direct descendant of Alexander. Hamilton, 
first Secretary of the “Treasury in President 
George Washington’s cabinet, Miss Carrie Ham- 
ilton was born June 7th, 1813, at Germany 
Flats, then a settlement near Newton. She was 
a daughter of James A. Hamilton and Lila 


Lyon Elamilton. When Miss Hamilton was four 


years old, or in 1847, her family moved to a 
farm in Allamuchy, ‘Vhis farm is “now known 
as the Panther Ledge farm and is a part of the 
estate of Lt. Commander Clendenin J. Ryan. 
From that time Miss Hamilton continued as a 
resident of Warren County—a period of 98 
years, 

In 1851 her father became proprictor of the 
American House, in) Hackettstown, which has 
since been razed, and the family moved to this 
town. When he died the Hamilton's continued 
to live here. She was the seventh of cight chil- 


dren. Mr. Hamilton operated — the American - 


House only a short time before his death. Re- 
taining ownership of the Wiretown tarm, Mr. 
Hamilton had planned to erect a new home 
there and he had the frame all hewn betore he 
died. ‘Phis frame was later presented for the 
Methodist parsonage which still stands in Hack- 
ettstown, Instead of gome back to the farm the 
widow, built a house at No. 115 Grand avenue, 
being the second house from the Hotel Claven- 
don. Miss Hamilton and two of her sisters, Miss 
Ann Hamilton and Mars. Sarah Bernice Wood- 
rufl lived there for some time. “Vhe house is now 
occupied by Mrs. R. H. Woodruff. 

For many years Miss Elamulton was a teacher 
in the Hackettstown schools. She began at the 
age of 20 in a private school at what is now 
No. 209 High street. Later she became a primary 
teacher in the public school and when she re- 
tired some years later she was teaching the eighth 
grade. 

Miss Hamilton possessed a remarkable mem- 
ory until the time of her death. She recalled 
how the young men of the neighborhood 
marched off to join the Union Army at the 
outbreak of the Civil War in 1861——she was 
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then a girl of 18. Miss Carrie saw the beginning 
and end of four wars during her lifetime. She 
lived under the administration of twenty-three 
Presidents, or all except eight. 
She had been afhliated for seventy-two years 
With the “Prinity Methodist Church of Hacketts- 
town, She was a member of the Women’s Socicty 
for Christian: Service and also was a member 
of the Order of Eastern Star and an honorary 
member of the Hackettstown Women’s Club. 
She dicd in her sleep, in her 103rd year, at 
the home of a niece, Mrs. Peter Martin, between 
Allamuchy and ‘Tranquility. Rev. Alvin A. Jones 
pastor of the ‘Prinity. Methodist Church of 
Hackettstown preached her funeral and the 
burial was in Union Cemetery. 
P.S: I knew Miss Hamilton from the time 
I was a small boy—usced to live next door to 
her on Grand avenuc. She was a fine type of 
American womanhood. On her 100th birthday 
1 called on her to congratulate her. She pre- 
sented me with several old: pictures of early 
scliool teachers. Some are shown in this book. | 
 CRRON. 





Carrie Hamilton, tackettstown’s oldest lady—102. 
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Id HE STORY OF HAGKELES TOWN 


TWENTY-SEVEN HACKE rVYSTOWN 
OCTOGENARIANS 


On Vhursday evening June 25th, 1936, Mr. 
Al. Grierson) entertained twenty-seven “Old 
Folks” of Hackettstown by treating them to a 
_very fine dinner at his new restaurant, located 
on Main strect at the corner of Liberty street. 
All of the guests were cighty years of age or 
older. Miss Caroline Hamilton, 93, the oldest 
present, acted as toastnaster, She spoke briefly, 


stating that she knew nearly all ol those attend-- 


ing. She told how: she had come to Hacketts: 
town when she was but cight years old. She 
thanked the host in behalf of all those gueSLS 
present, and for the invitation extended by Mr. 
Grierson to come back again on June 25, 1937, 
one year later. 


Entertainment was provided by Miss Marie 
Dailey who sang “Darling, PF Am Growing Old- 
er.” Elarry Neighbour and Harold Nunn played 
several piano duets. Local merchants gaye a 
memento to cach of the guests and members 
of the Kiwanis Club donated their cars and 
services to Wansport the guests to and. from: the 
restaurant. 


‘Those present who were guests of Mr. Gricr- 


son were as lollows: ‘Phomas Cannon, 81; Lhom- 


as Grogan, 81; George Force, 81; Robert Petty, - 


BOs.) Wil abel Benttyyy Bi; Lowisa » Osmun,. 84: 


Vheresa Grogan, 81;. Andrew J. Sutton,, 90; 


George W. Ayers, 88; Jacob Beatty, 83; Carrie 
Hummer, 893° OvcA, Hummer, 88: Charles N. 
Wade, 82; Nathan Klotz; 87; William D. ‘Vrim- 
mer, 80; Luther Parks, 83; John C. Kennedy, 
80;, Mrs. Morris Blackwell, 84; Morris Black- 
well, 89; Ruth Hibler, 89; Hulda E. Nunn, 89; 
Sidney Hall, 85; Anna W. Vhomas, 82; George 
Buc Bveritive 852, Mass George lei veri tt,..85; 
‘Emma Plummicr, 88; Almeda Young, 85; and 


‘Miss Caroline Hamilton, 93. Their average age 


was 85 years. 

Mir. Al. Grierson was well known in Hack- 
ettstown, having been previously employed for 
many years by the New Jersey Power and Light 
Co., as local manager. All of the “Old ‘Vimers” 
mentioned above have since passed away. Mr. 
Grierson later moved to Pennsylvania, | 


OLD NEWS IPEMS | 
OF HACKETTSTOWN 
DrceEMBER 2, 1858 

Phe banks of the Morris Canal gave, way 
last might near Drakesville, carrying away a 
dwelling house in which were a woman and 
three children. “Vhey were all drowned. 

A public mecting was called in the Metho- 
dist Church to arrange for a Fourth of July cele- 
bration, 

Gardner, Mitchel and Co., a firm. now en- 


gaged in the bottling business in this town in- 


tend to erect a brewery near Latele’s foundry. 


June 10, 1858. 

Wik. Wire has upward of twenty men em- 
ployed, in his Warrenville (Later called Wire- 
town) plow works. 


JUNE 24, 1859 

Nelson W. Cununines of Independence gives 
notice that he will prosecute: auyone harboring 
one Gcorve Shaw, an indentured apprentice at 
the farming business. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1859 

KE. D. Cramer has been awarded the prize, 
for the best family carriage at the recent county 
lair. 

Vhe “Union Club”) of ‘Hackettstown, of 
which D. W. Proomer and Charles Fairclo are 
the leaders, announces a ball in Union Hall. 


Harvey aud) Clark announce their purpose 


of crecting a steam eristmill near their canal 


store. 


JANUARY 27,.1859 
Dr. Rea’s smoke house was destroyed by fire 

Saturday fast, and a considerable amount of 

pork was cooked to order: at short notice, 


FEBRUARY 24, 1859 

The first annual ball of Relict Co. No. 2 will 
be held at Robert Little’s Hotel, Friday March 
Oth, dancing to start at %:3000'clock. 

Archibald Price, for the accommodatron of 
the good folks of this borough, has opened an 


oyster suloon on Mechanic street. 


Aprit 8, 1859 

‘Town inceting was held at the Warren House 
for the purpose of naming a tucket for Town 
olhicers. Reading Bell was nominated lor Mayor; 
Alpheus Clawson for Clerk; Johu S$. Little tor 
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Assessor; Williany Allen lor collector; G. H, Val- 
enune for Frecholder. Phey voted to pay men 
for working on the roads $1.12. a diay. 


Aprit 16, 1861 

FE. D. Cramer is giving. steady employment 
to 22 hands and -turnine out four carriages a 
week. 
~ OW. LL. McWilliams wants ten journeymen 
shoemakers to work on heavy work. 


Col. Valentine appointed Charles M. Faar-- 


clo as Quartermaster, in place of George Wilson. 


OcToBeR 31, 1861 
Silas S. Harvey sent the Editor a keg of ale. 


Ocroper 31, 1861 . 

Hattie “Sourers, 'Box’.21, “Hackettstown, "a 
young lady of education and refinement, desires 
to enter into correspondence with some young 
gentleman of same qualities, with a view to 
matranony, 


OcroBER 18, 1866 

Dan Rice’s great show will appear at Hack- 
ettstown on the 8th. ‘Phe Gazette invites all 
delinquent out-of-town subscribers to call and 
settle up before attending the show. . 

D. M. Young offers for sale a herd of horses, 
mules and sheep. 

A mad dog passing thru the town bit Mr. 
Gulick of North Hackettstown and also some 
poultry up in “Dublin.” 

On Monday a burglar entered the residence 
of Mr. Ziba Osmun, in the absence of the fuimily, 
and stole a watch and immediately made his 
escape. He was scen and followed to  Beattys- 
town, where he surrendered and gave up the 
property, without resistance. 


OcrosBer |, 1863 

A collision between a passenger excursion 
train from Newton and a freight train on the 
~ Morris & Essex railroad near Waterloo occurred 
on Wednesday. Woodhull Ammerman, of this 
place, was scriously injured and bruised. He 
was a brakeman on the freight train, 


OcroBer 1, 1863 

Captain “Vhomas J. Halsey, of Company E, 
Lith New Jersey Regiment, who was wounded 
at the Batlle of Chancellorsvillc, has been pro- 
moted to Major of the Regiment. He. resides 
at (52) Main street. 
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Charles M. ‘Vitus will pay 8 cents per pound 
for beel hides delivered at his tannery at White 
Hall. , 

NOVEMBER 26, 18603 - 

Mr. Abel calls the young men who congre- 
gate in dront of the Methodist church Sunday 
night’s “the devil’s pickets.” 

Mis William McCracken has taken charge 
of the Warren “House. i 
APRIL, 23, 1868 

One ol Elackettstown’s belles has boasted 
that she ate twelve’ hard) boiled eggs. for her 
breaklast. é 
Aprit 30, 1868 

A baseball club known as the “Star Club” 
was reorganized and the following officers clect- 
ed: President, Lewis B. Heed;) Vice President 
Joseph’ D. Klotz; Secretary S. Pierson Cook; 
‘Vreasurer, O. V. Lozicr; Directors, J. S. Stewart 
and George ‘TP. Everitt. 

C. HH. Albertston of. Vienna, offers his prop- 
erty lor sale on the corner of Mill and Water 
streets, nearly opposite the Brick Mill and’ oc- 
cupied by Hugh Menagh, 

OcroBer 18, 1866 

A Grand Ball for the benefit of two un- 
fortunate friends and neighbors who met with 
serious losses by. fire, will take place at Union 
Hall on ‘Vhursday cvening Oct. 25th. Charles 
Hairhouse is chairman. 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1874 : 

Mr. John Carr, the luniberman has broken 
ground tor a new house on High street, corner 
of Lumber street. It is to be 36 x 38 feet, gothic 
style, and to be completed by the first of April. 
FEBRUARY 12, 1870 

During a severe snow storm and heavy. gale 
on ‘LPuesday the tin roof of the Warren House 
was blown oll. . 


1870's 


Dr. S. CG. Cook, one of the aldest citizens” 
died at his home on Main street on ‘Vhursday. 
He began practicing medicine here 58 years ago, 

The books of the Hackettstown Mining Com- 
pany were opened and the sum of $30,000 was 
subscribed. ; 
Marcu 8, 1873 

It has been suggested that-a new county be 
sect up, known as Musconetcong, from parts of 
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Warren and Morris, and that Hackettstown be 
the county seat. 
January 1, 1876 
Mr. Charles Downs has opened a singing 
school at Pleasant Grove with good results. 
‘Phe thermometer on New Year’s Day in sev- 
eral places in Hackettstown marked 80 degrees, 
Mr. W.S. Giles spent New Year's day in plow- 
Ing new Plackettstown. : 


November 2, 1872 

Robert A. Cole and Miss Athalia Tamilton, 
were married on ‘Puesday, 29th. ‘Phe happy 
couple are enjoying a visit to Washington, D.C. 

A committee has been appointed by the 
Trustecs of the Presbyterian. Church to canvass 
the town and vicinity for subscriptions toward 
placing the old eraveyard In aw respectable con- 
cHtion, 
Aucusr 2, 187+ 

Jesse Bilby has opened a vegetable market 
in the old post office building and solicits the 
patronage of hus tricnds. 
~The Pacific Base Ball Club of Hackettstown 
visited Chester on “Puesday and was defeated 
vo to Ta Ao ust Dickerson was the Wnpire, 
Ocrower 13, 1874 
| Poot Barhuns “Great. “Pravehng * Wornts 
Fair’ was exhibited in Fackettstown on ‘Tues- 
day October 13th, 


Aprit. 10, 1875 

Morris Wade has arranged to ercet five honres 
on his property in the rear of the Gazette build- 
ing. (Later called Wade's Row, now Lalayctte 
strect) Charles N. Wade has entered. into a 


partnerhip with his father. ‘The firm will be- 


known as Morris Wade and Son, 
NFAY 22, 76/5 


William Everitt will erect a splendid man- 


sion on his lot on High street the coming sum- 


“mer. (Later the American Legion Frome) 

White clay of a fine quality has been found 
on the farm of William Vliet, just below Hack- 
ettstown, and thought by competent men to-be 
very Valuable. ‘Phe clay is used principally in 
making fine china. 
SEPTEMBER 2, 1874 

The contract lor laying the stone walk’ on 
Church street, has been awarded to J. M. Weld- 
en, of Rahway. His figures are 24 cents per 
square foot, cobbling 2 cents a square foot. 


MARCH 10), 1882 


Dives aiek 5 
J. He Vescelius Opens a new store at the cor- 


ner of Main and Moore streets, 


MPARCH 10, [882 

Wanted: “‘Veams to haul iron ore from the 
Cramer: Mine at SIXty cents a ton. Apply at 
olfice ol Warren Furnace. James Collins, Super- 
Intcndcut. 3 
MARCH 2-44, 1882 

‘Thomas B. Howell has renvoved. his oyster, 
ice Cream and confectionery business across the 
street, lo. the rooms formerly occupicd by Mr. 
Weeks, next to Johnson’s shoe store, 

MarcH 24, 1882 

Positive bargains at Van Horn & Osniun’s: 
Heavy muslin 8 cents; elegant calicos 5 & 6 cents: 
good corsets at 25 cents; fine kid gloves 40 certs 
a pair, 

Charles Carpenter announces himself as auc. . 
ioncer. Those wishing lus services will -call on 
him at R. QO. Bowers’ foundry. 
Marci 2-4, 2882 

Mr. George Everitt, Express ‘Messenger, 1s 
confined to his house with the mumps. We hope 
George will have them on both sides, 

1882 


‘Phe members of the Cataract Hose Company 


MARCH 2-4 
have one of the cosiest fitted’ up rooms in this 
place, where they -cnjoy, themsclyes evenings in 
social conversation and other innocent amuse- 
ments. Long live the Cataract boys. 

John N. Sharp has. the best coffee in the 
state, Give him a call and try his collec. Store, 
corncr’ Main and Willow Grove. streets, Opp. 
Warren House. 

JANvaARY: 20, 1882: Notice is hereby given 
that application wilk be made to the Legislature 
of the State of New Jersey at its next. session 


for the passage of a law to have the borough of 
Hackettstown taken from: the county of Warren 


and- attached to the county of Morris. 


January 20,° 1882 

Mi. Lewis J. Youngblood, superintendent, . 
deserves great credit for the neat and lasty man- 
ney in which the Union Cemeter y vrounds are 
kept up: 

The public schools of a number of counties 
throughout the state are fumigated twice a week, 
as a precaution against diphtheria. 
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We are glad to learn that Mr. Samuel Frome 
intends to lease the Clarendon House tor anoth- 
er year. 
ee a Hackettstown Cornet Band have sold 
their fine wagon to F. Smith. 

If your coal fire is*low, throw on a teaspoon 
full of salt and it will help it very much, 

Sleigh riding partics are very popular. 
1890's 

ExMayor Reese has constructed and stocked 
a series of trout ponds on the King farm that 
are Interesting as an experiment. 

Dr. Cox has leased the Driving Park (now 
Park avenue) lor a year, and will begin at once 
to build ten or a dozen stalls onthe grounds. 
(his driving park was used for some years 
for horse racing and later was used for bicycle 
races). 

DECEMBER 22, 1899 

The young friends of Misses “Villie and 
Bertha Smith gave them a delightful surprise 
at their home on Moore street last’ Friday eve- 
ning. 

“May 51H, 1899: The Board of Education, 
Jast night by a practically unanimous vote re- 
employed Supervising Principal Johuson and 
all the teachers. Prot. Ward's salary was raised 
from $50. to $55. per month. and Prof. Jones 
from $40. to $50. a month, — 

W. W. Porter and family have taken  pos- 
session of their stunmer home on the Wagner 
farm, 

JUNE 18, 1897 

The local ‘market has been stocked with 
Great Meadows strawberries this weck. 5 cents 
a quart basket. Six baskets for 25 cents. 

June 18, 1897 ' 

Eighty cents will buy a pair of Oxtord. ties 
at F. E. Wade’s shoe store. M.S. Neighbour has 
the best line of wheels in town, for sale or rent- 
ing. Dr. Case is sclling a good set of teeth for 
six dollars. Jacob D. Reidinger Jr., Barber, 
Shields Bldg. Shaving 10 cents. 

FEBRUARY 25, 1897 

AU very: pleasant social event of the season 
was the reception given by Frank C. Everitt, at 
his home on Grand avenue, last Thursday eve- 
ning, ‘Phe occasion was his 2Ist birthday, Each 
guest represented a proverb and many were 
unique. Mr, Robert S. Price presented him, in 
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behalf of his parents with a gold watch and 
chain. Caterer ‘Thomas B. Howell served. re- 
freshments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cortland B. McCracken gave a 
large reception at their home on .High street 


-this evening. 


Morris Bird exhtbited a very large beaver 
caught in his traps in the Musconetcong Sun- 
day night. 

George Rodda who skipped a few years ago, 
leaving his butcher business here and deserting 
his wilc, was in town on ‘Vuesday. Ele expressed 
regret over his folly and a desire to be reconciled 
with his family. ° 

G. Harry Gibbs assures his friends that he 
has -become the owner of the Warren House 
property by purchase trom Mr. Fairchild. 


NOVEMBER 24, 1899 

Mis. W. M. Everitt will act as patroness of 
a recepuion to be given in the Stitzer building 
on next Wednesday evening. A jersey City 
orchestra will furnish the music. 

The annual football game of the C. C, 1. and 
Blair Hall will be played on the Institute cam- 
pus Saturday afternoon. Blair Hall's second 
team was defeated by the High School team last 
weck. 


NOVEMBER 24, 1899 | 

In the state pool tourncy played last night, 
Mike Dolan, of Hackettstown, regarded by many 
as the best exponent of pool in the state, easily 
outplayed Sneden and McDonall. Dolan’s con- 
trol of the cue ball was. wonderlul. It moved 
around the table like a bit of delicate mech- 
auisi. 


NovemMBER 17, 1899 


Phe ladics of the Presbyterian church will 
vive a chicken and buckwheat-cake supper in 
the church next ‘Phursday evening. ‘Vhe price 


“as. 30 cents and the public is invited. (Lhose 


were the days!) 


FEBRUARY 25, 1898 


Charlie Rittenhouse says: “If a doctor makes 


“a mistake, he buries it; if a merchant makes a 


miustake, he never tells it; if a lawyer makes a 
mistake, he crawls out of it; but—if an editor 
makes a mistake he puts it on paper for the 
world to look at.” 
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1900's 

Frank H. Kinsey is with the Lafayette base- 
ball team on its southern trip. 
Marcu 24, 1905 ; 

The Bureau of Labor and. Statistics show 
these interesting figures pertaining to the Mor- 
ris and Essex railroad: Average wages per day 
for conductors) $3.57; of engineers $3.76; of 
1; of firemen $2.28. Number. of 


YQ 


brakemen $2.5 
persons employed 6,100. 

Charles M. Howell and family of Brooklyn, 
will move back here next weck, and take pOs- 
session of their Plavwe street home. 


"Phe -Pinochle Club was entertained — this 
week ‘by John C. Sharp. ‘The prizes were won 
by Mrs'C. BY MeGrackeny airs. “VP. G. Plate: Jr., 
H. Ferguson and Frank Quimby. 


‘Thirteen dollars a month scems small pay 
for a soldier but other mations pay soldiers: as 
follows: Ausumia 73 cents; France $1.74 a month 
Germany $2.50; Great Britain $7.14; Japan 60 
cents; Russia 12 cents. 

Following ads appear March 24, 1905: Fresh 
shad, Jefterson Lake; Sunnyside House, Daniel 
Maxwell; George Skinner, painter and paper 
hanger; Junk wanted, B. Feldman; Fancy Gro- 
ceries, Mattison & Barker. 


Ocroper 25, L901 . 

‘Pheodore Barker has purchased the William 
Ayers farm. He has formed a partnership with 
- Lester ‘Punnison and will retam a hall toterest 
in the street sprinkling business. 


Ocrower 25, 190) 

Cashier Robert Cole is driving a very toppy 
team of seal brown amares he picked up in 
“northern New York State. 


OcroBper 25,1901 

Paul Everitt, a member of the High School 
football team, had his collarbone broken in a 
game -on the Institute grounds on ‘Vuesday. 


JuNrE 22, 1900 


There will be interesting: speed contests on. 
the Hackettstown Driving Park on July. dth, 


1900. 
Arthur Ackley and Simon Wade haye taken 
the cutvance examinations at Princeton Univer: 


sity. 


June 22, 1900 

Miss Martin, of the High School faculty, will. 
spend the sumer at her home in Vermont, She 
will be accompanied by her niece, Miss Lela 
Marun., 


Jun 22, 1900 

Principal Johnson is arranging to spend 
two weeks tn camp at Budds Lake with the High 
School cadets. Prof, Johnson has established a 
fecling ol comradeship and mutual interest 'be- 
tween himself and his scholars, that is most 
helpfal mi its imftluence. 


JuNE 22, 1900 

Councilmen Shiclds and ‘Phomias are to be 
commended for their opposition to the location 
of the new municipal building on Moore surcet. 
The location is condemned by every considera- 
Won or public convenience and public improve- 
ment. 


June 22, 1900 

Rev. J.C. Chapimaim-owns and is using with 
a great deal of pleasure a locomobile. It is the 
first car owncd in this vicihity and cis attract 
ing a great deal of, attention. He left ‘Larry- 
town, N. Y., on Monday at noon with his ‘horse- 
less vehicle and arrived in Hackettstown in time 
for his evening meat, 

There will be no graduating class. in the’ 
High Schoolnext year. “Vhe Board of Education 
have wiscly determined to add another year to 
the High School, course. . 

1901: The Salmon Eleating Company have. 
the contract for placing onc of their beating 


“plants in the ‘Tranquility church, 


‘The Alexander Campbell Milk Co, has pur- 
Chased trom EK. M. Osmun and John C. Green, 
all of the Smoothing-iron lot above the “Vhomas 
Kelly property on High street, to the railroad, 
The company will at once begin the erection 
of a modern creamery. on the tact, 


May 30, 1901 


The latest lad in town ts the “molasses feed.” 
Pen young men and their girls sit in Opposite 
rows blindfolded, “Vhe girls teed their partners 
molasses from a spoon and the girl who doesn’t 
ect the swect stulf all over the follow’s nose and 
mustache is cutithed to the prize. 

1929; Phe Alfred Sully niansion on Schooley’s 


Mountain was totally destroyed: by lire in 1929, 
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~ Hackettstown 


Hackettstown was ancorporated as a borough 
mn 1853 and its first olicers were as 
John B. Mucklow,: Clerk; William S. Ritten- 
house, Assessor; Tsaac Shiclds, Collector; Mem: 


follows: 


bers of the Common Council were: Plenry H. 
VanaAtta; Isaac W. Crane; Ephraim D. Cramer; 
David Shields; John S. Johnson and John Ss, 
Labar. Freeholder, Caleb H. Valentine. 


EIST. OF MAYORS 


1853 John B, Vitus 


1855 Robert Rusling 
1856 Henry “H. ~Vannatta 
1857. David V, GC. Grate 
1858 Nathan Stiger 
1859 Redding Bell 
1862 Alpheus Clawson 
1865 George W. Johnson 
1868 Redding Bell — 
1869 = David M. ‘Vriminer 
1871 Alpheus Clawson 
1873 Nelson H. Dikeman 
1878. Robert 5. Price 
1879 Augustus W. Cutler 
1881. Charles J. Reese 
1885. pAlvah CG. Van Syckle 
1886 Charles J. Reese 
1887 . Charles N. Wade 
1889 Daniel B. Harvey 
1891 < George W. Smith 
1895 Charles J. Reese 
1896 Jacob H. Beatty 
1899 Alden E; Martin 
1900 Jacob’H. Beatty 
190bh. \William’ M. Everitt - 
» 1902 Robert S. Price 
1903 Jacob H. Beatty 
1904. Frank M.-Cook 
(1905 Alvah C. Van Syckle 
1908 Elgin Ayers 
1909.) Win. J) Barker 


Public: Officials 
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— Ayers, John 


MW Prgak M. Crook f 
Lod by ip olialler. Sigler 

1912 George W. Smith 
1915 Wallace “Paylor 
9160) Claude E.. Cook 
S18. Robert Grant 

A919 James “Vamblyn 
1920 = Robert Grant 

192? Wallace “Vaylor 
1924 Robert K. ‘Teel 
25). Woeorge “1... Everitt 
1928 Walter Gulick 

1929 Maurice Corcoran 
1951 Walter Gulick 

1933 krank Pickel 

1957 Harvey Cole 

1939. Charles Blessing 
1941 Harvey A. Washer 
1943 KE. Elston’ Hoagland 
1919 Frank Pickel , 
1953) Reeve Hamilton 


MEMBERS OF ‘THE 

COMMON COUNCIL 
1854 to 1954. *. *,.* 

Ackley, William A, 


185 different men. 
Fae ead Th 1890-1 891-1892-1902 


BO FOV ie re PUN TY hc tN ais bo oailich al patahabocarnonianueenonsdant 1877 
PARR FT OI Ab eto oas., sthss vuceoetelannenat ie 1860-1861 
Pitticwsom ob rR ky ic sicdeictiisccsossmneees 1929-1930-1931 
Angie) William oh ee Gus 1920-1921-1923-1924 
Gar RRAETY UWE Mien alee, ..1922-1923-1924 
PSHCY CVV ELL Vaiee BR ii. noise OE MiGs en, WLR 1901 


MY CB PAO Ria Bassas uaicoeaecaasiayase: 1896 to 1900 
Say, UM os cbiee oc dereen ee 1867-1868-1869 . 


Aivers ME trar asec. cn ae 1897-1899-1900-1902 


Tee es COT Re ity orc. . sieeaea 1891 to 1894, 1900 
Beatty PRG CO: Beas bismasgaiiicbreaaprn soaked 1883-1906 
Beaten, Pa GR. Mio ivan cacti ids 1889-1890 
Beaty) Warten iy... 1904-1907, 1910, 1919-1921 
Biel, BLP RG wcaccimnimninmnwnl ee. 1907 
TREN] STROMA LV. 5. oo EA TAI Bcd 1876-1880 
Bell, PECTIN diss irisseiinnacisbicenqunctyiernts 1856-1858 


woe ER6L os 1881. 
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BGTHa PAGAN ID. ities decreed covegs vavencsushlte age eee 1915. 
BEM oth BETIS Wi scdesceissvesseetssecesat cane 1903, 1906, 
Bennett Bower t By Acs bends obec scdescigikccssed eee 1924 
Bilby; Jofiatltan. 2.0... 1875-1877, 1884, 1885, 
1890-1894, 1897,1898 
Blesbing) W@harles jcc il diel 1919-1923, 1928 
ad oer yb ee Mw Uo OL Rai oe REE rac 19-17-1L949-1955 
Boice, Walter i.e .sc56- ke eal Mises L930-1932 
Bowers, Michael B. ....1886, 1891-1893, 1895-1896 
Bowers, BGUCIl AS Mia i dedicate 1863-1865, 1870 
Bowers, Wilbur F. ......5.... 1936-1949, 1951-1953 
Nes VMN Bia ec seied bn ck cpt 5s Iep-k Saerae 1866-1868 
Brown! EeRasling leg deel ag ilegen, 4: 1938-1946 
Banger, Baa as sie Ps ced eRe RU os Wy 1937-EoaZ 
‘Orpen tee Frank Pye cae tanta 1904 
Geer Ts Ola Pie, «RBs dale, ocd ath Cen ain wot A SOL 
CPAGK WR ATO, 1.0). lasd ee: he, ke oad 1866-1867 
ad: SI ct tM ie cepa Maes 1915, 1918 
fHases Geog bigs 0; Ua sh ote 1948-1950 
UTD UE Ry ae Shoe Ohare ee 2.1906 
Ge Sl ni, Ge aM el 861-1862 
Cente: Raye ire es AR TN 84-1986 
COR EW aeRER, © Pree, aie ety re we Bs 1902 
CHG: DAMBOlIn, Se \iteesee weasel 1875 
Btu 6) a bo ANS Cu Wea ner 1895, 1919-192] 
Cook, Lamethey UOs. ot jaja... 1925-1927, 1933-1935 
. eoxcoratipght aurice Whos... -..3,..60. eis 1925-1928 
Cramer, Ephraim ...... 1853-1855, 1858-1859, 1862 
Crane,; [sade Wo cca.s, 1853-1857, 1859-1871, 1873 
ROR A COT 5 Haar Dan OS nae ra titevaac ban asel ss ». LBOA- 1866 
CSUITDERL, (2000 2 lt oe eee 1922, 1994 
PNRtS SURO eae hin easeagercnescd 1925-1930 
ONT | EE» Sa eae aaR a .. L858-1859 
PPELCT APM, os cisiioaeses einen east 1869, 18735-1876 
Le le Re dawogeus 1893-1895, 1897 
Pyahion, Pemest Re oss Gtk ae 1952-1954 
PCC Keren, | Bes. cncee Ne PU eH ~1885, 1887-1889 
FTCIN ; SMA ssc escuela hi Rat esa 1917-1949 
Dikeman, Nelson H. .......... bee ras 1871-1872 
PPI) LSM eo oc. euncoebeactc cnc oetemeeiontcs re 1871 
Durling, Joseph... age seg 1902-1906, 1908 ” 
BOPEON, ES Gmeee to. 2< Meech poss ides cantata 1908, 1909 
Swett, Timid On ice cece ecconpesvognees 1911-1916 
Everitt, Williaa M. 21891-1893, 1896, 1898-1899, 
1904-1906 


I lock, OND ce acti Ole eae noe ty VOTE EN Vo 33 : 
Garrison, Robert L. ‘......... 1877, 1879, 1881, 1883 
Ra) SEN 0 2 Se mee Rn et EG yh ia ee 1871 
Grants Ue olerte |). 055 00 Maa 3 Mieete. 1913-1917 
Pe se Ve ba Ee CC ee ean Ae ee Ee ee 1918 .- 
POemerroury ake. HM, «wastes eed acdsee 1872 
PYM RSCMS SRARNMEN > s,s. cick gdlimercnme stage. oeeeeeee 1872 
Llance, Jaines Plt, eg ice Pe esl: Ae eee Yo 1859-186] 
eis ee eye et OL ae RM CRED al a 1910-1911, 1915 


Hankinson, John S. ..1873-1874, 1878, 1882-1883 
Hart, Roscoe fT. .. 1908-1911, 1913, 1918, 1929-1931 


lvl Pree poeta, (03, oa, Ue Ae ale ar 1884 
PCI HMR RLY (Apa gt cscx += eh a dae RERUN sk dl «Shenae! 1868 
FLAG VE Le actos. cae eh haba ey aie 1862-1864 
FIASZON, HEU BE NG.) occccvtecee 1856-1859, 1863-1865, 
I875-I881, [884-1885 
PTE ASS MEY VY 6 ic. coc cuantumeal 1915-1918, 1920-192] 
POMP TIN Gor. iescc. RR Re ee ene 1903 
ei Ld) US Cc: | dl oe fos Oe rani PRET Teee 1954 
UTE A OWES. ics dled nde ean aa 1925-1929 | 
Hibler; POW Le dguwnanie sah det s8 19-43-1954 
FETE: Witte Gh 2.1 caleba eae 19-49-1954 
Piet) WO aie. Lowden, 1878-1879, 1883, 1886 
Froapiands: Er 'Elstomesgewdiseueis Sw eree 1937-1942 
FOGRENBurp;: Bey Ms cghagecewtietaenss caketheony 1872 
Hollman, ‘Alfred: -...0:.... SOMAGENS 1898-1899, 1901 
ROMs WOR DBT EG) deaiscanviereodnun eLrsheinne es Re isi 
PASSE MDs MOONE ER. ec mia Minis cal defer 1870-1876 
ERTL TDS COREE E cr bhh eli bhyrvosnitccun titan, Woh aN Mew ye Nd 19.02 
EROUCTAIN Wed MaaiT ear iitc une ene cin [884-1885 
2 Chak SGU IH 1 due pale ieee ce LA a ish econ: L886 
Paieiiey.. Coes eee ia} 1913-1917 
Bie (hea Relic. BERANE ibid 1933-1935 
PUNE, AOI W AV PRs. cbs once ss yt yah aint Te okey 189] 
donmeoin, “Mhomlay bic, Bears At aitels heehee 1907 
shohnstom, s polian So... + ane 1853-1857, 1860-1862, 
, 1876-1877 
~ HOUDIUSEGED “VALENTINO cca op task og aadat vs 2 eh 18535 
Kilpauick, URWWE Woo ee 1920-1923 
Kine Peary Mee ol Sepa eiel 1870-1871, 1873 
Kinsey, Robert V.. ..,.1906-1909, 1914, 1916-1919 
ROMY, POY ALL IPIRY. coe ecesuseayenneneee aha te NEN 195-4- 
K.Tagdsys LOse pb peers fe ---paiees ec agate 1896-1899, 1903 
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Phe (second) old Presbyterian Church. Built 1819. 
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The Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown 


On March 8, 1764, Obadiah Ayers conveyed 
to the Presbyterian Cominittee in) Hardwick 
(which was the original name of this township) 
a certain piece of ground bounded thus and so; 
“on which lot of land is a meetinghouse built 
by the said Presbyterian congregauon.” ‘Phe 
committee above named comprised the follow- 
ing: John Todd, Robert Beaden, Ezekiel Ayers, 
Daniel Bell, 
Samuel Landon and John Likens. 


Landon, Isaac ‘Vhomas Likens, 
From this it is perfectly plain that in 1764 
‘there was a Presbyterian Church here under 
the care of the Synod of New York and Phila- 
delphia, and that they had already built a meet 
inghouse on the lot which was then deeded to 
them. | 
From the ‘gravestone of Nathaniel Foster now 
in the Union Cenictery but originally from old 
Presbyterian graveyard, we learn that he was 
the first person buried in the graveyard, and was 
accidently killed while at work on the old meet- 
house. “Phe actual inscription on the stone. is 
“Here lies the body of Nathaniel Foster. He de- 
parted this life in ye 41 year of His age—-1763.” 


‘The conclusion thus reached is that there was - 


an organized church here as carly as 1763, for, 
in that year, the original. méetinghouse was 
built. That building was known as the old Yel- 
low Church. It was 30 x 50 feet; plainly. built, 
and had no spire. It contained twenty-three 
straight pews and four-square ‘pews. 
About 1764, a church was organized near 
Johnsonburg, now known as the Yellow Frame 
Church. That was called the Upper Hardwick 
Presbyterian Church and our church was called 
then, the Lower Hardwick Presbyterian Church, 


‘These names were retained by these two churches — 
until 1782 when the township of Independence - 


was formed, taking in this place; and then this 
church took the name of the Presbyterian Church 
of Independence, and, subsequently, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown—1848. 

On August 5th, 1786, the congregation which 
was then known as “the Presbytcrian congrega- 
tion of Independence,” met in their meeting- 
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Intevior view of Presbyterian Church, 


the Sabbath School 
rooms now stand, and proceeded to. clect ‘Prus- > 


house which stood’? where 
tees. “Phe election resulted in the choice of the 
following gentlemen: Samuel Landon, William 
Stewart, Thomas Fleming, Ezckiel Ayers, James 
Little, William Helms and Archibald Stewart. 
The New Jersey Legislature on March 16th, 
1786, had authorized the election of ‘Trustees 
and the formation of a corporate ‘body. ‘The 
church had already been in existence twenty- 
three years; that is, from 1763, but it had never 
been incorporated. 
The first minister serving the church, the 
Rey. Francis Peppard, diced March 29th, 1797, 
and was buricd in the Yellow Frame Cemetery 
in Sussex County, huey 
Originally, everybody who came to the ser- 
vice had to rely on foot-stoves for warmth. About 
1812, a bricked-up pit was made in the. middle 
of the audience room and charcoal was burned 
for heat. In the “Preasurer’s report on Novem-_ 
ber 9th, 1812, there is an enury: “By cash paid 
Ziba Osmun for coals $2.00.” 
Ons August 5th, 1786, the first board. of Trus- 
tees of the church entered mto an agreement 


with Obadiah Ayers (grandson of Obadiah whe 


had given the church its first land) to receive 
from him for the use of the Congregation of 
‘Hackettstown as a burial ground, a piece of land 
adjoining the lot ou which the meetinghouse 
stood, and as an addition to that lot. “‘Vhe deed 
for this piece of land was actually given six 
years alter, November 12, 1792. Archibald Stew- 
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art had been chosen president ol the Board of 
‘Trustees. . | 
- Who were those carly. trustees? Archibald 
Stewart, the president of the Board, was a Scotch- 
Irish gentleman, a lineal descendant of the Earl 
of Bute. He married a sister of Helms who had 
the first mill in this vicinity. Samuel - Landon 


was of English blood, and caine here from: Ver-. 
mont. William Stewart also Scotch-Irish is the 
ancestor olf most of the Stewarts now. in this 
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vicinity; James Little-and William Helms were 
lrish—Little the progenitor of the Littles here 
later; Helms, the son of ‘Thomas Helis, the 
original mill owner already referred to. Ezekiel 
Ayers was an Englishman and the ancestor of 
many Ayers about here today and is buried in 
the old graveyard. i | 

In 1809, Dr. Joseph Campbell came here and 
was ordained and installed pastor of the church 
on October 5th. Fle was the third pastor of the 
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Phe present. Presbyterian Church dedicated 1861. 
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church and labored here for twenty-nine years. 
At that time the elders were as follows: Henry 
Hance, James ‘Vhompson, ‘Phomas Fleming, 
Joseph Demund, Job Johnson, John Bird, Fur- 
man Bird, Samuel Stewart and Stephen A. 
Lawrence. de 

During Dr. Campbell’s term a new edifice 
was erected in 1819. ‘Vhe original building, 
standing since 1763, was sold and moved to 


Beatystown where it was built into a carriage 


house by J. ‘VT. Labar. William Little contracted 
to build the second church which had seventy- 
cight pews whereas “the former church had but 
“twenty-seven, Its exterior was erand compared 
with its predecessor—It had a largé and beauti- 
ful spire and a sounding board over the pulpit. 


It was heated with stoves which were not very . 


satisfactory, however. 

In 1827, it was agreed to pay Allen Griflin 
‘ten dollars a year for scrubbing, the house once, 
sweeping it twice, ringing the bell and keeping 
up the fires when necessary. Later they agreed 
to pay him $15.00 a year for the above work 
plus taking care of the lamps, keeping the grave- 
yard in complete order and keeping the gates 
and fence set for the year. 

In 1838, the spire of the church was taken 
down because it leaked badly and was” pro- 
nounced unsafe, and the present tower was 
erected. In 1874, the church building was. re- 
paired and the two story lecture room was added 
to the church building proper at a cost of 99,000, 
Robert S. Price was chamman. of the building 
committee. It was dedicated October 15, 1874, as 
a Sabbath School Rooms. 


The first church Sabbath School was founded’ 


by Dr. Campbell on May 5th, 1812. “Phere were 
thirty-four present including My, Jacob Day and 
Peter D. Vroom, the latter a young. lawyer in 
the-village; Mr. Vroom later moved from town 
and in me became Governor of the state. Jacob 
Day was the first Superintendent of the Sunday 
School and Peter Vroom was his assistant.. Both 
Mr. Day and Governor Vroom dicd on the 
same day—November 23, 1873. 

Dr. Campbell acted as pastor until 1838, 
when he was called to Milford, N. J.,.at which 





place he died two years afterward, His remains 
were brought here and buried alongside of 
his wile. ‘Phey, together with his monument 
stand near the pulpit he so long occupied in 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: ROLL GALL oer 


or 


Hackettstown, He served both this place and 
Pleasant Grove until 1832, when he withdrew 
from the latter, He was a man of warm piety 
and zeal, wrote with vigor, and was ready for 
debate, forcible, earnest and able as a preacher, 
He always prayed with his eyes open and ‘wore 
a peculiar sinile. Fle was doctored by Lafayette 
College, and was worthy of the honor. 

The present Presbyterian church cornerstone 
was laid in 1860, during the minisuy of Rev. 
F. Pick Harbaugh ahd was dedicated in 1861. 
The construction cost’ $18,000 and the church 
had at that time 100 members. 

An old communion set, consistne of a silver 
goblet: and pitcher was first used in 1871. ‘The 
parsonage on Washington street was built in 
1885 by John Marlatt, a local builder. 

In 1906-07, the church byilding was remod- 
eled, redecorated and refurnished, and a new 


cheating plant and new organ installed at a cost 
olf $19,000.) Memorial stained glass windows 


were also installed. 

In 1949, a new electric organ was installed 
in the church. 

‘This is the oldest church in Hackettstown 
and at.this writing boasts of a membership of 
683. persons. 


ROLL CALL OF MINISTERS OF THE. 
FIRST: PRESBYTERIAN’ CHURCH 


NAME DATE OF SERVICE 
Rey. Francis Peppard 1 RaCUE a ROR NE 1773-1783 
Kiva Peter WV ilsoiaiic he ee uae 1786-1796 
Pulpit Supplied by the Presbytery ...... 1796-1809 
Weve Posepi Cam pielb ui gatas ti ss 1809-1838 
Bev Bas 'S.. SIGH eae ss .. 1839-1842 
Rievoahn Hes Powmley naira lgeaks [843-1851 
Reve High Nu Wilson fa ididiies 1852-1858 
Rew) Picks Harbaugie rs, soba... cs 1859-1861 
Rev. George C. Bush oo... mead 1862-1866 
Rev. ‘Vhomas McCauley ......00.0........... 1867-1878 
Rev. aAlegander Prowd fit:\).c.dibencay 33 1878-1884 
Rev | ohn) Lowrey Wiasi det coneks oneeee 1884-1895 
Rev. John. Cy Chapman iv. AeoWeati, 1895-1904 
Rey. james) Weobariyin ¢.6560..0 aie. 1905-1931 
Rev. C. Ransom Comfort fry ou, 1931-1956 
Buby Ree Wor Pie tery) 6. ch hese acels 1936-1940 
Rev. Harold A, Scott .........6.- NS 1940-1948 
‘Reve Ci Gordony Reynolds: is) cksehses 1O48-1L9E4 
Rev, Andrew Martin Sebben cc... 19-45-1949 


Reve Jamies Roo Miller | 1.0... ree 19-19- 
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MEMBERS OF PRESBY I ERIAN PASTOR'S ALD SOCIETY, ABOUT 1915. 


Seaven, left to right: Mrs. Marcia Johnson, Mrs. Anna Creveling, Mrs.- John C. Chapman, Mrs. 
Daniel O. Young, Mrs, Jamies Cline: 


STANDING, Veft to right: Mis, NX. W. ‘Trimmer, “Mrs. David Cook, Mrs.Johu Carr, Mrs. Peter 
Rice, Miss Vanatta, Mrs. Nelson H. Dikenian, Mrs. Willham Drake, 
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On Sunday, December 19th, 1858, a Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church was organized in this 
town under the name of St, fames Church, ‘Phe 
prospects were very encouraging and warranted 
the organization. A very cligible plot of ground, 
on Washington street at the corner of Moore 
street, had already becn secured, and a subscrip- 
tion begun for funds to crect a building, 


Vhe cornerstone for the new church was laid 
on Tuesday April 26th, 1859. ‘The: Rev. Mr. 
Hoffman, of Burlington, laid the stone and 
Un- 
next 


Bishop Doane preached in the cvening. 
fortunately the Bishop dicd suddenly tic 
day. ; 


On January 1, 1873, the Rev. H. B. Stewart 
Martin, pastor of the St. James Episcopal church 
opened an elementary school in the new build- 
ing in the rear of the church: He continued 
the school for some time and in later years the 


building was known as “Phe Guild Room.” 


The church prospered when — Schooley’s 
Mountain was a noted stunmer resort, but later 
the congregation was not able to carry the: bur 
den of the expenses to operate it and in 1887, 
it was sold to Sheriff Van Campen, For the next 
ten years it was used as an amusement place 
and theatre and was then known as “Vernon 
Hall.” 


In 1896, Rev. W. M. Mitcham came here, and 
in three years raised enough money to buy back 
the church building. On Sunday, . November 
18th, 1899, for the first the im 12 years, the bell 
in St. James church tolled out the invitation to 
divine service. ‘he Rev. Mitcham continued on 
as pastor of this church until 1927, 


In October, 1901, the pkans for a new rectory 
lor St. James Church, to be built on the lot 
adjoining: the church, were placed in ‘the hands 
of local builders. It was to be a cosy cottage of 
New England design and more than one third 
of the cost was soon pledged. In 1902, the rectory 
was completed and Rey. Mitcham and family 
moved into their new home. 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
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Se serie atl 
St.-James Episcopal Church (about 1882) built 1859, 


In 1954, the membership in this church con- . 
sisted of ninety-cight families, according to the 
pastor, Rey. Clarence E. Sickels. . 


ST. JAMES CHURCH RESTORED 
AND PURIFIED 


With the sincere good wishes and hearty 
congratulations of a score of visiting pricsts and 
a large congregation, St. James Episcopal church 
of Hackettstown was restored to its place aniong 
the churches of the diocese on Monday morn: 
ing April 30th, 1900. Phe day and season were 
all that could be desired and when the venerable 
Bishop. Starkey stepped out on the platform 
to welcome the procession of ministers and altar 
boys, slowly moving up the center aisle, he 
looked down into as many happy faces as per- 
haps were ever gathered in the Irttle church, 

The service of purification which began at 
11:30 a.m. was simple, beautiful and impressive. 
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Bedecked with lilics, ferns, hyacinths and potted 
plants, the altar and the space beyond the chan- 
~cel rail presented a most pleasing appearance. 
The white-robed) pricsts moved with solemn 
micn and the music was of the most inspiring 
nature. Phe procession led by Norman Moore, 
the crucifer, cntcred the church on the stroke 
of. the hour. He was followed by the acolytes, 
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St. Jumes Episcopal Church (1954). 


Walter flowell, George Neighbour, \Willie Ried- 
inger and Willic Bissell. “Phen came three choir 
boys from Dover, lollowed by tvcnty-lwo Visit- 
ing clergymen. ‘Vhey marched silently to the 
chancel from which the service of purification 
was conducted by the Bishop. 

Arch Deacon Mann preached the sermon of- 
the morning, taking a very appropriate text 
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from St. Luke 19, 45:46: “And he went into the 
temple and began to cast out them: that sold 


therein and those that bought, saying unto, 


them: ‘It is written, My house is the house of 
prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves,’ 

When the ministers again filed out of the 
church the congregation and choir joined in 
singing two hymns: “In Loud Exalted Strains” 
and “Christ is Made the sure Foundation.” ‘Vhe 
choir rendered Woodward's service. The soloists 
were Mis. C. B. McCracken, Miss Augusta Van 
Atta and Mr, VanNalts. Miss Antna Hall, the 
organist, was accompamed by an orchestra of 
five pieces. 

Alter the service a very substantial luncheon 
was served in the chapel by Caterer ‘Vhomas 
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B. Howell, nearly a hundred being seated at 
the tables. A number of congratulatory speeches 
were made by Bishop Starkey and others. 


Vhe little church which became a> theatre 
some thirteen years before had been restored to 
all its beauty. “Phe interior had been prettily 


remodeled and? redecorated, new carpets had 


been laid and altogether it presented a fine ap- 
pearance, “The grounds about the building had 
been resodded. 


Rey. Wm. M. Mitcham, the rector of St. 


James, was warmly congratulated on his success 


in restoring Ure church to its original use and 
in a more attractive condition -than before its 
desecration. 





Episcopal Church when it was. Vernon tall (1887-1897). 
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Left to right: Henry Evans, Lay Reader; Willie Riedinger, Acolyle; Norman Moore, Acolyte; Carr Martin, Acolyte; 


Thomas Shields, Acolyte; Rev. W. W. Mitcham, Priest; Walter Howell, Acolyte. 


CLERGY WHO SERVED AT ST. 
JAMES CHURCH, HACKETTSTOWN 


Rev. Peter Brown aint dome gene & = 91857-1869 
Rev. Peter Jaques iia. gk peautactiMten 2: 1869-1870 
Rey... dda stuart-Martin ..00 0, 1871-1875 
Rey Lon Johnston SPORE a cen -1875-1881 
Rev. SRNR CRIN? 00 es, o.oo coSatipatae 1882- 
Rev. Cliavies/f.s Woda... igure 1883- 
Rews Jee Joralemon er. aes 1884- 


Church lotta Mer age at erst seat atid eae 1881-1895 
Reve WMse Mri Me hamny yuo Synge 1896-1927 
Rev. J. Marshall Wilson. ........... eat 1927-1937 
Rev. George C. vadseerth aN Ra 1937-1941 
Reve VORCY | FOCSEATIT CRN Mite cess ge uit 1941-1945 
*Rev. George H. Palmer wee eo io uh, 1946-1949 
Rev. Glarence) V: Tichanan "em 1919-1953 
“Rey, Glarencesk, ‘Siekels - ot ..l.c2,gu 1953- 
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St. Mary's Church of the Assumption 


St. Mary’s parish, Hackettstown, was estab- 
lished by Rev. James MeMahon as a Mission to 
St. Joseph’s, Newton. Rev. Frank Riordan of 
Easton, prior to this date, attended to the spirit- 


ual needs, but Mass was first celebrated by Rev. . 


Father McMahon, in one of the homes of his 
parishioners, near the present site of the’ Lacka- 
wanna railroad depot. He ‘was succeeded by the 
Rev. James McKee who also was resident pastor 
of St. Joseph’s Church, Newton, and who con- 
tinued the services in the saine place. Rey. John 
Callan was next appointed to attend St. Mary’s 
but it was then adyjoined: to the Dover parish 
of which Father Callan was pastor. Like his pred- 
ecessor, he was, alter -a short time, transferred 
to a more important charge. 


In 1864, it was again adjoined to the Newton 


parish, Rev. Edward McCosker, now being in 


charge, at once secured a site and crected the 
first church edifice. “Vhe church was dedicated 
by" Rey. Bil. McQuade 'V:°G. He had the 
church incorporated on the 24th day of August, 
1864, under the title of the “Roman Catholic 
Church of the Assumption olf the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.” ‘The trustecs at the time of the building 
of the church comprised Rt. Rey. James Roose- 
velt Bailey, Rey. Edward McCosker, James C, 
Martin and John Cummings. 

After cight’ years of very successful service 
Father McCosker resigned November 20, 1872, in 
order to give more attention to the increasing 
demands of the Newton parish. Rev. William 





‘The “Queen of Peace” shrine dedicated 1954, 
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Present St. Mavy’s Church on High Street. Dedicated 1923, 


HH. Orem was then appointed resident pastor, — baageemer can 
with St. Michacl’s of Stanhope as a Mission.’ 
Hackettstown became a separate parish, under 
Rt. Rev. M. J. O'Farrell, Bishop of.’Vrenton, 
with Father Orem as pastor. Ele remaimed in 
charge for a period of 17 ycars, until the time 
of his death which occurred in April, 1889. 

Phe Rev. Neal McMenamin then was given 
charge temporarily, as was also Rev. John A. 
Lawrence. In the latter part of 1890, Rev. Father 
Accorsini was appointed pastor, but alter a few 





months resigned. Flackettstown was then assigned ppiemesnisari inne inter cm 
; ot : irs erty 
to St. Joseph’s parish, Washington, with Rev. x Maes : 


L j street, erected 1864, 
Henry Ward as pastor, until 1898, when having 


transterred to St. Joseph’s Church, ‘Vrenton, he 
was, succeeded by the Rev. Joseph A. Rigney.. 
Father Rieney was appointed pastor of St. Jos- 
eph’s with St. Mary’s as a Mission, September 8, 


1898, Phe property of the parish comprised the 
church edilicesand land on which it was erected, 
75 x 200 feet-on Liberty street, also a valuable 
strip of land on High street, 200 x 300 fect. 
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Among the early prominent members of the 
parish were the followings Janes Co Maan, 
Patrick: Walshe Willian Connolly) Michael Tin: 
Mens, 


Pwotais Ped tebs Abeba: Giiwe, 


Crannon and Michael Pendy, 


Pour 


Rev. John Gammell served the parish frome 


L908 to Pe, RV. 2 ., |. Quinn from 1915 to 
W916; Rt. Rev, Joseph AL MeGrath from 1916 
to 1925. During the latter’s term the new stone 
church on Eigh street was erected and dedicated 
June 1923, by the Most Rey. Thomas J. Walsh. 
In 1915, the LE. ML. Osmmun home on Fligh street, 
next to the church, was purchased as. a rectory. 

Rey. Joseph P. Sergel was appoimted pastor 
December 20, 1923, by Archbishop Vhomas. J. 
Walsh. Father Sergel is sull pastor and well de- 
serves the honor of having served tor the longest 
period of any priest, in the history ol St. Mary’s 
Church of the Assumption. From a parish of 
110 he has seen it grow to over 750 members in 
a period of thirty-one years. 

“Father Sergel graduated from Villanova in 
Philadelphia in 1915, with a B.A. degree, At 
Niagara University in 1918, he received his M.A. 
degree. On 1918, at the Buffalo 
Cathedral, he was ordained by the lite Most 
Reverend “Vhomas_ J. 


December I, 


Walsh. His) first) assign- 
ment was as assistant priest at Gloucester. 


The growth of the parish necessitated the 


wry, 


aie 


"i : ‘ a 
MARY'S CHURCH OF ‘THE ASSUMPTION 133 


erection of a wing to. the preseul clue on 
choastig Ene seeing atparebay 200 atone, TRUS 
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In 1919, Father Sergel purchased the home 
from the John Sharp estate, on High) strect, 
Which is used as a convent and houses ‘Phe Sis- 
ters ol Christian Charity of Mendham who stat 
the school. 
| adjomnine the church 
property and in 1950, a tine large school was 
built at a cost ot 596,000 by Mar. John Lake, a, 
local contwactor and builder. Tn the past three 
years $50,000) of this debt has beén paid off, 
There are 250 pupils attending the school with 


Land was purchased 


four Sisters and one Lay teacher as’ instructors. | 

Vo celebrate the 50th anniversary of Father 
Sergcl’s appointment as pastor of this church, 
aset of Electric Chimes was dedicated on “Phanks- 
giving Day in 1955. ‘Phe ‘chimes cost $3,000, all 
of which is paid. “Phey are rightlully named 
“The Bells of St. Mary's.” 

One tuthtul member of this parish, whom 
thé writer has known’ since she was a small 


girl, is the organist, Anna Ledwith karley who 





» St. Mary’s Parochial School erected 1950. 
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has held that position from 1910 up to this 


time. Belore Mrs. Farley, the organist was Miss. 


Elizabeth Martin and prior to Miss Martin it 
was “Thomas Ledwith, the father of Anna Led- 
with Farley. 
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The latest: addition to this parish as “The 
Queen of, Peace Shrine,” which was dedicated 
in 1954 to the Blessed Virgin Mary. ‘Vhis -oc- 
cCupies a very prominent position on the church 
grounds near the front of the edifice. 





Second Methodist Church erected 1858. 
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Trinity Methodist Church 


This religious institution was first organized 
in 1832. Prior to this time there were no regu- 
lar Methodist. meetings held, although there 
had been services held from time to time at the 
home olf Mrs. Kemple, who resided on the edge 
of Morris County. “Vhe renowned Lorenzo Dow 
once preached at her house. | 
~ On December 1, 1832 a meeting was held at 


the home of Jacob Sharp, in which the Rev. 


Jacob Hevener was called to the chair, and 
Nathaniel Hoagland was appointed. secretary. 
It was at this meeting that those present resol- 
ved to “Build a house for the public worship of 
Almighty God.” Seven-trustecs were chosen as 
follows: Richard B. Bray, Christian W. Cum- 
mins, Jacob R. Shurts, John P. Sharp, William 
Wright, Silvane B. Downs and George W. Cum- 
mins. “Phey further resolved. to Incorporate un- 


‘1832. 


der the name of “Prinity Methodist. Episcopal 
Church of Hackettstown,” and that the seal of 
the cross be chosen as the seal of their incor- 
poration. “Phe seal was recorded in the county. 
clerk’s office at Belvidere on December 18th; 

A lot of ground was then purchased by the 
Trustees from Amos Moore, being on the east 
side of Main street.. It contained one and one 
half acres of ground and the consideration was 


$200.00, The ‘Trustees, on January 10, 1833, 


met at Jacob Sharp’s home to receive proposals 
for building a new church. ‘Vhey agreed to erect 
a building 30 x 48 fect. Peter Perrine and Mar- 
tin Clawson agreed to build the church for 
$1575.00, and gave bonds for the fulfillment of 
their contract, Phe church minutes state at this 


time that) Abram, the preacher 


Gearhart was 





First Methodist Church erected 1833. 
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Present Methodist Church (Prinity) Dedicated June 6, 1888. 


ra 


in charge. On February 11, 1835, 
resolved to sell part of the lot to Rey. Jacob 
Rusling for $35.00. 

At this time Methodism was in its infiney 
in this part of the state, Phe ministers had cir 
cuits or several appointnents, sometimes coyer- 
[Phere were 
often two preachers assigned by the Conference 


ing ‘a large section of- the state. 


to each circuit, and, on account of the number 
of their appoinunents they could only preach 
every two weeks at cach church. ‘This was the 


case here, until the town grew and the member- 


ship increased until they were able to have 
preaching every Sabbath. MER LS 

By 1858, it was decided to build:a new and 
larger church, “Vhis\ second church was built 


the trustces- 
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of wood as was the. first church. It had a high 
steeple reaching toward Heaven. On November 
18, 1858, the cornerstone was Lud and this at- 
tracted a luree. crowd. After the formiil speech- 
making, the building comuiittce announced that 
the total cost of the new church would not ex- 
coed 36,500, and of this sum 34,000 had already 
been pledged. A large collection was at once’ 


lifted, and a new church bell weighing 1055 


pounds Was purchased, 


The parsonage was built m 1852-53, during 
the term of John N. Crane as pastor. In 1863, 


side gallerics were built i the church. Placketts- 


town was, selected as a site for Centenary Col- 
legiate Institute largely through the efforts of the 
Porker) In 


pastor, John S. 1871, during the 
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term of Charles E. Little, all bodies were re- 
moved from the church graveyard to a plot pur- 
chased in the Union Cemetery. 

“As the years passed the congregauion grew 
and im thirty years it was decided to. tear down 
the (second) wooden church and build in. its 
place a stl larger one of brick, which would 
seat many more people. By this time you must 
realize, the seminary had expanded and the stu- 
dents could not be accommodated in the small 


church together with the regular congregation. 


In the fall of 1885, a special meeting of the 
Official Board was called and alter a full dis- 
cussion and a unanimous vote, it was decided 
to erect a new brick building. A ‘contract was 
given to Isaac Panghorn, of Plainfield, N. J., 
for the construction of the present artisuc build- 


ing for $18,500, without inside furnishings. “Uhe- 


contract was signed March 24, 1887. “Lhe second 
church of wood was taken down and ground 
broken for the new one in the spring of 1887, 
The cornerstone was laid July It, 1887, and the 
church was completed at a cost of 924,000, in- 
cluding pews, organ and furnishines. 

On Wednesday, June 6, L888, the beautiful 
new cdifice was dedicated by the Rev. Bishop 
Cyrus Dorross, IND LUD A. very elaborate 
ceremony extended over four days, including.an 
organ recital by Prof, C.F. Vhomsen and added 
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music by “Phe Courtney Ladies’ Quartette.” A 
very fine pipe organ was installed in this new 
place of worship. 

Vhe Building and Finance Committee con- 
sisted of the Pastor, Robert A, Cole, Jacob C. 
Allen, William B. Rice, Miller R. Nunn, fchiel 
‘T. Hildebrant, Simon V. Fisher, James “Pain- 
blyn, W. K. Hoffman, David McClellan, Ralph 
Vitus and B. F. Cole, During 1896 the parsonage 
was greatly cnlarged and remodeled. 

Phe membership of the church continued 
to increase and in 1900, it was decided to build 
a new brick Sunday School building. What had 
been the first wooden structure, used as a meet- 
ing place, had dater answered as a Sunday School 
edifice, up to this: time. ‘Vhis old building was 
sold to Mir. William HE. Ashley and he had it 


moved across the fields to Maple avenue, and 


used as a dwelling, where it still stands. 

‘The new brick Sunday School building was 
built by Mr. George Smith, a Jocal contractor 
and it was dedicated on Sunday January 21, 
1900. Phere was a morning service, an afternoon 
service and another service held in the evening. 
A darge attendance was present at all the ser: 
vices. Prolessor Schleider, music instructor at the 
C. GC. 1, rendered preludes and postludes on the 
organ, Many prominent: church officials were 


present and assisted with the services. Ministers 





View of Interior of Church taken Sunday, November 28, 1913. 
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taking part were: Rev. John H. Vincent, Rev. 
John Krantz, Rev. Charles W. McCormick, Rev. 


Arthur Lucas. ‘Trustees were: Jacob C. Allen, 
Robert A. Cole, Miller R. Nunn, Rev. Samucl 


B. Darnell, Louis M. “Feel, Jehicl ‘PV. Hilde- 
brant, James ‘Vamblyn, Charles \W. tl. Dedrick 
and John S. Hankinson, 


On May 29th, 1949, a new modern clectronic 
organ which had been installed in the church 
was dedicated with special services. In 1954, the 
‘Church was completely refurnished with new 
carpets, scat cushions and lavatories, and was 
repainted and redecorated inside. 


On October 1, 1954, the membership of this 
church amounted to 609 adults. 
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The Porter Family 


HE PORTER MANSION 
ON HIGH STREET 

One of the fine old landmarks in Hacketts- 
town is the so-called Porter Mansion on High 
street. “Vo trace the history of this. house it is 


necessary to go back over one hundred and filty— 


years to the time when three brothers, by the 
name of Miller, came to America to scek land 
and riches. 

One brother settled in)’ Morristown, one in 
Oldwick and the other in Hackettstown. ‘They 
all bought large farms and they all built beauti- 
ful homes that were identical. The brother who 
settled in Hackettstown bought 650 acres of land 
on the north side of the village, which included 
what was to be later the Porter farm and the 
hlotz & Ackley farm. © * 

That was about 1800, and two years later, or 
in 1802, he built the palatial home on High 
street. “Vhe bricks used to construct this home, 
were made from clay dug on this farm. The 
large spacious rooms and the huge open fire 
places sull are envied by all lovers of colonial 
architecture. 

- ‘Phe brother who settled here had two daugh- 
ters, Catherine and Maria. Catherine married 
Daniel Burke, and they had one daughter. Burke 


died young, and his widow, Catherine, married: 





The Porter Mansion on Main Street (now on LE. Moore St.) 
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Phe Porter Mansion on High Street. Built 1802. 


Jacob Wagoner of Easton, Pa. The Wagoners 
had two daughters, Emma and Elizabeth. 


Emma Wagoner marricd Willian Andrew 
Porter, also of Easton, she died about 1880, and 
William A. Porter died about 1885. “Pheir chil- 
William 
sisters inherited all of the origimal farms. Wal- 


dren, Wagoner Porter and his four 
liam WW. Porter bought out his sisters’ shares 
and held possession of the propa ty trom about 
1890 until 1899, Hy 


Judge William Wagoner Porter had two sons 
Andrew Porter and W. Hobart Porter. (Judge 
Porter’s wife was a Flobart). His only daughter 
Anita, marricd “Bill: (Win. J. Clothier), a one 
time National Vennis Champion and scion ol 
Clothier of Straw- 
bridge and Clothier. \W. Hobart Porter is a well 





an old Philadelphia family 


known Philadelphia attorney and his Mother, 
Mis. Win. W. Porter is still diving at 94 years 


ol age. 


The: above mentioned Porter Mansion was 
later purchased and occupied by the Belknap 
family for a number of years. There have been 
several other: owners, trom time to time, but 
the ownership has been of rather short duration, 


However, in 1925 the property containing 
the home and several acres of the original farin- 
land, was purchased by Harry R. Gulick. He, 
together with his family and granddaughter 
Shirley and her busband Edwin Tluecy, have oc- 
cupicd this spacious home from 1925, 
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Moore strect: from: top of C.CL. (1880). 


THE PORTER. MANSION 
ON. MAIN STREET 


in ia previous article you have read about 


Dr. Silas C. Cook and. the home he occupied on - 


Main street for many years. His one daughter, 
Ruth) Pierson Cook married James Madison 
Porter I, who was a prominent luvycr of as- 
ton, Pa. At one me he held the posttion of 
First Seeretary in the American linbassy in 
Berlm, Germany. 

Back several generations these Porters were 
cousins of the Porters of High street. James Mad- 
ison Porter [lL had two children, Eliza and one 
son James Madison Porter LI, Who was a civil 
engineer, a Professor at Lalayette College and 
it is said’ that he designed the first stecl bridge 
cover the Delaware river from Phillipsburg to 
Easton. : 


James Madison Porter IL and his family lived 
lor some years in the old Porter homestead on 
North Vhird street in Easton. Following the 
death of her husband, Mrs. Ruth Cook Porter 


and her two children came back to Hackettstown 


to live in the home of her father, Dre Silas. C. 
Cook on Main strcet, opposite Moore street, 

some years later; “Eliza Porter married Dr. 
Ross Skillern. and they moved to Philadelphia, 
Pa., where they still live. Her brother, James 
Madison Porter ILI, lived: in aston for many 
yours until his death. — Dees 

“Phe Porter tinily are descended from Gen- 
cral Andrew Porter, who was on the staff of 
General George Washington during the Revolu- 
tionary War. Eliza Porter ‘Skillern is the proud 


owner of the “Order of Cincinatti? which was 


awarded Gencral Porter by George Washington 
for out&tanding services during the Revolution- 
ary War. This award has been handed down 
from one generation to another for the past 
one liundred and sixty-five years. 
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Rey. J. C. Chapman and Wife in’ Tackettstown’s first 
“automobile (L900). 
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Hackettstown Fire Department 


Hackettstown IS an old town and the buck- 


cl brigade was the fire-fightine clement in the 


very early days. ‘Phere *was no organized volun- 


teer fre department, but there was a crew of 
“emergency men” who. manned the equipment 
-at fires in our town, ‘The first fire engine, called 
the pump, and’ later known as the ‘coffee 
grinder” had been bought by Ross: Crane and 
Peter Mucklow for $275.00 about 1825. 

In 1855, a number of local men- interested 
in fire fighting purchased the “Relief,” a very 
old fire apparatus which had: been built in Lon- 
don, England in 1098, and brought to v\imerica 
in 1763. . 

‘Phis historical memento is prized highly by 
the Hackettstown firemen. Research has made it 
an authenticated historical fact that this relic 
is one of the first ten fire engines used in this 
country. Only one other, that at Bethlehem, 
Pa., is known to be in existence. . | 

Indian outrages were being perpctrated in 
the Wyoming Valley in the state of Pemnsyl- 
vania, and the residents found it: necessary to 
have some kind of fire-fighting machines for 
the safety of the villages. Durine the attacks 
the Indians would apply the torch to every 
settlement possible. It ts said that the residents 
paid three pounds and twelve shillings cach for 
these little fire fighters, and to them they were 
worth their weight in gold. 

Many a blaze that might have proven dis- 
astrous Was put out by means of them. Some 
years alter the Indian depredations these engines 
were disposed of, and eventually one of them 
found a home here. Just how and by whom it 
was purchased municipal records here do not 
show, but it was in 1855, and it was called “The 
Rehel.” When our sturdy firemen put this lit- 
tle engine to the test she would develop a flow 
of seventy-eight gallons a minute and throw a 
steam fifty or more feet in the air. 

But, on December 3, 1877, these “emergency 
men” gave way as fire fighters to a permanent or- 
ganization, Cataract Hose Company No. 1, with 
thirty-six charter members. ‘his organization 
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Moore Street’ Firchouse in 1898. 


took charge of the old machines, with what other 
meager cquipment there may have been to hand 
down as relics. Yet today, the old boys of Cata- 
ract Company point to that old machine as. hay- 
ing saved the Shiclds building from: destruction 
by fire many years ago. 

For years this old pumpcr was stored in the 
fire engine house, which stood for a long tine 
in the corner of the old Presbyterian church 
yard, on Main street. It was there in 1860; but 
in 187 we find that the engine and other fire 
fighting apparatus were kept in a small building 
on the west side of Warren street, between Main 
and Washington strcets. “Phis building is sull 
1882, the -fire house was located 
on Plane strect between Main and Washington 


standing. In 


streets and on the west side of the road. ‘This 
fire house was also used as a polling place. 

In 1900, a new municipal building and fire 
house was constructed on Moore street, at its 
present location. Recently a new addition has 
been built to house the fire engines, etc. 

As additional equipment was purchased the. 
old engine was at first relegated to the outside, 
where it stood wnprotected and unappreciated. 
As an historical asset, the common councils from 
year to ycar never gave it a serious thought. In 
1897, the old engine was purchased by the town 
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or $1.00 and the idea ol preserving it began 
to dawn upon the fire. boys. | 

The old engine has-been carefully looked 
after in recent years. On. it is inscribed “Hack- 
ettstown Exempt Firemen’s Association.” It also 
bears the date of 1698. ~ ) 

When the Newark Exempt Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation sent an invitation to the Hackettstown 
Fire Department to be its guests at the firemen’s 


-parade in Newark on ‘Puesday June 13, 1909, 


with it came the request that the department 
bring along its ancient fire engine to head the 
procession, It is said to be the oldest fire engine 
in the state. 

It has been said that Friday, August 30th, 
1907, was the biggest day in the history of Hack- 
ettstown. On that day the local fire departinent 
had a big celebration and parade. Extensive ad- 
vertising, elaborate arrangements, combined with 
the beautiful sunshine, conspired: to attract an 
-éstimated 10,000 people from out of town. Fire 
companies from fourtcen towns were in line of 
march. which was led by the Newark Exempts 
with fifty-five men in line. Vhe visitirg firemen 
were well fed by thé ladies of the various churches 
and the affair was highly creditable to the town 
and its citizens. 

In August, 1952, the Cataract Hose Company 
celebrated its 75th anniversary with a big affair 
which was topped with another extensive pa- 
rade. Many out of town companies were present 
with a fine array of bands and drum corps and 
the parade took over an hour to pass the re- 
viewing stand erected in front of the Methodist 
church. This was another -big day for Flacketts- 
town. 


‘The members of the Hackettstown Fire De- 


partment deserve a great deal more credit than 
they will ever get for their splendid work in com- 
batting fires in our town. Regardless of the 
weather, be it a driving rain storm or a cold 
freezing blizzard, when the fire whistle blows 
these men leave their homes or business and 
answer the call to duty. MORE POWER TO 
“OUR. FIREMEN. 


LIST OF FIRE CHIEFS—1877 to 1954 


George Wampmnithi ss, taee iii, visaleune 1877-1878 
Nathan Klotz tenth: ome 1879 
S. Pierson#ook 3.0008 aie: | 1880-1884 
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Builtlin London, England in 1698, brought to U. S$. in’ 
“17603. Vhe “Relief” is the oldest fire apparatus in 
New Jersey. 
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TO GIR i em eee kek na 1896 
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al Hotel, Newark, June 12, 1916. 
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Exempt Firemen Association Banquet. CG 


uniforms, 


blue 
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Hackettstown Firemen 





‘Floyd Apgar . 


William Gruendyke 


Austin Hendershot 


Reginald G. Hart 


John Diehl 
J. P. Niper . 
Norman P, Tynan 


Clareiice Perrine 
Robert V. Kinscy 
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Wt... ae 1941-1942 
fo Re « 1943 
Maes, ae 1944-1945 


ERG Re Ee ee 1949-1950 
OR Ee abo eias 1951-1952 
sigs Gilt aa: uence pie 1953-1954 


CATARACT HOSE CO. 


Honorary Members: 
Rey. Sidney E. Grant 
John D. Bulkeley 
Dr. Charles E. Miller 
Captain John Parks 
Miss Bette Cooper 
John ‘Van Stone | 
Charles A. Smith 
Charles Schafer 
James Gallagher 
Louis P. Smith 


Wesley C. Hill 


Active Members: 


James. Beatty 
John Bennet 
Willis Bergen 
William Beatty 
Albert Cruts 
Leslie Carpenter 


William Cunningham 


Howard C. Danley 


George Dellicker 
Joseph DeMont 
John Dich 


HACKETTSTOWN 


David Goble 
Reginald Hart, 
Leslie Hazelton 
Milton Hibler 
John Hill 


Harry LaRue 


Richard: Moore . 
George Palmer 


Clarence Perrine 


Robert Riedinger 


David Richards 
Horace Smith 
Raymond Snyder 
Joseph Stewart 
Clarence Vynan 
Clifford Tynan 
kdwin “Pynan 
Frank Tynan 
John “Pynan 
Norman ‘Vynan 
Chester Vreeland 
Frank Walters 
Lynn Whelan 
Edgar Wildrick 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 145. 

Life Members: 
Raymond Bertron 
John Bell . 
Stanley Blackwood 
Eugene Bonnell 
T. Lewis Carpenter 
William Carpenter . 
Orville B. Cox 
Alfred Dalley 
George Goble 
William Greenham 
Floyd Gruendyke © | 
Nelson Gruendyke 
Lewis Hayward 
George Hochgesang 
Albert Hopkins 
Raymond C. Johnson 
Albert.Larson 
Wilbur Neighbour 
Henry O’EHea 
John IK. Richter 
Howard Samuel 
KE ]mer Stewart 
Milton ‘Vynan 
William H. Young 





Moore Street Firehouse with horses and apparatus (1905). 
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Marshals at American House. Firemen’s Parade \upgust 2, 1907, ~ 
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“75th Anniversary Parade August, 1952, Hackettstown. 
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MEMBERS OF VIGILANT HOOK AND 


Municipal Building and Fire House (1951). 


LADDER COMPANY NO. I 


Present Active Members (20) 


Roscoe Ayers 
Edgar Batz 
Clark Bergen 
Michael Ceddia, 

'. Asst Foreman 
Clarence Christensen 
Warren Gruver 
William Gruendyke 
Donald Hann 
Harry Hartman, Jr. 
Austin Hendershot 
Robert Kinsey, 

President 


Donald Luff 
Roy Mattison 


James Murphy 


Henry Osmun, 
"Secretary 


Robert Rodenbaugh 


Wilbur Rush, . 
Treasurer — 
Lewis Ryan 
Thomas Walsh, 
Steward: 
Jack Ward, 


lForeman- 
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Exempt Members (4) 


William Bayley 


James Cline 


Life Members (11) - 


Floyd Apgar 
Arthur Boettiger 

. Alden Carpenter 
Floyd Cline 
William Hankinson 


Honorary Members (2) 


Elston Hoagland 





Emmett Robbins 
Burton Walsh 


James Harris 
Frederick MacClellan 
Charles Osmun 

Floyd Vogel 

Roy White 


Mloyd Parks 
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Cataract Hose Company, 75th Anniversary Parade, August, 1952, 


148 


























4 
Mee: ? 
” pu) feats ; i ola 
SA eng, bout yada dre? oye.) sed DP ene i , 
i a; away © 
q } ‘ ng 
seit 
' 
4 ir, c " Ae ye aay! 
i iD or) 
i ‘ = 
: = itera 4 
; ! 
A 5 ois \ noth a 
4 heer 
' Pe 
ie ye 
if p ie ty ‘ ae Yon *] - i 
‘4 mat ie ee! 4 j 
ae Ae 4 fe ba ; 
i P wi Me i tok Bight y 
\ + Sar ad ’ A) } a 48 
4) a fe ee hoy: 
y it 
Dobuit Hh iz 












4 
‘ 
oe enh 
Fe f “a ‘ 
), 
i i f U3 ./ gy 
y - 
4 sly 
' me A. 
ih dint ae 
ak 
i ‘ ; 
te LP a ei ae 


Post Office Locations in Hackettstown 


1. The first location of the Post Office in Hack- 
ettstown was in Williana Helms’ store, Oppo- 
site the brick mill and near the Musconet- 
cong river. It was there from 1795 to 1829. 

2. Opposite the Warren House in a store, where 
Reading Bell later lived. This building has 
been torn down to make room for a gas ser- 
vice station. It was located there from 1829 
to 1849. 

3. It was then moved to a small building Oppo- 
site the present Presbyterian church, next to 
Mis. Rusling’s house and later it was occu- 
pied by Jesse Bilby. Now No. 295 Main 
street,..1849° to .1853. 


4d. The next location was in the store of George 


W. Johnson, now the Jigger Shop and known. 


as No. 281 Main street. 1853 to 1861. 

5. The next location was in the hardware store 
of David McClelland. Now the 
Bowling Alleys No. 255 Main strect. 
to 1866. 


H-Town 
1861 


6. It was then moved to the small white dwel- 
ling still standing next to the Central House 


and known as No. 253 Main street. 1866 to 
1885. 
7. The next location was corner Main and 


Church streets, formerly the law. ollices of 
Caleb Valentine, now Burgers Grill, No. 218 
Main street. 1885 to 1925. 


8. Next. located in the Van Horn building, 
corner Main and Liberty streets, now EK. A. 
Mallwk & Co:, 123’ Main street. 1923. to, 1935. 


9. New Post Office building opened on, Grand 
avenue, corner of Washington. street. 1935 
to date, . 
* * ES * 


The following olhcers are engaged at the 
Hackettstown Post Ollice at this time: Postmas- 
ter, John Gilbert Stout; Assistant Postmaster, 
J. Floyd Cline. The first two letter carriers 
(1912) here were Floyd Cline and Allred Sully 
Applegate. The first letter was delivered by 
Applegate to Eugene Coleman of Water street. 
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The first U.S. Government Post Office. was 
opened in New York City November 28th, 1783. 
Benjamin Pranklin was the first Postmaster Gen- 
eral, elected! yin, 20.1775, he first adhesive 
postage stamps were used July 1, 1847, being 
5 and LO cent stamps with portraits of Franklin 
and Washington. Bclore the use of stamps .the 
postmaster would collect the postage fee in cash 
and write it on the envelope as being’ received; 
he in tura would make settlement with agents 
sent out from the Post Oflice Departinent at 
regular intervals. how three 
million active. collectors of postage stamips in 
the United States. 


There are over 


The Posunaster General of the United States — 
at this tine is) Arthur Summerfield, Washing- 
ton)": 


List of POS TMASTERS in 
N. J., (Chronological order), 


Hackettstown, 


This office was established as Hackettstown, 
Sussex County, N. J. 
Date Appointed 


Postmaster 

PTET ETT es FP RRS Pir aero ain eet Amedlian July,1, 1795 
Willson Se PU tlOgs, a'ense.-csyrsainercines January I, 1802 
Thomias-$:, Helms s.esccisesecsceseee “jeep pti hal 80d. 
Willen. Mi Helis: .0..0.003. SP Aten October |, 1808 
Benjamin Gustin Witte MA ack Bint aa July 1, 1810 
INAS Cae AWORS ce civuntath dtaiy<sis anatuas December 2, 1812 





Old Post Office on Main Street at Church (1885-1923). 
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Wabbit eet he fos yon. acuancitad. 1a \pril 20, 1816 
POSSE POTMRERONIN.. Slee teh ee es AR October 3, 1823 
' This office was changed to Warren County 

Charles F. EOE SRR Sie rea Nupust 12, 1825 
Joseph Kitchen gigs. guinea ovember 28,1828 
Charles Pee beaiGiadbiisiis..sercate December 24, 1828 
Nathan Stiger wav... sa Pte ee, February 28, 1829 
DATE eye ees ae September 10, 1836 
Chalet tev aleni tine 0002 i8...1..aie., January 4, 1840 
Rover CWRiish ne te...) SEG. July 24, 1841 
Jess Smith apse ee rechten August 6, [844 
Dennis V. WV CRO tii os -satoaceuieg March 21, 1848 
BR SUE oe acta py oncge naires March 3, 1849 
Aaron Tag tiger jus cadiied...cn- de. | September 17, 1849 
Robérvistvebers. Ida sbincwas...wite, March 29, 1852 
Georwey . FORPSOMW Wee... NAR June 2, 1853 


William L. McWilliams vce: \ugust 30, 
Jobe hi KisR iicess....pdaced «tanaigese November 25, 
RoberomRuishiig, fr. cyede see January 17, 
CHiartés- Ritcenhouse 7g wey eeetoaril May 13, 
evi Gibbs ely, Ui te Vw: us July 9, 
Paties Faeroe, weber atsnnd yb January 29, 
PG Fo SRS TEP os eet es beep bebruary 1, 
Chere VME SAT ULET 2 caus tad. Reena ees chen May 8, 
Lcahia La Giaok piatiieses opens x January 14, 
Gharles Rittenhouse \..ccsccctisseseees May. 26, 
Milton K. “Phorp (Acting) ..... Pe. March 13, 
Milton ‘Vhorp ........ AD ay rhe ab lb bh February 5, 
William EK. Bayley (Acting) .........April 26, 
Wiin ay, Bk ON ely spall lst August 26, 
John Gilbert Stout «..,........6 ....December ‘1, 


1861 
1866 
1868 
1877 
1885 
1889 


1894 


1898 
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1922 
1923 
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1935 
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The Soldiers’ 


Warren County has always had the reputa: 
Hon of being the first to All its quota of men 
in case of war and Hackettstown has abways 
stood at the top of Warren County. When Prest- 
dent Lincoln called for volunteers at the start 
of the Civil War our town furnished the men 
of Company’ B, 15th Regiment of New Jersey 
Volunteers; also most of the men-in Captain 
Holt’s Company came (om Hackettstown and 
the vicinity. i 

However, when the Civil War was over, it 
took the citizens of this town some thirty years 
before they awoke to the fact it was time to show 
“appreciation of the men who had fought tor 
them. 

Jt was largely through the efforts of the Ga- 
vette that money was eventually raised to erect 
the monument which was placed in front of the 
Warren House on lower. Main strect. “The entire 
height of the projected memorial was some 19 
fect. On the top was a life-size statue of a Civil 
War soldier made of cast zinc, which’ was bronz- 
cd. It was manufactured by the old reliable 
Ve W. Fiske Tron Works of New York City at 
a total cost of over $700.00. It contained a foun- 
tain with basins for horses to drink from, below 
were places. for dogs to quench their thirst and 
above a drinking fountain for humans. —. 

At the time the fountain was installed Mr. 
Charles Osmun states he was working for Christ- 
ian and Stiff, a local plumbing concern, He: was 
delegated to connect the fountain up with the 
town water mains which he did. Mr. Osimun 


claims that the monument was placed over an 


old well that was located in front of the Peter 
McCracken home. ‘Vhis home was later remoy- 
ed when the Shell Gas station was built on the 


site. “The water running out of the? fountain. 


drained into the old well and then into an-un- 
derground: stream. 


' 


When the Main street was a dirt road and 
the sidewalks were just dirt paths and before 
the town had a water system, there were sev- 
eral so-called community wells along the Main 
street. One was in front of the Giles property, 


’ 
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BUT —NO. 


Monument 


later accupted by Tai Dow aud then by tbotha 
Way Carpenter. oNnoudver wats near baee’s Opera 
dlouse and’ directly opposite what is now the 
Grange Thal. All the neighbors around would 
usc these wells from which to draw water. 

To get back to the monument: The Com- 
mon Council donated $200.00 for the monument 
and the rest. was raised by public donations. 
Children in the public school brought dimes 
and nickels to the tune of over $300.00. Every- 
one. in the town was thrilled. Elaborate exer- 
cises were held for the unveiling—a big parade, 
a Jarge crowd, firemen ino uniform, many war 
veterans, the band, lodge members, etc. 

The attend 
the dedicatory oration. delivered by the Rey. 
| ae, 
Church. It was unveiled oi Decoration Day, 
May 30th, 1896. AIL of the school children were’ 
on hand carrying American flags. “Phe ceremony 


citizens braved a rainstorm to 


Ghapman, pastor of the Presbyterian 


was very tmpressive. Little did the citizens know 
at that “tine just what was to happen thirty 
years. later. 


In 1922 the state highway department built 


anew concrete highway through the town. Each 


year the traflic mereased so that by 1926 it was 
considered best to have the monument remoy- 
ed. (But not wrecked) “Phere were any number 
of places where it could have been moved to, 
andat a very small expense. Several’ patriotic 
citizens offercd to stand the eX pense ‘of moving. 
PURE Da 
DOWN.” A rope was ucd around the statue 
and fastened to a truck—DOWN IT CAME— 
and in picces and the metal was sold for junk, 
That was on December 29, 1926. 


Vhe orders) were 


Nothing remains of the monument today, to 
my knowledge, but one of the small horses’ 
heads, from which water was ejected from the 
fountain into a drinking basin for horses. It is 
now in the possession of Mr. Louis A. Hart who 
obtained it from the Tred ‘Thomas. Mr. 
Thomas witnessed the wrecking of the monu- 


late 


ment and loudly protested HUE tS WoO avary He 
then picked up the above and took it home. 
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In the GAZETTE of. January 14,. 1927, the 
following poem was published as a protest by 
the late C. A. S. Gulick of Schooley’s Mountain 
road: 


THE OLD’MONUMENT (SPEAKS) 


Here I have stood lor many years, 
Placed here by patriots ‘mid lusty cheers, 
Millions of people have passed me by, 
Millions of hearts have heaved a sigh. 
Lam the memory of living and dead ‘ 
Who struggled for the union as Lincoln said. 
The struggle was bitter and the toll was great, 
Brother killed brother, love turned to hate. 


I must give way to the automobile, . 

That ts. the way | was made to feel. 

_ Surely some spot can be found 

The ideals f stand for Postill can profound. 


a 
+ 

wy 

| : 


But alas, here comes the junk man with a stout: 
rope. | 

He has pulled me to the concrete and my back 
Bs broke” ; 

Where are the citizens of yesteryear 

Who placed ime here with lusty cheers. 


I think the citizens of Hackettstown 

Could at least have gently taken me down. 
Iwas a memorial to the boys Of sixty-five, 
But few of them ave now alive. 


Who remembers the famous day and year, 

When the patriots of Hackettstown placed me- 
PERO 105 

The boys it scems are now forgotten 

As 1 lie on the junk pile to rust and rotten. 


‘Many people have not forgotten Uris affair 
and still claim that from a patriotic standpoint, 
this was the most disgraceful act ever perpetrat- 


ed in-OUR SVOWN. 





Soldiers’ Monument erected 1896. Demodlished December 29, 1926, 
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LIST OF HACKETTSTOWN PROPLE 


World War Veterans 


WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR I 


Aber, Raymond W, 
Ackerman, Orville C. 
Allen, Emery M. 
Althouse, Peers — 
Applegate, Howard 
Applegate, Alden 
Apgar, Elston 
Ashley, John 
Ashley, J. Clarence 
Atwood, Will G. 
Ayers, Floyd 


Balmoos, John 
Bayley, William E. 
Bartow, John 
Bartron, William 
Ball, Clarence I. 
Baker, Albert L. 
Bertron, Charles FE. 
Bertorelli, John 
Bertorelli, Joe 
Bertorelli, Frank 
Bell, George I. 
Blau, Charles A. 
Blessing, Joseph M. 
Bogli, John 
Bordello, Danton — 
Brant, Augustus FT, 
Brant, Harrison 
Bryan, Russell A. 
Bryan, Wilbur A. 
Brown, E. Rusling 
Brokaw, Elmer 
Brass, Cornelius 
Bunnell, Eugene P. 
Buckley, Joel T. 
Burke, Michael 
Bulkley, F. C. 
Burnhardt, Clause. 
Beaty, Lehman 
Buell, Leonard A. 


Carter, Lewis 
Carrey, Joseph 
Cantano, Joseph 
Cassedy, Clark B. 
Chapin, Robert M. 
Class, Frank 
Clark, Hobert 
Cooper, Herman S. 
Cortright, David 
Covert, William E. 
Combes, Harry B. 
Cockran, Lloyd Bb. 
Cronin, William J. 
Cramer, William P. 
Cruts, Raymond 
Crane, Edgar 


DeSantis, John 


Deremer, William G. 


Deremer, Charles 
Diehl, William, Jr. 
Dittag, William 
Dilts, Raymond 
Dorcas, Marvin 
Dorcas, William ¥V. 
Drake, George 


Emmons, Frank B. 
Engroff, Elmer 
Everitt, $. DeWitt 
Everitt, Isaac D. 


Feller, Francis 


Erost, Harry 


Fine, Arthur 

Fine, Henry 
Fleming, James E. 
Fleming, W. Egbert 
Fowler, James F. 
Foster, Raymond 
Fontana, Giuseppe 


Frantz, Isaac. 
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Gallagher, Robert 
Gerken, George C. 
Gibbs, V. Ryall 

Good, Donald S. 
Gobel, Floyd L. 
Green, John CG. Jr. 
Gruendyke, William 1. 
Grogan, L.co 

Gulick, Ivan E. 


Hance, Burtis M. 


Hann, Silas 

Hann, Ernest 
Hankinson, Leslie CG. ~ 
Hankinson, Leroy 
Hall, Miss Sydney 
Halstead, Harold C. 


Hammerstein, Raymond 
Hlendershot, Jacob 


Hendershot, Harry 


~ Hendershot, Wesley R. 


Heyder, Francis 
Howcll, Miss Elva S. 
Howell, Lewis R. 
Howell, Miller bB. 
Holden, Edwin Roy 
Hoover, Arthur 
Hoover, Clarence E. 
Hoover, Frank 
Hoover, Clarence 


Ingraham, Cosby 


Johnson, John R. 
Johnson, Raymond C. 
Johnson, Iva 
Johnston, Raymond S. 
June, Morris G. 


Kennedy, George 
Kishpaugh, Marvin 
Klose, Arnold 
Klose, Kar] 

Klose, William W. 
Kowalzuck, Stephen 


LaRue, George - 
LaRue, Hampton 
{.aRue, Lester 
LaRue, Robert G. 
Loder, Robert A. 


~ Luff, John W. 


Martin, Alvin H. 


_ Martin, J. Garr 


Martyn, Hamill D. 
Maines, Howard D. 
Maines, Paul M, 
Mason, Morgan 
Merrill, CG. Kenneth 
Millen, Roger 
Mitchell, George G. Jr. 
Mills, John K. 
MacClellan, Frederick 
McCormack, Frank 
McDonald, Daniel 
McDonald, Francis 





McDonald, Joseph 
McGovern, Jack 
McKiniry, James 
McKiniry, Alfred 
McMullen, James 


Osmun, Harold M. 


Parr, Judson CG, 
Parr, Clarence 
Parks, Floyd 
Perrine, Edward 
Pentergast, Peter 
Pendy, Martin 


Pendy, Marcus 


Phoebus, Claude 
Phoebus, Percy 
Pickel, Frank 


~ Ramsey, Lewis H. 


Randall, Robert W. 
Reese, Fred M. 


Rippstein, Fred 


Rice, Kenneth D. 
Richter, Rdward, Jr. 
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Rittenhouse, Win. S. 


Robertson, Clarence 
Runyon, Harry’ 
Russell, Richard 


Samuel, Howard H. 
Santucci, Mario. 
Savacool, Allred 
Schmeal, Vhomas 
Shaffer, John 
Sherrer, Harry 
Scharrer, Andrew E. 
Skinner, Archibald 
‘Smith, Charles A, 
Smith, Herbert 
Smuth, Frank 
Smith, Lloyd ‘TP. 
Snyder, Almer J. 
Snook, William 
Solomon, Abraham 
Spell, Ernest 

Spell, [Henry 

Stiff, Justin N. 
Stewart, Elmer 
Suff, Edson 
Strong, John S. 
Stafford, Joseph E. 
Sutton, Leroy 
Sutton, Charles C. 





Sutton, Albert 
Sutton, Lester 
Sutton, Karl 
Sutton, ‘Phomas 
Swartz, Lyndon 


- Sytor, Frederick 


Sytick, Alexander 


Peeter, Harry G. (Jr. 
Terrick, ‘Alexander 
‘Vhomas, Alvah 
Vhorp, Milton kK. 
‘Tims, Clarence 
‘Vitman, Willis S. 
Townley, Raymond 
‘Townley, Percy H. 
‘Townley, Elmer 


_Toephter, William S. 
‘Trimmer, S. Walls 


‘Trimmer, Samuel 


‘Thomas, Krederick W. 


Urivich, Carl 


VanMiddlesworth, John 


Vail, Edward 


-Viiet, Richard 


Viet, Russell 
Vliet, Miller No 


American Legion Home — Willow Grove Street (1954). 


Wade, Charles ‘T. 
Wade, Ellis W. 
Washer, James L. 
Weller, Ernest 
Welsh, Harrison M. 
Welsh, Ralph Lb. 
White, George F. 


Wheeler, Stewart J. 
~Widuier,. Fred, 


Wyker, John af 
White, Miller 


ae , a 
Charles August Blau 
U.S. Marine Corp: 
Diced at Pensacola, la. 
Feb. dth, 1918, aged 21 years 


* ; ag 


Corp. William S. Rittenhouse 
Medical Department 
Died. in France, Sept. 20, 1918 


+ _ ® . 
Lieut. Elis Whitfield Wade 
Headquarters GoAbS thy. Ae eG: 
Died in France, Dec. 27th, LIS 
Pa ve te 
Miller B. Howell 
Co. H 352 liifantry 


Killed in actron 


Aug. 15, LOT8, 26 years old 


4 


a 


Wilson, kdward A, | 
Wright, ‘Palmadge C. 
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American Legion Ambulance (1951). 


VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II 


Following is a list of the Men and Women 


from Hackettstown who served in the Armed 
Services of the United States in World War 
PWO. This list docs. not include those who 
joined after. the Armistice was signed, those 
in the army of occupation or those in the Korean 
War, as these allairs are still in progress. 

[t has been a very discouraging task ‘to com- 
pile this list as those drafted were taken from 
Warren County as a unit and not from any 
_particular town and the present dralt board 
has no records prior to 1949. This list has been 


compiled from and checked with three different 


lists of veterans and every effort has becn- made 
to include each and every one. 1 pray that no 
one has been omitted. 

‘The Victory in Europe (V-E DAY). “Phe un- 
conditional surrender was signed May 7, 1945, 
at 2:41 A.M. in Reims Headquarters, “Vhat is 
May,,0,,.. IDG). at 8:41 p-un, Eastern Standard 
‘Time. | 

The Victory over Japan (V-J DAY). Japan 
surrendered Aug. I4, 1945. Formal surrender 
on board the U.S.S. Missouri on Sept. 2, 1945, 
Far Eastern ‘Time. 
Frank O, Ackerman 
Robert Ackley. 
Edward Ackley 


Galen IF. Adams 
‘Joseph M. Albanito 
Frank J. Albanito 


Ly 


Anthony Albanito 


John W. Armstrone 


Richard Armstrong 
Allred Applegate 


~ Donald Apgar 


Clyde M. Apgar 
Herbert W. 
~ John J. Allen 
Herbert G. Ayers 
Harry lL. Ayers 
Horace W. Ayers 
William Ayers Jr. 
John Ayers 
Gordon Ayers 


Clarence Ball 
Edson Ball 
Richard Batson 
Ralph Batson - 
Walter Batson 
Gus Bachman 
Ray Bartron 
Nathan Bailey 
Richard C. Battey 
Harry Beers 
Brantford B. 
Franklin ‘VP. Beaty 
Warren Beaty 
Wilbur Beatty 


Anderson 


Benton 





Clyde Beatty 
Harold W. Beatty 
Willis Beatty” 
Malcoln Beatty 
Lillian Beatty 
Margaret: Beatty 
Arthur Blake 
Robert Blake 
George Bell 
Harry ’ Bell 

Emile Benoist 


‘David’ Benoist 


Walter Bemis 
Lloyd Best 

James L. Best 
Dale Beltzner 
Oscar Benson 
John Bennett 
Robert W. Bennett 
Elsworth Bird 
Gorden Bird 
George W. Blount 
Walter P.. Boice 
Arthur Boice 
Andrew Bocchino 
Francis P. Bluker 
Edward Bluker 
Alex Bonar 
Theodore J. Bonar 
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Stanley Bonar 

Paul Brager 
Norman Brager 
Homer Bryant 
Leroy Burdge — 
Stanley Burger 
earl W. Burger 
Waldo Burger 
Junius W. Birchard 
George L. Brown 
William Bennett 
Roland Bull 
George D. Bunwell 
Harrie Burk 
Terrance Byrne’ 


Richard Campbell 
John F. Cannon 
John F. Cannon Jr. 
Gerald. Cannon 
Chester Carswell 
‘Thomas J. Cashman 


‘Clifford. B. Carpenter 


Gilbert Carpenter 
Charles C. Case 
Frank CG. Case 
James Caldwell 
Ernest Cardello 
Romeo Caperna 
Frank Capobianco 
George I. Class 
James I, Cline 
Joseph Corcoran 
Harold’ Gonnolly 
Gibson Cooper 


~ Claude W. Cummins | 


Joseph Chabok 

N. Fred Cole 
Richard R. Clawson 
Charles Christine 
Robert Curl 
George Curl 
Clarence Cummins 
Charles A. Cudney 


Robert Dalley 
Harold J. Dalley Jr. 
John Dans oe ‘ 
Leonard Davis 
Jerome Dichl 

John A. Diehl 


Allred B. Dellicker 
Wiliam Dellicker 
William Deremeér 
John Deremer 
Paul Dilts 


Benjamin Dickerson 
Tloward) Dickerson 


Howard C. Danley 
James R,. Demiont 
Ernest’ Deumer 
Charles Doland 
Paul G. Deitz 
Frederick H. Dietz 
Vony DeSantis — 
Andrew Dimaio 
William: Dougherty 
Richard W. Dougherty 
Charles Dimicelli Jr. 


Seth F.. Fastnvan 
Raymond Elias 
Roland -Esdatle 
Robert Errington 
William Eyre 
Stanley Ezyk 


Leonard M. Fiedler 
Paul R. Fielder 


Stanley diedler 


John D. Fitzgerald 
Robert. J. Forman 
Norman) Freeman 
Victor Freeman 
Kebert Fleming 


Warren Feller 


Dalton Feller 


Lester Faraday 


» John Fazekas 


Kenneth D. Garris 
Carl J. Gardner 
William E. Getchius 
Williany J. Giles 
David Goble 
Donald A. Good 
Wallace H. Good 
Richard Gingland 
John Groome 
Gerald Green 
Kdward M. Green 
Walter M. Green 


Frederick 


William Greenham 
Eva M. Gulick 
Harold W. Gulick 
Herbert Gulick 
Lewis Gulick 
Claude F. Gibbs 
Clarence G. Gibbs 
Joseph Gibbs 
Lewis’ Grotl 

John Groover 
Ralph Groover 
Harold Groover 
Richard LL. Grover 
Charles L.. Grover 
Frank Grabinski 
Robert Gray 

John Grace 

Harry Grace 
Fugene Grace 
Robert Grant 


Richard N., Gruendyke 


Robert D. Gruendyke 


Donald Hann 
William Hann 
Leroy Hall 

Harry Harmon. 
Llarmon. 
Robert Hainilton | 
Lemont Hankinson 
Wildrick tart 


~ Robert Hart 


John -J. Hart 
Donald Hart — 
Wilbur Hart 


Jacob Flare 


Robert A. Haylord 
Russell Harrison 
William Harrison 
Irving W. Harrison 
Edwin M. Harrison 
Norman. Elarrison 
Janet Harris 
Walter Harvey 
Daniel Harris 
John L, Hanson 
Edward N. Hageman 
Wesley Hazelton 
Andrew. Flazelton 


John C. Henzler 
Richard tlombordy 
John J. Heneck 
John A. Fill 

Wesley C. Hill 
Howard Housel . 
Watson W. Hollman 
Frederick LL. Hoffman 
Mansheld S. Hollman 
Ralph S. Horton 
Robert J. Holder 
Harold Tlendershot 
Benjamin ‘L. Holman 
Carl J. Horton 
James W. Hoppock 
Gerald Hut 

Dorothy Ilutf 
Raymond V. Huff 


John G. Elurley 


William Hulse 
Marvin Hummer 
Joseph ELummer 
Clarence Flapkins 
Russel C. Flopkins 
Wilbur Howell 
Harold Elueber 
George A. ELucber 


Earl uy. Ike 


David EK. Johnson 
Robert Johnson 


Clinton Johnsoa 


Samucl Kass 


* Edward: Kay 


James Kay 


~ Harold) Kennedy 


Dorothy Kennedy 
Robert Kennedy 
Donald Kinsey 
Ralph Kinsey ; 
Lawrence ‘TP. Kimble 
Donald Kimble 
Herbert f.. King Jr. 
Albert. Ts. Kantner 
James Kober 

Ralph Knechel 
George Katley 
Arthur J. 
Frank Kishpaugh Jr. 
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Wilbert Kishpaugh 
Howard Knechel 
Peter Kowalick 
Alex Kowalick 
Charles E. Kirchner 
Harry Kishpiaugh 


Thomas H. LaBar 
Harold W. Lance 
John Lake Jr. 
Lawrence, W, Lance 
Robert) Lintner 
Morris Levitt 

~ Arthur Levitt 
Paul Lesch 

Carl Lemasters 
Harold J. Loerch 
Ruth Loerch 
Lloyd Losey 
Robert Losey 
John Lulkowiez 
Edward Lutskow 
Robert Lloyd 
John R. Luff 


Donald) Lull 
Joseph Lynch 


Frank Mattison 
Anolrio Marino 
Dr. C. A, Maxwell 
Douglas Maxwell 
Henry Martin 
William Mayberry 
Melvin Mayberry 
Floyd McNeel 
Ralph ‘P. McNeel 
Louis Morgan 
Robert W. Morgan 
James Mooncy 
Leonard Mooney 
Barbara Mooney 
Robert Mecker 
John Mecker 

John S$. Michiiewicz 
Grant McDaniels 
James Moore 
Emerson McDonald 
Fred McDonald 
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Ralph: M. McConnell. John O’Hea 


Kurt Myer 
Daniel Melnyk 
Wasil Meclnyk 
Fred) McDaniels 
James M. Middaugh 
Samuel Morreale 
Norman A, Mohr 
David Muir 
George Michell 
Joseph Melnyk 
Arthur Meyer - 


Howard Niper 
Lyman HH. Nunn 
Frank D. Nunn 
Lewis Nunn 
Joseph R. Nunn 
Alfred M. Nunn 


Milton Osimun 
Paul Ort 

Paul O’Flea 
Henry O’Hea Jr. 


Charles O’ Hea: 
Raymond O'Reilly: 


George Paddock 
Richard Parks 
Floyd Parks 
Kdgar. M, Parks 
Olin Parks 
Calvin D, Park 
Courtland Palmer 
Raymond Palmer 
)Veronica Pendy 
Lewis Petty 
Walter Petty 


‘Edward C. Petty 


Agnes Pazew 
Robcrt Peterson 
Jack Popovich 
Alfred Poyer 
Ifarry L. Pearce 
Clifford :A, Pearce 
Jesse Pearce 
Lilford S. Pearce 





First World War Memorial. High School grounds. Unyeiled Armistice Day, 1934. 
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Louis Pearce 
‘Richard Pool 

Jesse HH. Powell 
Marie Piteo 

Lillian Piteo 
“Roland Phoebus 
George M. Prall Jr. 


James Ray 

IkImer Reed 
Datis: Reed 
Kenneth Reed 
Henry F. Reedell 
Oscar J. Reedell 
Raynour Rudolph 
Robert Reidinger 


~ Paul Reidinger 


Vincent Reidinger 
Ired F. Reidinger Jr. 
Robert H. Rice 
Donald R. Reese 

Paul Reese 

Dr. Robert J. Rosen 
Albert Rost 

" Alfred A. Ross 

Mary Robson 

Linn F. Robbins 
William Richter: 
Gideon Rivers 
‘Wilmot Rush 

William E. Roberts ° 
Abram Roberts 
Dorothy R. Robertson 
Wilbur J. Rosenbaum: 
Robert Richardson 
Raymond Ruth 
Michael Russack 

~ Tony Russack 
John Russack 
Dennis J. Ryan 
Gerald ‘T. Ryan 
Jack J. Ryan 
Joseph Ryan 


Howard H. Samuel 
George Saunders Jr. 
Charles W. Sargent 
Marshall Sargent 
Herbert Saunders 
Edgar Saville Jr. 
Rev. Harold Scott 


Betty Sherry 
Olin Schmeal 
John H. Schmeal 
Wim. G. Schmeal 


George Shaw 
C 


Howard G. Sharp 
Carl Seber Jr. 
Arthur Stender 
Douglas A. Schieple 
Wilbur Stefans . 
Augustus Schroeder 
Lester Schroeder 
Harry Schroeder 
William C. Schroeder 
Kdward Saciloski 
Edward F. Sproch 
Samuel Shirey 
Lawrence Stevens 
James Straley 
Wayne Sherrer 
Phillip Scheller 
Walter Stafford 
Leon Shrank 
Joseph Snook 
Nelson Sliker 
George Shawger 
Charles Shinkowski 
Stanley Shinkowski 
John Smolinski 

C. J. Shimanski 
Charles A. Smith Jr. 
Horace, Smith 
Cloyd Smith 

Leslie Smith: 
Marcus Smith 


Ralph Smith 


Leroy Smith 
Joseph Smith 
Andrew Smith Jr. 


~-. Gilbert Smith 


David J. Smith 
Lester Smith 


~ Harold Smith — 


Kenneth F. Smith 
Leonard C. Smith. 
Dr. J. Meredith Smith 
William C. Snyder 
Paul Solomon 

Milton Solomon 
Harry B. Solomon 


Dr. Steven Stanowicz 


Joseph Stanowicz 
Walter Shawyer 
Frank A. Souders 
Frank Stefan 
Wilbur F, 
Florace F. 


Stender 
Stevens 
Robert J. Stevens 
Bruce Stout 
Gilbert Stout 
John ‘LT. 
Ralph L. Strowbridge 
Charles R. Sutton 
Franklin R. Sickle 
Karl F. 
Archie Sutton 
Robert Sutton — 


Strowbridyve 


Schramm 


‘Frank Syfor . 


Robert Syfor 

C. ‘Frederick. Schineal 
Frederick L.» Strass 
Clifford B. Seeley 


Harvey, L. 


Frank Ulw je , 


‘Harry Vass 
» Flarold Van Stone 


Russel Valentine 
Raymond Vey 
Robert Vey 
Louis. Vliet 
Miller S.. Vliet 
Mrs.. Ruby og NG 
John Wadsworth 
Alma Wadsworth 
John Washburn 
Frank Walsh 

Leon Walling 
William Webb 

Carl D. Westerburg 
Allison Wolfarth 
Vincent Ward 
Washer 


- “Tem Whelan 


Emmit ‘Talmadge 
Charles Thatcher . 
William “Vhorp - 
George S. ‘Fallon 
Roland Thomas 
Alvah J. Thomas ° 
Sarah ‘Viflany 

Carl A. Testa 
Charles P. “Thomas 
Harry ‘Vhomas Jr. 
Bertrand ‘Tierney 
Robert Tierney 
John F. ‘Villou 
Charles ‘Tillou 
Clarence “Vynan 
Edwin Tynan | 
Frank ‘Tomaino 
Henry ‘Tomaino 


Charles ‘Vomaino 


Lynn Whelan 

Jay M. Welsh 

David Welsh 

Eugene J. Welsh 
Albert Wheeler 

Alfred D. Wolfe | 
Howard E. Williamson 
Leo EL. Wriliamson 


Hugh F. Woods 


John W. Wiley 


. Judson Wilcy 


Luther W. Willever 
Leonard W. Wire ‘ 
Francis Wilson 
William White 


Carl W. Young 
Karl ‘T’. Young 


C xeorge Yonkers 


‘THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES 


Robert Beaty 
William 1L.. Corcoran 
Arthur C.. Brock 
Paul Curl 

Alfred H. Forman 
Donald LaRue 

Axel S. Reedell 


Francis J. Ross 

Bruce H. Schmeal 
Edison G. Stiff 
Everitt Middaugh 
Joseph F. Mecker 
Edward A. Sullivan — 
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The Bowers Family 


One of Hackettstown’s oldest business con- 
-cerns is M. B. Bowers & Son, located at No. 128 
Willow Grove street. ‘They were established in 
1858 when Robert. Q. Bowers purchased the 
foundry business from Mr, J. S. Little. 

First, let us trace this family back for one 
hundred and cighty-five years. Jacob Bowers 
was born in Germany, came to this country and 
settled in Greenwich township, Warren County, 
N. J. prior to the Revolutionary War, where 
he engaged in farming and resided during the 
‘remainder of his life. His children were two 
sons, Jacob, Jr., and Christopher, and several 
daughters. 

Jacob the son, born February 4th, 1770, mar- 
vicd Margaret, a daughter of Michacl Banghart, 
and half sister of Rev. George Banghart, a well- 
known circuit rider and clergyman of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church for nearly a half century. 
The children born, of this marriage were An- 





drew, Jacob, Garner, Michael B., John C., Cath- 
erine and Sarah. 

Michael B. Bowers was born October 25, 1808. 
On account of his father’s: death he was in early 
life thrown upon his own resources. At the age 
of eighteen, he was apprenticed to, learn the iron 
foundry business at Sarepta, Warren County, 
where he served three years, and for three years 
following worked as a journeyman in the same 
place for Mr. P.. P. Campbell. On November 5, 
1830, he married Hannah Quick of Sarepta, who 
bore him two sons, Robert Q. and John. She was 
born April 18, 1810 and died January 6, 1838. 
For his second wife he married, on March 26, 
1840, Catherine, a daughter of Peter and Mary 
Hornbaker, of Jackson Valley. Vhe children of 
this union were Sering, Mary Elizabeth and 
George. 

The Bowers family operated an iron. foundry 
and plow manufacturing business in Pottersville, 


North Main Street from Square (1900). 
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North Main Street from Square (1954). 


in Hunterdon County and later one at Fair- B., marricd Dorothea ‘Vaylor and they have two 

mount, in Washington “Vownship where they daughters as follows: Ruth who married Tut- 

also did) wheelwrighting and blacksmithing. hill Hawkins, and Roberta who marricd Donald 

The principal business was near Brass Castle, A. Good: ied . 

on the Pohatcong creck. Michacl Bowers. car- pneaey gs pied ; 
The foundry business was eventually given 


ricd on a plow manufacturing business at the sig 
up and replaced with the sale of farm imple- 


ments, hardware, tools, etc. A great part of the 
business is done with farmers, some of whom 


above place from 1829 to 1869: 

Robert Quick Bowers, a son of Michael B., 
cane to Hackettstown in 1858 and purchased 
the foundry business which had been operated 
by J. S. Little for many years on Willow Grove 


have been wading with. this same firm for two . 


and threc generations. 


strcet.. His son Michael B. Bowers succeeded Mr. Wilbur F. Bowers is considered a fine 
his father in the operation of this foundry busi- business man and has been very successful. He 
ness for some years. Michael B., born in) 1857, has served for a number of years on the Com- 
diced February 27, 1933. His son, Wilbur Fisher mon Council of Hackettstown. Several years ago 
Bowers was born January 17, 189b and = man- he purchased the old) Dr. William Rea stone 
aged the business from the death of his father in house on lower Main street and presented it to 
1933, up to this date. On June 1, 1915 Wilbur the town to be used. as a Community Center. 
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The Plate Family 


One of Hackettstown’s oldest places of busi- 


ness is Plate’s: Jewelry Store now located at No. 
193 Main street, corner ol Kast Moore street. Mr. 
Gustay Plate the present proprictor is the third 
generation of this family to continuc in_ this 
business. But let us go back to the ‘founder of 


this enterprise. 


Theodore G. Plate; Sr., waS a son of John 
Peter and Charlotte Von den Bergen Plate, of 
Roensahl, Westphalia, Prussia. His father, a 
native of Valbert, Prussia, engaged ‘for many 
years in the business of a “kline smith” at. Roen- 
sahl, and died in 1855. Out of a family of seven 


children three emigrated to this country, 


Mr. Plate was born at Roensahl, on March 
4, 1830, and attended school until he reached 
the age of fifteen. He then entered the’ factory 
of his brother, a plano manufacturer, for the 
purpose of learning the trade. Tle remained 
with his brother for several years, and then 
Frankfort-on-the-Main 


worked ‘at his trade at 


and at Hesse-Darmstadt for nine, months each. 


In 1851, upon attaining his majority, he left 
his- native New York 
City on September 29th of that) year, “Upon 
landing at New York, Mr. Plate at first entered 


country and ‘landed in 


the employ of Firth & Pont, piano muikers, with 
whom he remained two years. He then worked 
four years for Raven & Bacon, in the sume 
business, 


In -October, 1857, he located at Hacketts-: 


town, and worked in the jewelry business wath 
Charles Hairhouse until the following March, 
when he established himsclf at Hope, N. J., and 
carried on the business of a jewcler. Alter one 
year he returned to Hackettstown, where he 
opened a jewelry store. By courteous and faith- 
ful attention to business he accumulated consid- 
crable property. For many ycars he was located 
in his own building which was called “Vhe Plate 
Building’ and is now occupied by ‘The Grange. 


161 


Mr. Plate was married twice,-the first wife 
being Friederika Buerhaus, of Kluppelberg, in 
Rhineland; whom he inarried September 3, 1853. 
She was born August 22, 1830 and died May 12, 
1870, leaving two daughters. On August 31, 1872, 
he marricd Julia Vollberg and by this marriage 
was born ‘Theodore G. Plate Jr. on September 2, 
1873. Vheodore Jr., was cducated in the Hack- 
eutstown Public: schools, Centenary Collegiate: 
Institute and Cornell University. On April 18, 


- 1900, ‘Dorie’ was married to Liltas Parsons,. of 


‘Voledo, Ohio. 


In 1901, the younger Mr. Plate acceded to 
his father’s wishes and gave up his engineering 
practice and entered ‘the jewelry business with 
his father. Mr. Vheodore Plate Sr., died July 2, 
1915, and on September 1, 1909, his wile passed 
away. In 1903, Ma. Plate Jr., had purchased the 
jewelry business outright from his father and 
continued to operate it until his death. Mr. and 
Mrs. “Vheodore G. Plate Jr. had one son, Gustav 
Parsons Plate, who was born June 25, 1903. He 
eraduated trom high school and attended Rut- 
gers University and then entered the family jew- 
clry business as the third generation. 


Mr. Gustav P. Plate, the present proprictor, 
marricd Juliactta Cole on September 15, 1938. 
They have a son ‘Vheodore Gustay. Plate III 
who was born July 24, 1943. May he, as. the 
fourth generation follow in the footsteps of his 
forefathers and may he-too, be successful as a. 
jeweler, and in Hackettstown, . 





Main Street South from Square (1900). 
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Main Street South from Square (1951). 
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_ The Peoples National 


The Peoples National Bank was incorporated 
on October 1, 1906, and opened tor business 
on the same day. Following is a list of the first 
Board of Directors together with their officers: 
President, Robert A. Cole; Vice President, W. 
G. Sutphin; Cashier, M. “T. Welsh; other direc- 
tors were J. H. Vescelius, Lewis VP. LaBar, Lewis 
Merrill, George S. “Vownsend, Gilbert ‘TP. Welsh. 

Robert A. Cole served as President from 
1906 to 1917, from 1917 to 1925, the President 
was M. ‘TP. Welsh. ‘Phe third president was J. 
Miller Welsh who served from 1925 to 1949, 
and from 1949 Herbert L. King has been the 

President. 

The following men have served as directors: 
Jerre B. Salmon, Robert H. Woodrutl, Fred 
W. Haggerty, Claude E. Cook, W. E. Swanger, 
John Saunders, Will G. Atwood, E. Y. Wil- 
liams, Robert B. Ward, Charles R. Westbrooke, | 
Wilbur F. Bowers, Ralph Bowers, Robert W. 
Vey, Aaron M. Lundy, William Lanterman. 

The bank purchased the four story brick 
building on Main street near Grand avenue, 
from Charles Wade before opening for business 
in 4906.) | 
This building was built by “Phomas Shields 
Jr., and completed by April 1866. The first floor 
has always been used. for business purposes. 
Originally the second floor was occupied as a 
residence and the third floor as a lodge room. 
The building for many years was known as 
“Shield’s Hall,” as the fourth floor was fitted up 
as a theatre or assembly room. It had an inckined 
floor fitted out with seats, and a stage with scen- 
cry and appropriate dressing rooms. Many trav- 
cling shows and local entertainments were held 
‘here.’ It was Hackettstown’s second place for 
public gatherings, the first being ‘Union Hall’ 
on the corner of Main street and Liberty. 

The first floor was occupied for many years 
as a gents Clothing store, first by John A. Viger 
and secondly by Frank and Charles Wade. ‘The 
second floor, as a residence was occupied by 
John ‘Viger, Daddy Apgar-and later by the Hack- 
ettstcown Men’s Club. ‘Vhe third floor has been 


Bank of Hackettstown 


occupied by various lodges and the top floor 
was used for years: by the Masonic Lodge for 
mectings. 

In May, LO, this building was destroyed by 
fire and the Peoples Bank “took temporary quar- 
ters in the brick building at the corner of Main 
and Liberty strects, Known as 125 Main street. 
Vhe new bank building at Main street and 
Grand avenue, was constructed in 1919-50 and 


the bank moved in and opened for business in: 


this new location on December 18, 1950. 
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“Shields Hall? ‘built by Thomas Shields, Jr., in’ 1866. 
Occupied by Peoples Bank, 1906 to 1942. Destroyed 
by fire May 1942. 
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Built in 1919—opened December 18, 1950. 
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Business Directory of Hackettstown, 


Charles. M. Albright, Garage Proprietor 


“Harry Apgar, Laxi service 
Howard Axford, Auto Dealer 
John Antantes, Fruit Dealer 
William Ayers, Painter 

Ross Ayers, Painter 

Howard Ajemian, Photographer 
William [.. Apgar, “Vaxi service 
Henry E. Ader, Huckster 
Martin Armstrong, 
Elston Apgar, Produce 


Insurance 


Fred Ayers, Printer 
Harris Allen, Contractor 


John Bertorelli, Contlectioner 
Albert W. Bach, Drugeist 

“John G, Beck, Painter, Contractor 
Stanley Blackwood, ‘Trucking 
Wim. E. Bayley, Insurance 

Henry Blessing, Carpenter 

Jacob B. Beatty, Carpenter 

Dewey Beatty, Woodworking 
Grover C. Bird, Auto Repair Shop 
M. B. Bowers, Foundry 

John R. Brant, Upholsterer 

John R. Bellis, Editor 

Miller Bertron, Blacksmith 

Lewis Berkhardt, Barber 

Phillip Boice, Baker 

I. W. Barker, Service station 
Henry L. Beaty, Miller 


Samuel Corcoran, Plumber 

Louis Carpenter, Hotel Proprietor 
Lloyd Cockran, Undertaker 

Dr. Frank Cook, Physictan 

Dr. Chas, H. Cline, Physician 

S. C., Cutler,. Publisher 

Dr. J. W. Curtis, Dentist 

August Caperna, Mason Contractor 
Daniel Christine, Mason Contractor 
Walter L. Cook, Department store 
Alden Carpenter, “Taxi . 
Russell A. Cook, Merchant 

Claude Cook, Lawyer 


Harry Curl, Barber 
Leroy W. Curl, Confectionery 
Wim, T. Carpenter, Drayman 


Peter Dughi, Candy store 

Dr. Dalrymple, Physician 
George Dence, Lumber 

Harry Dulford, Builder « 

John Dichl, Carpenter 

Jacob Deremer, Produce Dealer 
Chas. Dimiceli, Barber 

Arthur Demiceli, Barber 


J. Milton Everitt, Contractor 
Randolph Emery, Blacksmith 
George TP. Everitt, Mayor ~ 


B. Feldman, Junk Dealer 

B. Frank Fox, Cigars 

Janres Fisher, Attorney 

Win. A. Fleming, Insurance 
Mallory Fletcher, Manulacturer 


Thomas Grogan, Bottler 
Robert Grant, Blacksmith 


William Gruendyke, Garage Proprictor 


Ellwood W. Grocndyke, Batteries 


John Y. Hart, Policeman 

Daniel Harris, Clothing 

Andrew Heberling, Druggist 
Genevieve Hall, Dresses 
Leslie Hankinson, Store Manager 
Roscoe I. Hart, Florist 

Arminius Fart, Florist 

Frank Hoover, Merchant 

Charles Howell, Sign Painter 
James A. Harris, Clothing 
Andrew S. Hibler, kumber Dealer 
Lewis B. Hayward, Store Manager 
Win. A. Hoffman, Hardware Store 
Dr. Geo. Holden, Dentist 
Reginald Hart, Florist 

Harry Hazen, Plumbing Contractor 


1930 




























eee +e ibid with is ee 
ie ME pAb ea 6) EI oe | 
ity ‘ oy m am pit if ba ae ‘re 7 


ith a 
, Lee vite ve 
ine oe | digg’? » | 





a biol noth A | 
. pens re erat tlybobeiest sith, ae a. Abe 
Pall nine wg tr is ¥ ate 


ne we 3 i am i 


ae dant sili a) i eles 
deg col snc &, ule, 


quik voter exnels - 
— gorectueed quite A a 
momar? soho viol 
| r “ vba 
— gohiodl - gon? enmod T Beostodyil: Neale rr eae 
- Phimedodd ned r9odost a) ee ‘ville > § Cm 4 
seo sireqortt agai) saybaw 1d want Changi rhage Aantal wom | Se 


wren oayboeh) We boowtts of “pebontl gery aa, 7 


j t —s 7 J io qifidt 
 pehnarilot, gaskt No ado], ; | " Poa sitet ode Ww ew: 
qeidiol) iveht isan | ot. a nape hor bane 4“ 
vignwr( ggoitiodsit werttin #. ore ee 
: ene inkl saivenv” hath ee 
qygeanh sor andi dawH otheod ve 
_ seine “ee 4 _ d 


ia + mba: ine an 


166 THE SPORY OF HACKED ES TOWN 


John Jagger, Inn Keeper ‘ . Herman Rosenson, Merchant 
. Chas, Reidinger Jr., Merchant 

Nathan Klotz, Butcher w a C.V.S. Rea, Druggist 
John Kinsey, Painter 
Howard Klotz, Banker Chris Schroeder, Butcher 
ferome Kinsey, Painter Harold W. Snyder, Department store 
Herbert L. King, Banker Ernest S. Saunders, Mason Gontractor 
James S. Karr, Goal Dealer’. George E. Saunders, Grocery store 

io Louis Soloman, Dry Goods 
George Lake, Creamery. — George P. Smith, Groceries 
Aaron Lundy, Banker es Fred R. Snyder, Automobiles 
Win. Lanterman, Clothing J. Gilbert Stout, Lumber Dealer 
Wm. H. Lush, Insurance | . Marvin Shiclds, Clothing 


John S. Lance, Insurance 
M. V. Lendino, Real Estate 
R. D. Larue, ‘Trucking 


C. Martin Labar, Laundry 


Robert K. ‘Peel, Flardware 

George K. ‘Vhorp, Carpenter 

Frank “Pynan, Store manager 

b : ; John J. ‘Vynan, Store. manager 

Frederick McClellan, Garage Proprictor ae baa ies 
g ; Joseph Tomanio, Barber, 

Herman Marlatt, Plumbing Contractor 

Dr..G.,G. Mills, Physician 

Geo. A. Mitchell, Auto repairs 

Dr. Alden C. Martin, Physician 

A. J. Minton, Hotcl clerk 

Earle Melroy, Merchant’ — 

Roger Millen, Photographer 


krank Pitas, Plumber 

Milton “Phorp, Posturaster 
George “Lucker, Hardware 
Homer “LPaylor, Contractor 
Sybolt “Vonkins, Dairyman 


George H. Vail, Upholsterer 
Marshall Morgan, Produce 5 Eis 
: aye Clarence Vescclius, Hotel Proprietor 
Louis Morgan, Produce MG a 
’ Russel P. Viiet, Mason Contractor 

Harry Mattison, Merchant 


' George B.. Viict, Veterinarian 
John S. McClean, Drugegist ; 


Morris Valentine, Publisher 


; Morean Viiet, Stock dealer 
Harry Neighbour, Insurance o 
J. Warold Nunn, Furniture 

: Kugcne Widner, Mason 
Dr. Ls Cook Osmun, Physician Charles Weber, Jeweler 


Charles Osmun, Plumbing Contractor Puther White, Policeman 


VPalmage Wright, Stationery 
Dr. R. EL. Woodrull, Physician 
Luther Woolever, Plumber 


Harold Osmun, Radio Dealer 
Asa EH. Osmun, Contractor 


E. M. Osmun, Plumbing Contractor tate 
Fiat Couey Cn Raat: KE. John Wildrick, Real Estate 
an Edward Y. Williams, Lumber & Coal 


Harvey Pool, Plumber if Miller Welsh, Banker 


Chas. B. Pool, Plumber 
Lewis Petty, Contractor ; Dr. F. W. Young, Physician 
; William EH. Young, Ice merchant 
Jacob Reidinger, Barber 
John Richter, Tire service Charles Zack, Butcher 
Edward Richter, Barber 
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Hackettstown Conflagration 


This town’s most diststrous fire in more than 
42 years completely: destroyed hall of a Main 
street business block on ‘Puesday, May 5th, 1942. 
Damages were estimated at $300,000. Destroyed 
in the blaze was the Peoples National Bank 
building, a three story brick structure, Cooke's 
Department store and its large warchouse in 


the rear, the ‘Triangle Lunch owned by William 


Cunningham, a large fruit and vegetable market 
operated by John Anclantes, a printing shop 


owned by Leon Walling, and a storage ware-> 
house owned by Schuyler and Carpenter, who — 


operated a trucking business, in the rear of the 
bank building. . 

Damaged was the Bach Building, to the west 
of Cooke’s where the fire started. Lusardi’s con- 


fectionery store and the apartments in the Bach ~ 


apartment were also damaged slightly. 
The fire was discovered about 5:50 p.m. and 
the Hackettstown Fire Department arrived at the 


scene in a very few minutes. A brisk wind soon 
fanned the blaze through the entire section and 
Fire Chic! Apgar, realizing it would be a tough 
fight alone, immediately sent for help to. other . 
fire departments in’ Dover, Washington, Net- 
cong, Budd Lake, Washington ‘Pownship, Mans- 
field ‘Vownship and Roxbury ‘Township. ‘Phe 
Blue Ridge ambulance was on the scene in a 
few minutes. Several Morristown firemcn also 
helped but did not bring any apparatus. 

From the first, the firemen were hampered 
by low. water pressure from the hydrants, and 
it Was necessary lo arrange a hook-up of pump- 
ers so that water was drawn from the Grucndyke 
mill pond, at least a mile away. 

The fire was brought under control, at about 
9 p.m. alter tons of water had been poured into 
the flames. At the height of the fire, 18 streams 
of water were being played on the blazing build- 
ings. “The walls of the bank building, the in- 





Peoples Bank destroyed by fire May, 1942. 
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Another view of big ‘fire in Hackettstown, May 1912 


terior completely gutted, collapsed at 8:15 
o'clock. Hackettstown firemen remained on the 
scene until Wednesday morning. 

Heat from the fire was so. intense that it 
cracked plate glass windows, across Main strect, 
in Diehl’s pharmacy, ‘Phorp’s stationery. store 


and Harris’s clothing store, all in the Harris» 


building. Many of the occupants in this building 
removed their valuables. Flames from the rear 
of the bank building fanned across Grand ave- 


nuc, blistering the paint on the Hotcl Claren- — 


don. Several small fires were started in the Motel 
and other buildings on Grand avenue but were 
soon brought under control. Embers were scat- 
tered over a wide area and some fell on St. 
James rectory in Washington strect, amore than 
a block away, twice sctting it afire, 


Upper floors of the Bank building were = 


used by the Masonic Lodge and the Hacketts- 
town: Men’s Club. Some of the furnishings of 
the Masonic Elall were saved. J. Miller Welsh, 
president of the bank, was in the vicinity when 


he heard the alarmy Ve enlisted the aid: ot a 


group of soldiers who happened to be nearby 
and two Army trucks. Under his orders, the men 





moved. out most of the bank furniture, files, 
machines and other equipment. All other valu- 
ables were in the bank vault. 

Vhe next day the bank announced it would 
reopen for business in the former post office 


building at ‘Main and Liberty streets as soon 


as possible. Later the vault was moved to the 
new location intact ance business was resumed. . 


‘This building was built by “P. S. Van. Horn in 


871, of brick) contruction and originally of 


three floors. 





Cooke’s Departinent Store in flames. 
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Among firemen treated for cuts and other 
minor injurics were Walter Boice and Raymond 
Snyder of the Hackettstown deparunent,. Paul 
Newman and Assistant Chief Leighton of the 
Dover Department, and Charlcs Opdyke of 
Washington. Dr. Walter Boyd of Hackettstown 
also was hurt as. he helped the firemen, 

Local police had assistance from. state police 
from Netcong, Morristown, Blairstown and 
Washington. A number of soldicrs from a. near- 
by camp did guard and patrol duty. Local units 
of the defense organization gave valuable help 
in handling the crowds, demolition and other 
duties. 

Earl Larsen, his wife and son had moved 
Into an apartment over Cooke's store only a 
few hours before the fire staricd. ‘Vhe moving 
van which brought their furniture from Phila- 
delphia had hardly left when the alarm was 
sounded. All of his furniture was destroyed. 
Nothing was saved from the apartment of Charles 
Sutton, also over the department store. 


‘Trathe was diverted from Route 6 at Buttz- 


ville through Oxford and Washington when 


The Old Rea Mansion 


The ‘spacious old stone house, situated next 


to. the old Presbyterian Cemetery, Known as the 
Rea Mansion, and dating back ‘to the early 
1800's, was donated on February Lt, 1945, to 
the Fown of Hackettstown by Councilimai Wil- 


bur F. Bowers. ‘Vhe gift was in memory of his. 


Father, Michael B. Bowers, who died in 1933, 


and his Mother, Ida Fisher Bowers, who diced im . 


1938. It is used as a Community Center for the 
people of the ‘Pown, 
Development and administration ol the 
property was to be vested under the Common 
Council in the new Public Recreation Com- 
anission, which had been in search of quarters 
to replace the Community Center formerly lo- 
cated in the Sherrer Building. A) number of 
alterations have since: been miade to the Center. 
It has been greatly enlarged to include an as- 
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the proportions of the blaze were realized, and 
normal flow through Hackettstown was not re- 
sumed until 2 aan, ea 

Vhe fire) which destroyed) the Centenary 
Collegiate Institute in 1899, rates as» probably 
the biggest’ previous disaster in local fire de- 
partnent history, but was remembered by only 
a few of the old timers. Another bie fire is that. 


which destroyed the Williams and Hibler lum- 


ber yard ou June 16, 1925. 





Cooke’s Departincnt Store and Peoples Bank fire May, 1942 


.. A Community Center 


sembly hall and other improvements, including 
a new central heating system. ae. 

‘The building, built of stone quarried from 
this section of the state, is three stories high 
and contains sixtcen rooms in addition to a 
large, basement which has a ceiling height of 
nine feet. ‘Phe mansion is an architectural mas- 
terpicce containing four open. fireplaces, dcep 
window sills and much of the original hard- 
ware. 

Mr. Bowers acquired title from Mr. W. O. 
Davis of Nutley, who had been owner since 
1892. Iv was a very fine gesture on the part of 
Mr. Bowers and he is to be complimented for 
his generosity. “Po give a little early history of 
this fine old home let us go back to the middle 
of the 18th century when one, Obadiah Ayers 
acquired considerable land on. the cast side of 
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the main road running through the village’ of 
Musconetcong. (Now Hackettstown), On March 


8th, 1764, Ayers sold to the Presbyterian Society 


the parcels of ground wew occupicd as the Pres- 
byterian Chapel. On .this site was erected the 
first church in this town known as the Presby- 
terian Mectinghouse. In 1792, his grandson sold 
to the same congregation the large plot next to 
the church for an additional burying ground. 
A’ few years later, Samuel Rea, the father 
of Dr. William Rea, purchased the adjoining 
parcel of land and on it erected the stone house, 
of which we are writing. ‘Vhe son, William Rea, 


was licensed to practice medicine on July 18, 


1829. He lived, and practiced his’ profession in 


Hackettstown Community Center. 


this same old stone house until his death, on 
June 18, 1863. During the later years of his life 
he associated Dr. Lewis C. Cook with him in 
his practice. Dr. Rea represented Warren Coun- 
ty in the State Senate for three years. | 

Dr. Rea was married on June 16, 1842 to 
Mary, daughter of Judge Caleb H. Valentine 
of Hackettstown and left a number of children. 
One of these was Caleb V. S. Rea-who operated 
a drug business in this town for many years and 
was later President of the Hackettstown Nation- 
al Bank—the very bank-that his father helped 
to organize back in 1855 in this very same old 


stone house. 
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New Jersey Fish and 


STATE GAME FARM AT ROCKPORT 

Vo have a better understanding of what it 
means to hatch, raise and distribute 38,000 
English pheasants a year, we must start with 
the life of the men who made: this accomplish- 
ment possible. In 1867, at Inveraray, Scotland 
was born Duncan Dunn. He loved the outdoor 
life and as a very young man was appointed 


c 


man of vast property rights. 


Rutherford Stuyvesant of Allamuchy was: 


the first American gentleman to import English 


pheasants into this country. When traveling in 


Scotland he discovered young Dunn who was 
traming dogs to retrieve or fetch game. In 1888, 
“he persuaded Dunn to bring some of his retriev- 
crs over to the Stuyvesant estate at Allamuchy, 
N. J. Duncan then 
ployed by Stuyvesant as a. gamekeeper, which 
position he held until 1912. 

Later, another Scotch lad, Robert. Buntain, 


Dunn was and there em- 


worked as a gamekeeper for the Duke of Argyll 
in Scotland. A frequent visitor at the palace of 
the Duke, was Princess Louise, a daughter of 
Queen Victoria of England. When the Princess 
wished to go for a drive she always requested 
that ‘Bobbie Buntain’ Duke's four- 
in-hand ponies. 

In 1908, Buntain came. over to work on the 


drive the 


Stuyvesant estate. By this time the State of New 
Jersey had decided to start their own game farm 
and had written to the Bureau of Biological 
survey at Washington, D.C. requesting informia- 
tion as to where they could get two first class 
gamekeepers. ‘lhe back “You 
have two of the best gamekeepers that we know 
of, right in New Jersey 
Buntain. ‘Vo, make a long story short, the State 
employed Duncan Dunn and Robert Buntain 
and sent them to Forked River, N. J., to de- 
velop the first game farm in New Jersey. That 
was in 1912, and in 1921, Bobbie married Dun- 


Bureau wrote 


»” 


and named Dunn and 


can’s daughter, Jesse Ellen Dunn. 

In 1923, both of these men were sent to Rock- 
port to organize the second state game. farm. 
Duncan Dunn died January 18, 1932, and in 


gameckeeper for the Duke of Argyll, a noble- 
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Game Farm Superintendent Robert Buntain with young 
pheasants. 


1936, Robert Buntain was advanced to superin- 
tendent of the Rockport farm which posiuion 
he sull retains. You might say that the whole 
Buntain family are trained in the raising of 
LSS, 
tain, now but 26 years old, was appointed Assis- 


game birds and: in Duncan Dunn Bun-- 


tant Superimtendent. Hé is today a trained e¢x- 


-pert on the hatching and raising of English 


pheasants. 
‘To just drive past this interesting game farm 
you could have no conception of what is taking 


place inside. Just imagine seven large clectric 


incubators, each holding 4,000) pheasant cggs 
that take only 24 days to hatch. ‘They will aver- 
age half cock birds and half hens. ‘Vhese experts 
can tell sex by the size of the bill. ‘Vhe young 
birds consume over 100 tons of meat and grain 
mash a year, And you may ask ‘what about. 
the taxpayers’ BILL for all of this.” The answer 
is ‘NOT ONE CENT.’ 200,000 hunting licenses 
bought each year at $3.15 each, pay all the bills 
and then some. 

The hen birds only lay from April to July 
Ist, and average 40 eges to the bird. On this 
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Duncan Dunn Buntain shows electric incubators. 


farm are 2500 breeder coops cach with 20 cock 
birds and 100 hens. Birds are released by Game 


Wardens when they become 12 wecks old. ‘The 
vreatest enemics of the young birds are owls, 
mink, coons and house cats. A mink can. kill 
as many as 200 birds in a single night. “Vhis 


farm covers some 450 acres and has many visit 
ors cach year. 


FISH HATCHERY 
1911, 


SLATE 
Back in 


formed an association with the sole purpose of» 


requesting the state to install a fish hatchery 
in this state, as many other states already had. 
They sent for Mr. Charles O. Haylord, 
was then in charge of the Maine State Hatch- 
eries at) Oquossoc, Maine. He down. to 
New Jersey and made a survey of different water 
supplies in this state that would furnish a huge 
quantity of fresh spring water. Not being very 
successful Hayford returned to his state of Maine. 

A short time later it was discovered that a 
pond on the (now) ‘Phomas farm was discharg- 
ing four or five times as much’ water over its 
dam as the brook was feeding into the pond. 
Hayford was sent for again and upon me: suring 
this supply he said “this is it.” 


Came 


the fishermen af New Jersey 


who 


lo 





State Game Farm at Rockport. 


Proper Icgislation was sought lor and passed. 
and in 1912, the present fish hatchery began to 
take form, “Poday is the largest of its kind 
United States. “The abundant flow of 
spring water and the fall of the land prove ideal. 
The main hatchery extends from the Rockport 
road to the Musconetcony river 


in. the 


and. is one and 
three quarters miles long. “Phe. secondary hatch- 
ery on Willow Grove street is three quarters of 
aamile in Icneth. ae 
‘This huge enterprise. which started back in 
19b2 with nothing, now employs 28 men at full 
time. Huge natural springs, located where the 
old creamery uscd to be, now supply 90°6 of 


cand. the brook the other 10°). 225,- 


the water vy 


000 gallons’ of spring wi iter pass through the 
hatchery’s beds every hour. Trout have been 
raised since 1912, but since 1916, the hatchery has 
raised large and small mouth bass also. 

There are 282 rearing ponds, which measure 
from 5 feet by 30 leet to the largest covering 
5 acres. Vhe combined ponds cover 60 acres: of 
water and it takes 60 million gallons of spring 
water to fill the ponds up. 

Mr. Robert Haylord, 
been with this cnterprise for 
Assistant Superintendent. He has aade a life 


Charles, 
20) years and 1s 


son ol has 
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study of the raising of fish and their distribu- 
tion and is an expert on fish culture. 500,000 
ten to eleven inch trout are raiscd each year. 
Each year about, 20,000 trout are put aside 
to be used as breeders. “Phe male has a pointed 
nose and the female has a blunted nose. During 
October, November and December, and it must 
be just at the proper time, the ¢ges are taken 
from the female fish artificially and combined 
with the milk from the male. And at that very 
moment thousands of new fish are started on 
their way to the brecding tables. About 1,000 
. Cees to the pound of trout are procured, so if 
the trout so treated weighs five pounds there 
will be 5,000 eges. 


, 


‘This was the first hatchery to start stocking | 


legal size trout into the streams and the first 
to start a selective breeding program. ‘Phe small 
fish are graded five or six times a year and all 
defeets and slow growcrs are cast out. 250,000 
pounds of fish are turned loose each year. Where 
are 4,000 miles of streams in this state and 1200 
miles of them are stocked with fish, as are 300 
lakes averaging about 75 acres cach. 

In August, 1954, a new project was started 
-at the hatchery whereby four of the large ponds 
were cleared of islands and tees and cach was 
made into three smaller ponds. “his new con- 


struction was completed about Décenrber . 5 
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View at State Fish Hatchery — Hackettstown, 


1954, and cost between fifty and sixty thousand 
dollars. “Vhis allows the increase of production. 
of some 20,000 additional fish per year. 

Over 1,000,000 pounds of food are required. 
each year to feed the fish. The entire cost to 
operate the fish hatcherics at Hackettstown is 
about $200,000 a year. You may ask, what does 
this cost the taxpayers? “Phe answer is NOT 





Fish Hatchery — Rearing Ponds. 
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State Fish Hatchery at Hackettstown — Rearing Troughs. 


ONE CENT. Here is a state institution where 
everyone comes out ahead of the game. It is 
under the control of the New. Jersey Fish and 
Game this 
commission reccive no pay. ‘Phis hatchery alone 
produces fish valued at $496,000 a year. 150,000 
fishermen pay a license fee of- $3.15. plus one 


Conmnission and the members ol 


dollar extra’ for trout fishing, per year. 


No license to angle in this state is required 





View at State Fish Hatchery — Hackettstown, 
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of persons under fourteen years of age. Resi- 
dents afflicted with total blindness may obtain 
from the office at the State House, a license with- 
out payment of a fee. A resident of this state, 
while he or she is on active duty. with any 
branch of the armed. service of. the United 
States, entitled to 


accordance with the law without being licerised, 


shall be hunt and. fish in 

And do not forget: ‘There are laws and they 
are enforced. “Phe Chief Protector Frederick C. 
Craig lives and has an office here in Hacketts- 
town. ‘TPhere are gaine wardens scattered all over 
the state. Hf for any reason you want onc, phone 
Hackettstown—Garden 5-4980. : 

Phe Fish and Game Comunission publish a 
magazine monthly called NEW JERSEY OU'T- 
DOORS. Send $1.00 for a year’s subscription Lo. 
Division of Fish and Game, State House, ‘TVren- 
god 7 yo IN: 
will find a list of Violators of the preceding 


J. Each month in this magazine you 


month, giving their name, address, olfense and 
penalty paid. Please keep your name olf this 
list—live within the law. 

Whether you are a fisherman or not—take a 
half day off and go down to the fish hatchery and 
sce this wonderfl organization in action. There 
is no charge and you will be extended every 


courtesy. 50,000 people, from every state in the 


Union, visit this great fish hatchery every year. 
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~ Recent Celebrities 
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BETTE COOPER — MISS AMERICA 


September 17, 1937, was a big day lor Hack- 
ettstown and lor Bette Cooper too. A celebra- 
tion more to her liking, with nobody but home 
folks taking part, was agrecd to by Miss Bette 
Cooper of 50-4 Moore street, 17 year old - girl 


who astounded Atlantic City. by quietly. going: 
home after being chosen Miss America of 1937. 
In place of the glittering week-long program 


she left in Atlantic City, Miss Cooper, was the 
central figure in a town-wide celebration held 
here on Friday night September 17th, 1937. | 

In place of her planned departure by airplane 
for Hollywood and a movie try-out, Miss Coop- 
er, dressed in a shimmering gown in which she 
won America’s beauty crown, revicwed a parade 
in her own home town in which she could call 
every marcher by his first name. 

Town officials, who took part, said modestly 
that it would. hardly be a beauty parade, but 


what it lacked in pulchritude it made up ine 


music and enthusiasm. “The music was provided 
by the High School band, Ainerican Legion 
Drum Corps and the Boys Druin Corps. Behind 


this musical array marched members of the. fire | 


deparunent, Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis 
Club and other civic organizations. 


Miss America, of 1937, reviewed the parade 
from a platform which was crected at the corner 
of Main and High streets. Mayor Harvey Cole 
presented Miss Cooper with a Key to the City. 
After the parade the Hon. Charles Downing eave 
an address of welcome to Miss Bette Cooper. 
Musical selections were rendered by the High 
School Band and then the group paraded down 
the Main strect to the First Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School rooms where a banquet was given 
in honor of the beauty queen from Hacketts- 
town, 

Councilman Harold Nunn. was chairman of 
the welcoming committee and acted as ‘loast- 


master at the banquet. ‘The Invocation was by: : 


Rev. R. F. Pieters. Musical selections by High 
School orchestra. Presentation of roses by Civic 
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organization of the town. Addresses were made 
by: Hon. Charles Downing; Hon. ‘Theo. B. 
Dawes; Dean ‘Vheo, Distler of Lafayette College; 
Hon. Sylvester C. Smith; Hon. Elmer King. A 
diamond studded wristwatch was presented to 
Miss Cooper by Rev. ‘R. F./Peters of the Pres- 
byterian church in behalf of the citizens of Hack- 


ettstown. “Phe Miss America Reception Com- 


mittee menibers were as follows: Harold Nunn, 
chairman; Albert Bach, Frank A. Souders, Perry 
Stein, Richard Gruendyke, Mayor Harvey  S. 
Cole, Lloyd B. Cochran, George Saunders, Wal-- 
ter Green, Hernian Wachsman, Dr. J. Meredith 
Smith, Rev. Re: Plate 
Walter: Gullick. Gustav Plate was chairman. of 
the parade committec, 


Pieters, Gustav and 


_ Miss Bette Cooper is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Le Brun Cooper who formerly lived here 
on Moore street. Bette was made an honorary 
member of the Hackettstown Fire Department. 


‘During. the celebration here Miss Cooper was 


attended by two of her classmates, the Misses 
Roberta Fleming and Suzanne Schinelz. 


Bette Cooper who brought fame to Hacketts- 
town in 1937 came back here in October, 1953, 
to take part in the crowning of the Centennial 
Qucen.. She is now Mrs, William Moore of 


Greenwich, Conn., and the Moores have a small 


child which they hope will some day make a. 
mark in the world: 





Musconetcong Country Club House — Hackettstown, 
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LIEUTENANT JOHN. D. BULKELEY 
UNITED STA'TES NAVY 

Lieutenant John Duncan Bulkeley, United 
States Navy, Commandér of the speedy little 
motor torpedo boats which rate a chapter in 
themselves in. the epic of Bataan and Corregidor, 
returned: tothe United States on leave, on 
Friday, May 8, 1942, with a message from Gen- 
eral Douglas MacArthur. 

The thirty-year-old naval oflicer’s saga -be- 
gan with the torpedoing of a 5,000 ton Japan- 
ese vessel despite raking cnemy fire in Binanga 
Bay, Luzon, details of which were announced by 
‘the Navy Deparunent. It ended, in its first phase, 
at least, when Lieutenant Bulkeley, at the wheel 
of one of the phenomenal litthe PE boats, suc- 
cessfully conveyed General MacArthur, his fam- 
ily and members of his stall through enemy 
waters to a secret Philippine rendezvous ‘from 
which the. general flew to take over the United 
‘Nations command in Australia. 

oye Pitesday, “une TZ, Licutenant 
Bulkeley visited boyhood scenes in nearby Beat- 


Lystown and in this. place. He said he first had 
a desire to go to sea and command boats as | 


he played with toy craft in the Musconetcong 
river near his home.. fle attended Hackettstown 
High School while he and his parents Jived in 
Beattystown and was graduated in 1928, 


William Dichl, Jr., chairman of the recep- , 


tion committee here, was one of Bulkeley’s 
former Scoutmaster. “Phe Lieutenant, and his 
attractive wile, visited former triends here, in- 


cluding Frank Souders, his High’ School ’prin- 
cipal, who is retired. A dinner and public meet- 
ing was held at. the Hotel Clarendon where 
Bulkeley bad his largest audience. He spoke 
from the porch of the hotel to a throng of sev- 
veral hundred citizens. Fire engines were parked 
at either cnd of the block to stop traffic. The 
fire siren was sounded to stummon a crowd. 


Phe community’s gift) to Lieutenant and — 
Mrs. Bulkeley was a. pair of fitted tavelling 
bags. “Phey were presented by Councilman E, 
Elston Hoagland, chairman of the Defense Coun- 
cil, who was niasier of cercmonices at the hotel. 
Vice President Louis Hart of Rotary, presented 
a pin. Bulkeley was recently clected to- honorary 
membership inthe Hackettstown Club. Wilbur 
Neighbour of the Fire Department, presented 
a membership in Cataract Hose Co, 

Mrs. Bulkeley received a corsage from the 
Mother's: Glaub and bouqucts’ from the -Class 
of 1942 at the High School and Rotary-Auns. 
‘The Beattystown community, represented — by 
Mrs. Ray Baldwin, presented silver cups for the 
two Bulkeley children. 

Wherever he went, Bulkelcy was besieged by 
autograph hunters. Ele signed several, High 
School Year Books, one page of which had a 
large picture of him, along with other graduates 
who were im the service. . 

On: August lth; 1942, President. Roosevelt 
summoned Licutenant Bulkelcy to the nation’s 
capitol and bestowed om hin the Congressional 


Medal of Honor, 
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Hackettstown First Aid and Rescue Squad 


The Squad was founded in 1951, and the . Members: Active: 
following is a list of the officers and active mem- 
bers, who give their time and cflorts gratis for 
the aid of humanity. 


Galen F. Adams acob Niper 
| 
Pr@GMle tin Pate aMa testi tices. ss ieee Robert R. Rice 
tale . Anthony Frontera Mike Czephkiewicz 
V1ce Presi gia ciate ae neratas von ass Gcorge Mayberry 
Secretaty Sameer cAWen cayinie.t..s Morris M. Blamey é 
) Robert Haylord Irvin Kraft 
Treastt rev Gk Bae, seek isteesss seen Claude Schobert 
rp Anthony Mecker ~ Claude Kraft 
Dr@sice. “gw taeda eae eae Sam Albanese Y a 
Board sof Texaminers, ....ic...... Leon Perrine and 
Garren, Savor Robert Newhouscr Milton Osmun 
AMS Re TREE elo cas i ieaSedihs octets William “Paylor 
; Delmar ‘Vhompson Harold Grover 
PEGE TITRE ica. saorceaae sicheutetarsoe iat Allen Heath 
PON CE Maas se eelne Sisase nc denboedees Aaron’ Lundy Maurice Widdos Francis Powers 
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Hackettstown First Aid and Rescue Squad Ambulance (195d). 
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Company B [3th Tank Battalion 


50th ARMORED DIVISION, New Jerscy National Guard 
RosteR OF ASSIGNED PERSONNEL 


Captain: 
Harrison, Irving V. 


Ist’ Lieutenant: - 
I-pps, Krank A. Jr. 
2nd Lieutenants: 
Gruver, Howard 
Schmcal, George W. 
Shrader, William F. 


Master Sergeants: 
Beaty, Franklin PD. 
Johnson, Richard F. 
Kishpaugh, Aliper eRe 
Loerch, Harold J]. 


Sergeant Pirst: Class: 
Burd, Carl R. 
Burns, James J. 
Heryla, Mike 
Marchese, Frank M. 


Murphy, James M.. P. 


Sergea ne: 


Apgar, Danicl W. 


Applegate, Malcolm G. 


Armstrong, Robert A. 


Black, Leonard M. 
Buntain, Duncan D. 
Burd, Charles A, 

Cochran, James L. - 
Cooper, William if 


Cox, Gordon -A. 
Dimiceli, Arthur J. Jr. 


Dimicelli, Edward M. 
Drake, Robert W. 


‘Fisher, Arch R. 


Kaar, Nathaniel R. 
Kimble, Robert W. 
Learn, Raymond FE. 
Pahner, Georze™ 
Parks, Dale L. 
Quick, Luther P. 
Resch, Joseph R. 
Skinner, Robert E. 


Phoebus, Frederick W.Smith, John C. 


Simoniz, Hubert 





Wildrick, Clifford J. 


Corporals: 


Burdec, Harry Jr. 
Dezio, Edmund <A. 
Dimaio, Alphonse 
Harrison, Rodney F. 
Hart, Richard A. 
Smith, Robert E. 
Souders, James J. 


Privales: 


Beck, Theodore ‘F. 


‘Bell, Donald D. 
Binder, August C. Jr. 


Burd, Robert W. 
Carpenter, James G., 
Darling, William Jr. 
Dickison, Warren E. 
Dimaio, Gerald 
Dinger, Harry A. 


Eccles, Edward. E. 


Fischer, Raymond Py. 


Fisher, Richard E. 
Flanagan, Dale L. 
Gibbs, Stanley E. Jr. 


113th ‘Vank Battalion Armory, N.J.N.G., Llackettstown. 
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Harrison, Lloyd G. 
Tlolbrook, Martin C. 
Huthnan, ‘Charles 
Kays, Floyd L.. . 
Kober, James H. 
Kinney, Floyd F. 
Kinney, Lester F. 
Kowalick, Frank J. 
Lake, Charles’ N. 
Lusk, Howard M. Jr. 
Lochard, Norman R. 
McKenna, Dennis J. 
Miller, Edmond H. 


Mullener, Floyd: H. Jr, 


O'Conner, Oscar H. 
Palmer, Raymond 
Rinehart, Richard -E. 
Rinkiewicz, Raymond 
Salter, Raymond E. 
Spinning, Harold B. 
Steinman, Arthur 
Stemmman, “Pheodore 
G. Jr. 

Weide, Frederick A. 
Yeager, David RK. “il 
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Livestock Auction Market (inside), Hackettstown, 
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The Hackettstown 


During the year 1940, the three County 


Agents of Sussex, Morris and Warren Counties: 


saw the necd of a Co-operative Market where 
the. farmers could consign their livestock to be 
sold under competitive bidding. 

‘These agents met. with a few outstanding 
farmers from the three counties. and incorpor- 
ated a market to be located at Hackettstown, 
and to be named and incorporated under the 
heading of “The Livestock Co-operative Auction 
Market Association of North Jersey, Incorpor- 
ated.’ , 

Sybolt ‘Vonkins was the first president of 
the organization and serving with him were the 
. William 
O’Dowd, Insley Roy and Nails B. Swenson. 

The objectives of this Association are to 


following county | representatives: 


develop and opcrate an auction market for the 
sale of livestock and other farm products. ‘Phe 
Association shall be operated not lor profit of 
the Association but for the mutual benefit of 
all its members. Any person engaged in the pro- 
duction of agricultural products within the 


Auction Market. 


state of New Jersey may make application for 
membership. 

‘Phrce members from each of the three coun- 
tics are clected as directors, making a total of 
nine directors, Who meet once a month to trans- 
act’ the Assoctation’s business, “They have full 


power to regulate and control all market opera- 


tions. ‘Phe annual meeting is held in February 
of each year. 


The directors serving in 1954, are as follows: 
Sussex County: Insley Roy, Andover; Harold 
Hammel, Sparta; Frank Douma, Newton, For 
Morris County: William O’Dowd Sr., Long Val- 


ley; Scott. Parks, Chester; J. Lawrence, Zellers, 


Pleasant Grove. For Warren County; Charles — 


Hartung, Hope; Edward Danks, Allamuchy; 
Earl ‘l. Watters, Port Murray. ‘ 
When the auction market was established, 


the land was donated to the Association by the 
Hackettstown Chamber of Commerce, and in 


order to erect a building necessary to transact: 


business, Certificates of Indebtedness were issued 





Livestock Auction Marker (outside). Hirekettistowa 
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in the amount of $7,865. ‘They were paid off in 
full from the profits by July 1, 1942. 

Since then two: additions have been added 
to the Livestock Section, costing $7600.00. In 
1943, a new oflice building was erected costing 


97800.00. All of this Nas been paid for from . 


earnings of the Association. In 1947, the poultry- 
men of the areca requested that the Association 
render a marketing service to.them and a new 
poultry and egg sales building was erected in 
1948 for this purpose, costing $22,000.00. - 

~ ‘The first sale of cattle was held January 28, 
1941, with 88 animals consigned by farmers from 
Sussex, Morris and Warren Counties. ‘Phe sum 
realized was $2,263.29, being the smallest sale 
held. The’ largest day’s sale was held) March 
23, 1948, when 1214 head were sold for the sum 
of $89,850.92. The largest year’s business was 
in 1951, when the total sales of everything 
amounted to $4,505,593.80. “The total sales from 
the opening of the market in 1941 up to January 
1, 1954, amounted to $27,563,779.20. Five divi- 
dends have been paid,-totaling in all $117,500.19 
up to July 1, 1954. . . 

‘The first auction master was Howard Klotz 
of Hackettstown, followed by Ralph Bowers of 
Hope, Fred Ayers of Sussex and now Alfred 
M. Nunn of Hackettstown. 

Auctions start at 12:30 pan, on Auction Days, 
being “Vuesday of each week. Latest sales held 
at 10 o'clock p.m. “Vhe following are sold at 
the auction: Cows, calves, sheep, goats, hogs, 
poultry and eggs. ‘Phe present auctioncers are 


William Parr of Newton and Morris Weinstein. 


ol Middletown, N. Y. ‘They are paid a salary. 
All sales are under the supervision of the New 
Jersey State Department of Agriculture, Bureau 
of Animal Industry. Dr. H. A. Roney is the 
state representative at cach sale. Dr. Walter 
A. Boyd of Hackettstown is in attendance at 


each sale as the Auction Market Veterinarian. 


Each animal brought in is given an ear tag 
number as well as the consignor’s number. ‘Phey 
are then inspected and weighed and are ready 


for the auction sale. On auction day, it requires 
30 men to handle the sales barns and seven 
girls in the office to do the clerical work. 

Checks are sent out each’ week to between 
stx and seven hundred farmers by the Co-opera- 
tive Market Association for the amount of their 
sales less a conmussion of 58, and this not. to 
excecd $2.50 per animal. Gross sales for 1953 
were $2,900,000.00, , 

‘Vhere is, an average of 15,000 dozen eges 
sold each weck,, as’ well as_1700 chickens. ‘Phere’ 
is a lunch. room at the market and each week 
a different organization of women from the 
three counties serves lunches. ‘Vhe equipment 
is all furnished by the Association and the food 
is furnished by the women who make an average 
profit. per week of from $75.00 to $100.00. 

Vhe 1954 ofhcers*‘of the Association: are as 
follows: President, Charles G. Hartung; Vice 
President, J. lawrence, Zellers; Secretary, - Ed- 
ward Danks; ‘Treasurer, Insley Roy. 





Alfved Sully Mansion, Schooley’s Mountain, Destroyed by 
fire 1929. : 
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Surrounding 


SCHOOLEY’S MOUNTAIN SPRINGS 

Hackettstown was the station on the: Morris 
& Essex Railroad (later the Lackawanna) for 
the famous Schoolcy’s Mountain Springs, which 


was for nearly a century, one of the most famous — 


watering places in America. Flere the wealth 
and fashion of New York and Philadelphia were 


attracted every summer by the healthful moun- 


tain air, the mincral waters, and the comparative 
ease of access. ss a 

The mountain was named in honor of ‘Phom- 
as Schooley, one of tour brothers. who came to 
New Jersey trom Yorkshire, England. He is the 
ancestor of all of that name who came in the 
early days to this vicinity. 

As:-éarly as I/47,. the 
Rogerenes, two religious sects, from. New Ene- 
They believed it 


Calvorites and the 

land called at the springs. 

sinful to employ medicines or physicians, con- 

tending: that the laying on-olf hands was the 
= Cc 


only religious remedy. Prayers should be men-_ 


tal, not-articulate, unless the spirit: compelled 





Communities 


utterances. “Phey observed the Lord’s Supper 
and believed in the immersion of penitents. To 
the meetings the women took spinning wheels 
and stools. “Phe men, hats on, seated themselves 
upon the ground in rows opposite the women, 

Then came the solemn hush of the period 
ol InWospection, which often would be long and 
impressive. When some one was moved to speak 
the women would -quickly uncross their hands 
and neither thereafter would be idle aw minute..- 
‘The house of worship was usually the. “temple 
ol the grove.” They came here from the vicinity 
of New. London, Conn., and lived in log houses 
in the unbroken wilderness. 

The Schooley’s Mountain Calvorites through 
INLEPMaArriage, comprised the family names of 
Lamb, ‘Vuttle, Burrows, Salmon, Mann, Owens 
and others. Some years later they Ieft the moun- 
tain and located in Monmouth County. 

In the early nineteenth century .a_ private 
company was given the privilege by the State. to 
construct a hard surface highway from Morris- 


Dorincourt Hotel — Schooley’s Mountain (1890). 
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town to Chester, Long Valley, Schoolcy’s Moun- 
tain and so on to Washington and Phillipsburg. 
This was operated through toll gates but made 
an easy access for carriages ‘to reach the springs. 
(More about this under another heading.) 


Several large hotels were built to accommo- 


date the many people who came to the moun 


tain for a vacation and for health. ‘Phe Chaly- 
beate springs drew people from all over the 
ast. A large spring at the foot of the. moun- 
tain, and on the road to Hackettstown, was ¢n- 
closed in a. beautiful pavilion with seats all 
wround it. “Phe floor of this building would 
measure twenty-five lect square and was open at 
the sides, but covered with a rool for protection 
from the rain. he water came from a large 
spring underneath the. building and was piped 
up toa fountain in the center of the building. 
The water was free for the taking. . 
The leading hotel was originally called Bel- 
mont Elall; with its thirty-three acres of ball 
courts, bridal paths, croquet grounds. and pic- 
nic groves with scats and tables. “Phe proprictor 
was David A. Crowell and for yours it did. a thriv- 


-ing business in the suminer months. 


In 1889, the name was changed to HOTEL: 
DORINCOUR’T, but during the gay nineties 


the scarshore resorts began to boom and School- 


ey’s Mountain began to play “second. fiddle” 
to the new pleasures found clsewhere. ‘This 
hotel was closed through bankruptcy proceed- 
ines in the early part of the twentucth century, 
The property was bought and the buildings de- 
molished about 1943. This was the larger of 
the ‘mountain’ hotels and had 200 rooms. 
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Schooley’s Mountain Seminary, Destroyed by fire 1889. 
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The noted Spring House — Schooley’s Mountain (1895). 


The completion of the Lackawanna Railroad, 
from Hoboken through to Hackettstown in 1854, 
brought an end to the more picturesque tallyho 
and coach days, but also made the resort more 
accessible. The large depot yards at Hacketts- 
town, at that time, were often filled with car- 
riages and barouches to carry passengers to and 
from the Schooley’s Mountain hotels. At that 
time it was called SCHOOLEY’S MOUNTAIN 
SPRINGS, N. J. 

‘There were other large hotels on the ‘moun- 
tain’ besides the DORINCOURT. ‘The HEATH 
HOUSE was cnlarged at the close of the Civil 
“War. It advertised 150 rooms and was iman- 
aged for years by J. Warren Coleman, Sr. I[t, 
also, did a thriving business but the seashore 
resorts were its downfall and it was finally de- 
molished in 1910. The property ts now owned 
by Harry Stetler who lives in the cottage which 
was used for years as the home of the hotel 
manager. The original Heath House was. built 
around 1832 in a small way, but.in 1868, was 
greatly enlarged. . 

The Schooley’s Mountain Seminary has long 
been forgotten and very. little has ever been 
written about it. The late William Stryker of 
Washington, N. J., who was for many years 
termed the dean of Warren County lawyers, 


was born in Hackettstown and attended this 
school. From him I obtained much information 
about this school and a picture of it. Mr. 
Stryker’s father was Henry Swyker and the fam- 
ily lived on Washington street, corner of Moore 
strect. “The lite Hollaway H. Elunt, another 
prominent lawyer, also attended this Seminary 
and lived only a short distance from it. At one 
Lime as many as 200 boys and girls attended this 
private school. It was a boarding school, but 
had a number of day scholars. ‘Vhe Rev. L. I. 
Stoutenberg was the head master, The school 
burned to the ground in 1889, was rebuilt as 
a hotel with 100 rooms and was called the FOR- 
EST GROVE HOUSE... This building later 
burned also. As a school it was aflitiated with 
the Presbyterian Church. Piano and organ in- 
structions were featured under Prof. Ucbelacker. 

The property was on the north side of the 
road leading from ‘the crossroads, where later 
the Dorincourt stood to German Valley, now 


called’ Long Valley. It was located in a large 


grove of trécs, some of which still remain. Mr. 
Kdward Miller, the present owner, has. con- 
structed a home on this property. 


ALLAMUCGHY AND “THE 
QUAKER Sa LRM ENE? 

Alfamuchy Pownship, named from its prin- 
cipal town, was formed trom a part of Inde- 
pendence, in 1872. Allamuchy has the proud 
distincuon of bearing its name longer than any 
other town in Warren County. Elere from time - 
immemorial was an dndian village called Alla- 
muchahokkinge, or Alamucha which is men- - 
tioned by the carliest surveys of this region, made 
in 1715. “Vhe earliest white settlers were Quak- 
ers. “Among the carly merchants were James 
Shotwell, Stephen Kennedy: and Paul Angle. 
In 1734 it had a grisumill, a sawmill, a grain 
distillery, a store, a tavern and a dozen dwell- 
Ings, | 

fi ts situated: near a beautiful lake beartne 
Hts dame and has mits vicinity Ovo ol the fest 
country estates man America. 

John Rutherford, a grandson of James Alex- 
ander, surveyor-gencral and one of the Proprie- 
tors of New Jersey, settled on the estate at Tran- 
quility, Sussex County, and Allamuchy is. still 
occupied by his descendants. He became a mem- 
ber of the Legtslature in. 1788, and in 1790, and 
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Hotel Brunswick, Allamuchy (1890). 


again in 1796, was clected to the Senate of the 
United States. Mr. Rutherford Stuyvesant, a 
descendant of Peter Stuyvesant and of John 
Rutherford, added hundreds of acres to the an- 
cestral estate and called the whole “Pranquil- 
ity Farms.” His Kennels won many prizes, and 
his sheep could not be equaled in America. His 
game preserve first made the English pheasant 
known in our country. A deer park of hundreds 
of acres is part of the estate. 

In 1715, John Reading, Jr. a deputy surveyor, 
on a warrant dated March 10th, 1715, laid out 
for Win. Penn a tract of land described as fol- 
lows: “On both sides of the Paquaessing River 
upon an Indian path which leads from Alla- 
muchahokin to Pahackqualong,” which means 
‘On both sides of the Pequest river upon an 
Indian path which leads from Allamuchy to 
Pahaquarry.” The Quaker mecting house and 
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burying ground are a part of this tract, and are 
at the point where the Indian trail crossed the 
Pcquest. . ' 

The Quaker Settlement has been the .name 
of the locality at the northeastern end. of the 
Great Meadows since 1745. As early as July of 
that year public meetings were held for the 
worship of God. 

In 1752, Richard Penn, also a Quaker and 
grandson of William Penn, gave a decd “fora 
Fricnd’s mecting house forever.” A log mect- 
Ing house was soon built, which was succeeded 
m 1764, byoa substantial stone structure until 
1866, when it was torn down, and on its foun: 
dation was built the Quaker school house. 

lu this locality .setded amany faniilics of the 
Hardwick Society of Fricnds who came mostly 
from Kingwood, New Jersey and Bucks County, 
Penna, Their names were Lundy, Dyer, Wilson, 
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SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES: AVE. 


Schoolcy, Willetts, Schinuck, Shotwell, Broth- 
erton, and Lang, and later Adams, Buckley and 
Hoey. Some ol these names are still well known 
in this locality. 

William Clinton Armstrong, a retired teach- 
er and a native ol Jolmsonburg, N. J., says: 

“The Quaker settlement was a station on the 
Ratlroad. from 
bondage would pass through Philadelphia to 
Burlington, N. J. and then traveling by way of 
Quakertown and Plainfield would reach Quake 
Settlement. 


Underground Slaves fleeing 


Here they obtained rest and food 
‘These 
fugitives came in the night and went away in 
the night. They were always carcfully directed 
to the next station, and some times taken part 


and were concealed in barns and ccllars. 


of the way concealed in the bottom of a wagon, 
‘The next stauion in their long flight to Canada 
was among the families of some Friends who 
lived on the Drowned Lands in the valley of the 
Wallkill, Sussex County, near the New York 
State line.” 

I quote from a lecture given by Proltessor 
Armstrong belore the Historical Club: of Raut- 
gers College in 1897: | 

“No this 
continent than that which grew out of the agt- 
Lundy, the 


greater conflict has ever. rocked 
tation commenced by Benjamin 
‘Abolitionist, who was born and nurtured to 
manhood at the Quaker Settlement in Warren 
County, New Jersey. 

“Benjamin Lundy, son of Josepli and Eliza- 
beth (Shotwell) Lundy, was born on January 
4th, 1789, at the Quaker Settlement, and lived 
there for nincteen years. Benjamin was brought 
up in the religious faith of the Society of Friends 
and was trained to their plain way of living, 
and in this faith and way he lived and died. 
“The doctrine of the Socicty of briends 
de aise human slavery was clear and strong; the 
Quakers boldest 
ageressive advocates of personal freedom. Ben- 
jamin Lundy went to Wheeling, West Virginia, 


have been the and most 


“Perhaps in no part of the United States 
did the system of African slavery exhibit its re- 
pulsive features in so open a’ form unrelieved 
by any redeeming wait as it did at this very 
time at the city of Wheeling, the western termi- 
nus of the National Turnpike that had been 
built by Congress, to which the slaves in Mary- 
land and Virginia were brought chained to- 
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Rutherford Stuyvesant Home —‘Pranquility. 


gether in long gangs. Here they were kept in 
slave pens awaiting transportation. He (Lundy) 
formed the Union Humane Society’ in “1815, 
which soon enrolled 500 members. He publish- 
ed articles against slavery in a local paper, and 
in 1821, published ‘Vhe Genius of Universal 
kimancipation,’ the first newspaper in America, 
perhaps in the world, devoted exclusively to 
abolition. In 1824, in North Carolina, he gave 
the first public lecture ever delivered in Amer- - 
ica In favor of the abolition of slavery. 

“He hundred lectures 
before 1829. General Lalayette encouraged him 


delivercd over two 
to go on and expressed his regret at finding so 
many slaves in the country. 

“On a lecture ip through the East, when 
in’ Boston, he converted William Lloyd) Garri- 
son, the editor of the ‘National Philanthropist,’ 
to his way of thinking, and for six mouths they 
were partners in the publication of Lundy’s 
paper, the ‘Gentus.’ ; 

“Remember that Lundy never dreamed of 
an emancipation backed by the sword; he was 
opposed to violence and war; his appeal was 
solely to the reason and the conscicnce. He 
planned colonics of emancipated slaves.in Africa 
and» Mexico. He obtained from. the governor 
of “Pamaulipas, in’ Mexico, a grant of 158,000 


sacres of Jand for his colonization scheme in 


1835, but the plan had to be abandoned, owing 
to the Declaration of Independence of ‘Texas 
and the resulting unsettled state of affairs.” 


MT. BETHEL CHURCH 
ll] YEARS OLD 

In the spring of 1844, the cornerstone of the 
Mt. Bethel Methodist Church was laid, with the 
Rev. Garrett Van Horn officiating. However, 
long before this tine, Bishop Francis Asbury had 
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laid a foundation that led up-to this church be- 
ing erected. 

Mt. Bethel was formerly known as “Egberts.” 
Dr. Robert Cumunins, a native of Ireland, came 
to this country and was a surgeon in the Revo- 
lution.» On January ‘16, 1788, he bought four 
tracts of land from Andrew Bray and wile, and 
settled ‘near Mt. Bethel Church, living on what 
is. now known as the Schamp farm. He sold 
part of his land to James Egbert, who came from 
Staten Island in October, -1796. 


Here James Egbert built a beautiful house 


" opposite the church (destroyed by fire in 1939), 


kept a small store and ran a tannery, It was in 
this new house that Asbury preached. There is 
no record of the times he stopped at Egbert’s. 

The first Methodist meetings were held m 
the house of Egberts as carly as: 1800. Bishop 
Asbury preached there in 1809, and named the 
place Mt. Bethel, it is supposed, on account of 
the high position it occupies in the surround- 
ing country. : 

Previous to 1790, a young man, a Baptist, 
from England, William Tims, took up land near 
Mt. Bethel. He farmed, preached and taught 
school. By the help of Dr. Robert Cummins, 
who was a Baptist, they erected a mecting house 
in the corner of the graveyard lot. ‘Tims was 
the first and only pastor. “Phe church, being: left 


without a pastor and heavily in debt, soon clis=; 


banded, and the property was signed over to 
James Egbert. 

In 1812, James Egbert deeded the church lot 
to the’ Trustees of the newly organized “Metho- 
dist. Episcopal Church of Mansfield.” It was 
the ambition of Judge James Egbert, now 67 
years old, to build a new, substantial house of 
worship. Giving the land, he undertook the 
work, hiring the masons and carpenters by the 
day. There is a white marble slab, well up 
toward the gable in the front of the church, 
which reads: “Mt. Bethel Church.” John Quick 


placed the slab in- position and for 70. long. 


years was an attendant at the church. He was 
hired. to work on the church at a salary of $1.00 
a day. He subscribed $30.00 for the building 
and put up about one-fourth of the walls, for his 
share, 


The names of the Trustees in 1844, when the. 


‘new church was built are: Abraham. A. Van- 
syckle, Abraham Egbert, David McClellan, Der- 


rick R..Quick and John Quick. From 1899: to 
190L Williaa Aten was pastor. } 

For nearly a century an old stone row some 
twelve fect wide lay along the side of the old 
graveyard three hundred feet or more. This - 
had grown up with hedge and presented a view 
which was not the most pleasing to the eye. So 
it was decided to bury it. Brother Aten was 
made foreman of the ‘frolic’ and for a month 
or more they worked at it. Finally the old stone 
row was buried. A -beautilul tron fenee now 
marks its last resting’ place. 


TOWN OF PORT MURRAY 


Port. Murray is situated about seven miles 


west of Hackettstown, on the now abandoned 


Morris Canal and on the Lackawanna Railroad, 
and, until later years, was the terminus of the 
trolley line from Phillipsburg. For many years 
it had the only railroad station in the town- 


ship. “Phe town dates from the completion of 


the canal in 1834.0 Aaron Bryant built the first 
house, Moore. Furman the first store, and Wil- 


liam Morton the first hotel. 


The principal industry is the terra cotta 
works which have been in- operation fora num- 
ber of years and which are located on a deposit 
of clay that is unexcelled for quality and. inecx- 
haustible in extent. The company manulactures 
mainly bricks. 

Here are located the Marlatt apple orchards, 
the largest enterprise of this type in Warren 
County, which yicld a crop of ove 50,000. bush- 
els of high grade fruit: yearly. 

‘There are two churches located in Port 
Murray: the Mansfield Baptist Church, which 
was orearized in 1812, and the Methodist: Epis- 
copal Church. : 

Dr. H. M. Cox was for many years the only 
physician in the township. He later practiced 
in Washington. Dr. J. HH. Smith was here tor 
a time, and later Dr. H. S. Funk was. the only 
practicing physician for many years until his 
death on fune TT, 1946, 

Dr. Henry Seiber Funk was born Aug. 21, 
1855, in Winchester, Va. He often recalled, that 
as a boy he saw President Lincoln. He: was 
eraduatcd from Jellcrson Medical, College in 
Philadelphia in 1878 and one year later opened 


his office in Port Murray where he was a prac- 


ticing physician for more than 67 years. Dr. 
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Waterloo Ice Hotises (1900). 


Funk often said that he had officiated at the 
birth of more than 1,000 babies. At his death 
Dr. Funk was the oldest Warren County phy- 
sician. 

~One of the first settlers in the vicinity of 
Port Murray was Samuel Ramsay, who came 
here before 1800 ,from Hunterdon County. His 
children were Vhomas, John, Saniucl, Betsy, 
Mary, and Robert. His son, Samuel, and grand- 
son, William, followed him in possession of the 
old homestead. 


TOWN OF BEATYSTOWN 

Beatystown was known for many years as 
Beatys Mills, this being the name of the owner 
of the first mill built here and. ran by water 
power from the Musconetcong river, which flows 
“through the town. The above mentioned mill 
was later owned and operated for many years 
by Mr. J. B. Fisher, then by Judge Hiram White 
and finally by Mr. L. T. Labar. It has not been 
used as a mill for a number of years. 

Stewart Martin operated a tavern here at 
the time of the Revolution, and it is claimed 
he fed a numberof captured soldiers of Gen- 
eral Burgoyne’s army, who were on their way 
from Saratoga, N. Y. to the South, 

The Morris ‘Turnpike running through 
Beatystown was built in 1812. During the War 
of 1812, Captain Jacob Henry led a group of 
300 men who were drafted into the army, over 
this turnpike. They were fed here in a hotel 
then kept by Benjamin Leek. 


A grain distillery was operated here before 
1825, by Elisha and Edward Bird. Ziba Osmun, 
Sr, built the fuse distillery in) Mansfield at 


.Beatystown, where pure apple jack was dis- 


uilled. 

James Fisher was the first postmaster here 
in the office established in 1835, which was later 
in charge of Jacob Skinner. “Phe town has no 
post office at this time, but is supplied by a rural 
delivery. 

The Tand for the first school house was given 
by a Mr. Williamson. Religious services were 
also held in it on alternate. Sabbaths by Presby- 
terians and Methodist’ preachers. “Vhe Beatys- 
town Presbyterian Church was built in 1893, 
and a beautiful manse was added in 1910. -Rey. 
Dr. Richardson Gray was for many years the 
pastor of this and of the Rockport church. ~ 

The ancestors of the Marlatt family im. War- 
ren. County were two brothers, William and 
John. William had a blacksmith, shop at Beatys- 
town and had nine sons and five daughters: 

The Shields hematite mines near Beatystown 
have produced some very valuable ore in the 
past but are now out of operation. “hey were 
opened in 1870, by “Phomas Shields, John C. 
Miller and fohn Fisher, and were later owned 
by L.-T. Labar and Mrs.. Rittner. ‘The Shields 
homestead also was owned and occupied by Mr. 
L. VT? Labar, who married a daughter of “Vhomas 
Shiclds.. Mr. Labar was the most extensive prop- 
erty holder in the vicinity, owning the gristnull 
with its fine water power, a limestone quarry, 
and a wood working plant employing a dozen 
hands. He also supplied the town with ex- 
cellent soft water from a spring on the hillside. 


WATERLOO AND VICINITY 

As carly as 1730, William Penn Jaid out a 
tract of 11,000 acres in the vicinity of Waterloo. 
This. land extended for some miles out into the 
surrounding: territory. 

Always having a large supply of water the | 
town has been known as Waterloo for many 
years but over a hundred and fifty years ago 
it was known as Old Andover and was the home 
of an early blast furnace, a forge and a refinery. 
These were carried on in connecuon with iron- 
works at Andover. 

About 1763, William Penn-and his brother 
sold a large uact of land to two Englishmen, 
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Allen and ‘Turner, and appears that it was 
they who occupied first what is now Waterloo. 
Prior to this time there had been a large Indian 
village’ in ‘the vicinity: and many relics have 
since been found thercabouts. 

The won manulacturced by Allen and Turner 
at Waterloo was taken by pack horses and mules 
across the country through the woods to the 
Delaware and from there shipped) by) Durham 
boats to Philadelphia. However, these manu- 
facturers were untricndly to the Federal Cause 
during the “Revolution and as a result their 
works were confiscated and taken over by the 


government for its use. Tron from. these mills’ 


proved to be the best in the country lor use in 
making steel for the manufacture of fire-arms. 

After the) Revolutionary War, the entire 
works were abandoned as there proved to be 
a shortage of wood which was used as fuel. For 
some years following this the land about Water- 
loo was abandoned but in 1790, John Smith and 
his brother Samuel, leased the land lying about 
Waterloo and proceeded in farming the tract. 
At this time, the town was. compriscd of six stone 
and five frame houses which previously had 
been occupied by people employed at the iron 
works. ‘The Smith brothers selected the best: of 
these for their own use as dwellings and en- 
gaged in the manufacture of flax, in the old 
mill building. At the end of ten years, the 
Smith’s disposed of their lease -to Isaiah Wallin 
and moved to Schooley’s Mountain. 


Wallin farmed the place for five years and 


in 1805, John Smith purchased it and hired 
Joseph Wallin to work it. In 1820, John Smith 
came from Schooley’s Mountain and located on 
Lubber’s Run, a mile above Waterloo, for the 
purpose of making iron in a bloom-forge. Smith, 


and his two sons, Peter and Nathan, built a. 


store and founded a small settkement which took 
the name of Old Andover. When the Morris 
Canal pushed its way to where Waterloo now 

Mr. Smith’s sons abandoned the upper loca- 
tion and moved a mile down the stream. There 
they built a store, gristmill and a tavern and 
the village at once became a depot for the trans- 
shipment from the canal for goods “billed: for 
the country. north and west of there. Business 
was booming and Waterloo thrived for some 
years, 

In 1849, a mule railroad was built from the 


Andover mines to Waterloo, for the shipment 





Cassedy Canal Store — Waterloo. 


of irom ore via the canal. After the Sussex rail- 
road was built, however, all this was changed 
and Waterloo lapsed into a sort of ghost town. 

‘The business interests of the town remained 
in the hands of the: Smith family for many 
years. Samuel 1. Smith, Seymour R. Smith 
and P.D. Smith, grandsons of John Smith who 
started the forge at Old Andover in .1820, car- 
ricd on the store and gristnill at the village 


for years. Petcr Smith was the first postinaster, 


and his son Seymour R. Smith was the second. 
The Methodists at Waterloo went to church at 
Lockwood and later, under the leadership of 
Peter Smith held services in the school house: 
In 1859, they built their own Methodist chureh 
at Waterloo. 


ROCKPORT AND ‘THE SECOND 
MANSFIELD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


The church. is located about half: way be-: 
tween Rockport and Port Murray. [t was built 
about the yéar 1855. The land was given by 
David CG. Davis. “Vlic first Elders were T. H. 
Tunison, aon Bryant and Mr. Davis.. . 

A contract to build the church was given to 
the Bulgin Bros. by the following “Trustces: 
Charles Stewart, James M. White, Henry C. 
Davis, Samucl Vanatta, James McCrea and Reb- 
ert P, Ramsey. 

No radical changes have been made on the 
exterior since the beginning. “he building: is 
A] by 62 fect and is of Colomial and ’carly Amer- 
ican design with facade 41 x 30 fect in dimen- 
ston. ‘Phe windows arc of Gothic type and the 
original plate elass has been replaced with 
beautiful stained glass in) memory of Various 
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individuals and organizations as follows: In 
memory of Elizabeth Price; In memory of Dun- 
can and Mary A. Dunn; In memory of Jacob 
and Catherine Watters; In memory of James 
and Helen Beaty; Presented by Wesley F. Allen 
and family; Presented by Jacob F. Nunn and 
family; In memory of Henry $. and Joseph W, 
Huselton family; Presented by the Ladies Aid 
Society; Presented by the Sunday School and 
Christian Endeavor Society. 

The pews are as originally installed, straight 
backed and bearing the individual numbers 
which identified those who occupied them under 
the pew-rent custom. The original oak floor of 
wide boards has now been covered (vith green 
carpcting, but the ceiling still displays the 
artistic work of the original stencil design. 


Surrounding the church upon the hillside, 


rest the graves of the carly founders and some. 


of their descendants. For many years the church 
was called the “Davis Church” in honor of the 
gilt made by the Davis family, although the in- 
corporated name was the “Second Mrnsficld 
Presbyterian Church.” 

Previous to the founding of the church the 
people of the early community shared in’ the 
Danville circuit of ministers who. made their 
way on horseback across the hills from Danville 
to Mount Bethel to a school house in Rockport. 
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From this carly encouragement supplied by the 
travelling ministers a desire was formed to build 
the present church. 

Rev. Hollaway Hunt was the first regular 
minister to serve the people tm .1856,. and, 
according to record, made his home at School- 
ey’s Mountain. In 1861, Rev. Gilbert Lane was 
called and served for five years, to be followed 
in 1866 by Rev. “Thomas. R. Gray. For many 
years to follow the Danville and Rockport 
churches cnjoyed the same ministers, Rey. Joseph 
H. Doremus in 1867, and Rev. Joseph P. Clarke 
in 1873 to 1881. 

One elder was clected to represent both 
churches at Presbytery, according to the min- 
utes-ol these years. Whe unton of Danville and: 
Manslreld If was dissolved tor several years to 
come, while ministerial students from Lafayette 
College supplied the pulpit. Some of these stu- 
dents were a Mr. bate and a Mr. Voorhies anal 
a Mh. Stewart. 

In 1888, the Rey. ‘Thomas’ Vhompson came 
to Rockport at the joint call of Beatystown and 
Mansfield I] churches and alter three years of 
diligent effort accepted a call to another church. 
In his place came Rev. Phillip P. Reese in 1891, 
and in 1895, the Rev. George H. S. Campbell, 
D.D., who acted as supply for one year and then 


accepted permanent call as a pastor of both, 
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Full grown pheasants — Game farm, Rockport. - 
















I , am 
1e4 aotanos Seaver anIaKMUGdNe Pe Bek me ia x ic ; ee 
res 

gt) yeh troikgapere hase a LOS Yin wl woud eh> caveptiol Sen) Ritobasiing 10, bos al ul vibeti 
Elim op PecsOl eave tne ee neinios yrathovertd yuh le giore sep WE vaois'h diabentt Yo jsnepitt 
Wyeibs Jadeaq ols dual to ye wt janed 4 yield bas an 
udiuyo seed Gla) ene yoreibd quwntlod vou eoinnd oO ¥P oh ont Datuss 
bie Ochoa obey, 3th cysteine ond hppa isan walls 1 ule gd Dense l oan waist bi 
Acwto® tay Somnath eh Givkenr des cad, ggav byes » 98s bye 4s te el yd hascoent elite bos 
sot ae ee vod LOK) ot painralhle MW shyoeo |, dann %@ yu Jo yromeour OE phen 
niltol whos jeer aa lol Deva loinas fuealbes bik, costa itt ye hasan sl shied orisen H 
dacs Wo irre pieced | foR eh OORT 8 baits; tonast re vila te owl vc “harset  yusioue 
roy bos ‘bes: oltivect? Hh wollol, a emo : . SEI sovagbod ase) 

the eur} was Hosta oeiwe tht hugepere eorteas vityparite bs sbhnseut ylbariyio eu iN. De) ' 
sdaut> D dkpseot mA poe Neel ov eer TI +. gad insaloeviboa tetht guid _ hits hodoad 
“pRee co ENOL gi dobre sively Loidgerpe anthyy wots boliueebi shouhe 
cul anergy ney ‘os banghy iawn a slate on Jo duel dae, foighie ot! Oe Maroy “oly 
eeejent “DAYS eran by nerd aii pepinderel ig etal tha | * ee shibyr Lento peal va at oat Aviad ‘shiw 
bon ula? Jo wort At) comer se nh) Wo ear weds eguleyatl Late. Biilivy oh sind “gaoqie 
ot ery betovee el fewklieal enw lM Ty vitvens Mi argieshy Ung latigins of lo Tew Deir 

syvedled woth euashiie Babentvintee alivkw cameo obieitist oh woqu dpunat> ox yribamotiee 
ute ovstte Lo gee uber dl foilycque ggollod | oiatae Hiei eiobusel piihe oft lo eovetg ofly deo 
vas who aM 6 bie dint 11h & ow wow > Hoots one eonoy yee tor aunbirmoebl sia to 
yield lh gee to ranodt oft “ads? give” ost bolle? ew 
yer peqeson Lestat vat ots weMY al ari anki dynordsts olin eer oo yd abn tig 
ews uwvonegngdl bo tiga peta, 96h de riya o8 bisienals baoose®) adh caw garnet halntoq too 
lo emay souls ths Deu wits Ut Photennl4 ‘ ¥ “havi. aubaargdestt 
bytudhs torso G) ko ss bps alls riuslih silt iho til nit to greibasinn alt ob awoiwort'l . oe 
(OM) wi ceo A Gatlid .yoM sik snl eal ot ply tat Dovarte Hintmtaed vba ofl, lon akon 
Jiwlquec) € A oye) ‘oS oot C081 ob bon tier) obs -oilve eeptabonin ho jiuvtiy oflivend 
gods big anay suo tol phyque os baroe ow C0 altivase) ate efi ath eon doidverod ste yaw 


jivd te rekey o ak dhe sheeoeteR bots jrocphodt vi ewan foodie 6 03 lorhodh sea lh on . 


#1 ’ KS : 

A Walters i 

Wx Dias +h hy 
ey uty 

eee | 


“ 
hea . 
«= 

Au 


4 , a | ? ‘ 4 
MW wake wis 
ge fh PEA nh Ty 


ry wee y “ith Pal * 


My 


DU Oe olan me Pe aL Fae 

by Pate ey 7 an Shu 

J 4 , 7 A ie ie | 
Oe 

in Dye 


‘hy 


mee © 
a sella t 
i a? ih hh a i a 
hi re ee 
Wha 


ddeagin 02 


: ary * bal vA 
oD ¥ / 4 








192 PHE STORY. OF HACKETTSTOWN 


churches. Dr. Campbell Was a man of great 
talents and served with marked success until 
1899, - 


Rev. J. W. Bell was called in 1900, and died - 


during an epidemic in 1901, on December 23rd. 
He was lollowed by Rev. Luther B. Plumer in 
1902, and in 1907, by the Rev. Dr. Richardson 
Gray, a mcdical missionary whose daughter serv- 
ed many years in China. 

He was succeeded by. Rev. Joseph D. Hill- 
man in 1914, and Rev. Herbert Maass in 1919, 
The congregation Was again made sorrowlul by 
the death of Rev. Joseph K. Frecd, who carried 
on an uplifting munistry for cight years, from 
1923 to. April 5, 1931. Rev. Wilbur’ A.’ Wagar 
was called August 3, 1931, and served faithfully 
until September, 1958, when he accepted a call 
to the Pluckemin’ Presbyterian Church. Finally 
Rockport Mansfield IL with the united call of 
the Danville church tendered their joint agree- 


ment to Rev. Victor E. Yudor in May, 1939. _ 


He stayed until March 28, 1948. 

, Donald Acton served from 1943 until 1945. 
Then the Rev. C. W. Rouse preached for a while 
and was followed by Prof. Chester A. Withams 
of Blair Academy. Rev.» Herbert ‘Lhompson 
then occupied the pulpit until Oct. 1, 1949, at 


which time Donald Acton returned and stayed - 
three years until the fall of 1952. A Princeton .- 


stuclent, Mr. Alex Nemeth, served trom 1952 to 
1953., From June, 1953, until the present, Mr. 
John. H. Visser has been the pastor of this 
church. . 


VIENNA 

A beautiful litthe country, town lying north 
of Hackettstown about three miles* is Vienna. 
Its streets are lined with. sugar maple trees, 


plainted many years ago by Hampton Howell 


and others. The first settlers in this ditthe town 
were three brothers, John, Philip and Christecon 
Cummins. These early settlers came here about 
1770, and settled on land purchased by their 
father. 

Vienna was called Cumminstown for many 


years, being named after this family. “Phe stone. 


part of the house on the homestead was built 
about 1794, previous to which a log house near 
by was the only dwelling. 

Tt is many years since Vienna has had a 
hotel. John P. Merrell and later Philip Hopler, 


kept the only one ever built here. ‘Che Vienna 
foundry was built by Fleming and: Carr before 
1860, and sold to Simon A. Cummins in 1866, 
Who manulactured here the double corn plows 
that were widely. known. He sold it to John 
Green in 1875, who sold in turn to Morris Parks. 
Daniel Wolle later did miscellancous casting in 
the old foundry, which is no longer in “use. 
David and John Hoffman were blacksmiths here 
for many years. 

Among the industries that once thrived here 
was a sawnill on the Pequest, a half mile-above | 
the bridge. It was rebuilt in 1839, by Stedman, 


Vreeland and Vanness, and destroyed by fire in 


1865. Fisher Stedman was the inventor of much, 
of the wocd-turning machinery that is in use 
throughout the world today. Benjamin Hall 
had a steam sawmill, ruins of which are still seen 
in the rear of the foundry. It furnished material 
for wagon wheels. Alter it -burned in -the 
cighties, the business was carried on at Hack- 
ettstown. The Bulgin brothers had a chair 
factory that prospered before it burned in 1870. 

‘Vhomas Fleming, born in County .'Pyrone, 
Preland, in 1720, came to Bethelem, Hunter- 
don County, with lis brothers, in 1751, and 
moved to Cununinstown, now Vienna, in 1783, 
with his three children, “Thomas, James, and 
Margaret. He settled on?a tact of 1,100 acres 
of dand, which was part of the tract. formerly 
belonging to Samuel: Hackett. “Phomias Klem- 
ing, the second, was born in 1753, and died in 
1829. On his tombstone in the Presbyterian 
churchyard at) Great Meadows is inscribed: 
“Here lies the remains of a soldier of the Revo- 


‘lution, one of the heroic band who with Wash- 


ington crossed the Delaware on the 25th of De- 
cember, 1776, and conquered the British and 
Hessiums at “Prenton.” ; 

The Pequest Methodist Church had its origin 
in services. held by itinerant preachers in the 
stone house of Philip Cummains. Flere Bishop 
Francis. Asbury, Rey. George Banghart and 
others occasionally preached. In 1810, a church. 
was built on land purchased of John Cummins. 
It was not completed until 1824. ‘Phe original 
name of the church was New Jerusalem. In 1854, 
the old church was torn down and the present 
structure was erected on its site and dedicated ° 
by Rev. John L. Lenhart, who was. later chap- 
lain ‘of the United States Senate, and ol the 
United States ship “Cumberland” when she was 
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sunk by the “Merrimac,” on March 8, 1862. He 
refused to leave the ship and sank with her. 

Other. businesses located here one hundred 
years ago were: C. H. and E. C. Albertson, gen- 
eral Store; J. P. Edgerson, carriage Mile.; Felloe 
Mig. Co; D. J. Merrell, carpenter contractor; 
A. C. Howell, dealer in drugs, medicines, groc- 
eres, Cle. ae 


DANVILLE-GREAT MEADOWS 

The name Great Meadows is uscd as early, 
as 1764, in records of the Quaker Church, but 
may have referred to the northern, cnd of the 
meadows, near the Quaker Setulements. 

This village was known for many yeurs as 
Danville, which derived its name from Daniel 
~Viiet, a soldier of the Revolution, who owned 
considerable land in this vicinity. “Phe Vliet 
family of Warren County are descendants of 
John Van Vliet who came to Pahaquarry from 


Fsopus (near Kingston) New York state with— 


other Dutch families in quest of copper. .“Vhey 
came down the “Old’ Mme. Road” via Port 
Jervis, and this road is said to be the oldest road 
in the United States. 


> 


Krom the earliest days, the possibilities of 
the meadows were recognized, but the diflicul- 
lics connected with subjugating the wild growth 
seemed almost impossible. Vhe first active move- 
ment in this direction was made by. Dr. -J. Mar- 
shall Paul, of Belvidere, who, in 1850, reclaimed 
200 acres of bog land in the vicinity of Schmuck’s 
sawmill, ta 1872, A. J. Swayze and E.G. Bulgin, 
Pege and Davis and others, spent large sums of 
money in developing the new enterprise of rais- 
ing celery and onions. 

The only mill in the township was_ built 
about 1815, and was long known as Barker’s 
Mill. Getting back to the Viiets, Captain Daniel 
Vliet, being a soldicr of the Revolution, was ene 
titled to a large land bounty, and he also pur- 
chased the last 600 acres of land remaining to 
Samuel Hackett at his death, making him a large 
property owner. He built five substantial stone 
houses along the Meadows, all of which are still 
standing. 

In 1860, Mr. W. C. Smith operated the only 


hotel here, also a general store’ and the post 


office. Mr. Frederick Almer had a furniture 
store, Dr. P. N. Jacobus was a practicing phy- 
sician and E. Simanson was pastor of the Pres- 
byterian church. 
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F150: 


1757 
1760 


1763 


1764 


1766 


1767 


1768 
1779 
1787 
1790) 
1795 
1797 
1806 


18141 


1819: 


182-4 


1831 


183-4 


Chronological List of Important Events 


Obadiah Ayers. purchased from Thomas 
1200 land and 
settled on the east side-of Main street as 


Liunbert Estate acres of 
first known settler. 

Jobn Hackett married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of John Reading, Jr. 

Samuel Reading Hackett born. 

At this time town was called Crow’s Val- 
ley. 

First Presbyterian Church constructed. 
Upper part of town called Musconctcong, 
Helms 
banks of the Musconetcong. 


‘Thomas erected a mill on = the 


‘This section then called Helms’ Mill. 


John Hackett died September 20, 1766, at 


the age of 38 (b. 1728). 

David Reynolds bought four acres ‘of land 
from Benjamin Cooper aud opened a tav- 
ern. (Later the location of the American 
House.) | 

‘Town by this time called “Hackettstown” 
in honor of Hackett family. 

James Little bought from Mark: Thomp- 
son a gristmull, sawmill, cooperage shop, 
blacksmith’s shop and six dwellings. 
Warren House first built of logs. 

Samuel Reading Hackett died) January 
15, 1790. Aged’ 33 years. 

First Post Ollice, opened on Mill street. 
Hackettstown’s first school built of logs. 
Was located where No. 288 Main street 
is now. 

First “Toll Road” granted charter. _Mor- 
ristown, Hackettstown, Easton. 

Second school built and still standing at 
what is now: No. 279 and 281 Main street. 
Second Presbyterian church erected. 
Warren County created from Sussex Coun- 
ty. Named for Gen. Warren. ee 
Morris Canal completed from Easton to 
Newark in August, 1831. 


First Methodist church built by Peter Per- . 


ring and Martin Clawson. 


195 


1840 


1847 


1858 


1859 


1861 


1864 


1865 


1866 


1870 


1877 
1878 


Warren House rebuilt as a frame structure 
as today. 

Vhe Academy built next to old. Presby- 
terian Church as our third school. 
‘Town of Hackettstown 
March 9th, 1853. 
Hackettstown Gazette founded by Man- 
ning Stillwell. 


incorporated 


Hackettstown Aqueduct Company incorp- 
orared sy; jy 
Morris and Essex Railroad completed 
from Hoboken to Hackettstown. 
HACKETTSTOWN NATIONAL BANK 
ESTABLISHED. Oldest bank in: Warren 
and Morris Counties. 

Second Methodist Church built. Corner 
stone laid November 18th. 


~Rirst burial in Union Cemetery. 


Corner stone for Episcopal Church laid 
April 26, 1859. 

Present Presbyterian Church completed. 
First St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church 
built on Liberty street. 

Civil War was over in April, 1865, and 
many local soldiers returned, 

Shicld’s new brick 
building erected on Main® street at the 


Thomas four story 
corner of Grand avenue. Later. the Peo- 
ples Bank. | 
Bird Reservoir built on Schooley’s Moun- 
tain. re 
Hackettstown: Car Manulacturing Coim- 
pany located here, along railroad. 
Centenary Collegiate Institute first dedi- 
cated. 

First Public School erected on Washing- 
ton street. 

T. S. Van Horn’s new brick building 
erected at Main and Liberty: streets. 


~~ Old iron. blast furnace built one mile 


west of town. 

Cataract Hose Company organized. 

First organized Decoration Day services 
held in Hackettstown. 
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1882 


1883 


1884 
1888 


1889 
1893 


1895 
1899 


- 1900 
1901 
1902 


1903 


1906 


L907 - 


1909 


bai 


1913 


1923 


196 THE STORY OF HACKETTSTOWN 


“First class graduated from. Hackettstown 


High School. 
Warren Republican hewspaper founded 
here. 


First tclephone service for Flackettstown 


in December, 1883 

First High School Alumni Banquet held. 
Present Methodist brick church dedicated 
June 6th, 1888. | 
First clectric lights in town. 
lights August 8, [888. 
Big blizzard of 1888. 
wreck in cut east of town. 


Iirst street 
Caused big train 


Ashley & Shaw silk mill completed on 
Franklin strect: ; 
Hackettstown Driving Association opened 
their own race track. 


Mine Hill reservotr constructed. 


Centenary Collegiate Institute. destroyed 
by fire October 31, 1899. 

New Municipal Building and Fire House 
built on Moore street. 

Rev. J. C. Chapman ve first automobile 
in this town. 

New buildings dedicated at C. C. I. 


j Vigilant Hook cats Ladder Company or- 


ganized. 

Epidemic of small-pox swept the town. 
American Sawmill Machinery C lompany 
located here in October, 1903. | 
Lackawanna Leather Company located 
here in April, 1903. 

Peoples National Bank opens for business. 
Hackettstown Electric Light 
adds day service lor first time. 
Hackettstown ‘Telephone and ‘Telegraph 
Company organized. 


Company 


Ashley silk mill deswoyed by fire. 

First moving pictures in town shown in 
Luce’s Opera House. | 

New Jersey State Fish Hatchery located 
here. 

Dr. L. GC. Osmun opens first Ford Agency 
in rear of No. 111 Main strect. 

First letter carriers deliver mail in town. 
Hackettstown Free Public Library estab- 
lished. 

St. Mary’s new stone church dedicated 
June, 1923 on High street. 

New Jersey Power & Light Company pur- 
chases local electric Company. 


1929 


1930 


195-4. 


1937 


1939 


194] 


1942 


1945 
1949 
1954 


1953 


1954 


1955 


Hackettstown 


First American Peston Ambulance put in 
SCTVICE. 

The first Hackettstown Fair exhibits. 
Local telephone company sells out to New 
Jersey “Telephone Company. 


Old American House Hotel demalhshed. 


Large storage reservoir on Mine Hill com- 
pleted. 

World War I Memortal ‘Vablet unveiled 
on High School grounds November 12. 
New Public Library completed on Church 
street. , 
“Miss America’ at 
Atlantic City September 17th. 


Bette Cooper crowned 


Athletic Field dedicated No- 
vember, 1939. 


Morrison 


Co-operative Live Stock Market had first 
sale in January. 

Fire destroys Peoples Bank, Cooke's  De- 
partment store, Cte. : 

The new Community House presented to 
town by Wilbur Bowers. 


Centenary College celebrated its) 75th 
anniversary. . 
Kirst Aid and Rescue Squad organized in 


town). 


Hackettstown celebrates its 100th anni- 
versary ol charter. 

New powerlul street lights installed on 
Nain street. 

New. telephone dial system put in’ effect. 
Saturday, October 2, 1954,°2 P.M. 
National Bank cclebrates 
its 100th anniversary. It Is the oldest 
bank in Warren and Morris Counties. 





Old race track (1895) where Park Avenue is today. 
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“lt-tsn't Thes Towtt- = It’s You” 


ry 


If you want to live in the kind of town, 

Like the kind of a town you Like, 

You necdn’t slip your clothes in a grip 

And start on a long, long hike. 

You'll only find what you teft behind, 

For there’s nothing that’s really new. 

Iv’s a knock at yourself when you knock your town, 


It isn’t the town —it’s YOU. 


Real towns are not made by men alraid, 
Lest somebody else gets ahead, 

When everyone works and nobody shirks, 
You can raise a town from the dead. 

And il while you make your personal stake, 
Your neighbours can make one, too, 

Your town will be what you watit (Oo SEE, 
IT ISN’T THE TOWN —IT’S YOU. 


Author Unknown 
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